STAR TREK: PHOENIX - A Special Event
May 15th, 2157
Chapter 2 - "Birds of a Feather" - Part II

PROLOGUE: For the last hour, the NX-07 has been orbiting the lush, tropical world known as Delta-IV. From space, it was hard to believe that life on such a beautiful world could be as horrific as described. However, the Deltans have asked for help, and Phoenix has agreed to lend what aid it can.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< CONTINUE MISSION >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Host Jyg_Lo says:
INFO: Launch Bays 1 and 2 have reported that Shuttlepods 2-4 have been prepped for departure to Delta-IV and are awaiting the away teams.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Arrives in the hangar bay carrying all her usual rescue and medical gear, wearing her turnout gear and helmet, not sure what to expect::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Grabs a few items in his office and stuffs them into a duffle.::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::On the bridge, waiting to hear that the teams are ready::
Host Anis says:
::behind O'Reilley, clutching his tattered clothes::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Places the duffle over his shoulder and heads out of the office into the busy corridor of the Phoenix.::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
Anis: Are you ready sir?
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Is packing away a few boxes of phase pistols into one of the shuttlepods for the away team.  He hears someone coming in and turns his head to see that it's Shannen.::
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Taps a comm panel:: *Bridge*: O'Reilley to Bridge, Medical team is in the hangar, guest in tow, ready to disembark.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::hits the switch on his armrest:: *EMT*: We should be joining you shortly
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
*CO*: Aye Sir.
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::picks up a thick bound book, a data padd and a stylus than heads for the shuttlebay::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Enters the TL.:: TL: Launchbay.  ::Nods to a few crewman in the TL as it races to the launch bay.::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
Anis: Forgive my junior, she seems to have forgotten her protocol.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Anis: This way... you'll be riding with us I think. ::Heads for the Harrier to stow her gear::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::leaves the bridge for the launch bay::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Watches as the doors open to a hive of activity in the launchbay.::
Host Anis says:
::staying close to O'Reilley:: CMC: Hmm? She's kind. Is that not enough?
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Closes down the hatch to one of the shuttlepods  and watches Shannen with the stranger closely, having remembered what he saw on the bridge just an hour or so ago.::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::enters the launch bay:: All: Are we ready?
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Walks into the Launch bay.::  ARM: Lt Eminger.  Have you passed out any weapons yet?
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Opens the hatch of the shuttlepod and gets in, looking for a place to stow her gear safely::
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::Steps off the lift, than heads down the corridor for the launch bay::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
Anis: No it isn't, not in the military, sir.
Host Anis says:
SCENE: Launch Bay crew disconnect fueling hoses from the shuttlepods and start to reel them in, closing lockers and putting away equipment before filing out of the bay.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Continues to walk towards the Falcon.::
Host Anis says:
CMC: Ahh. I've never been in the military. Too boring. ::smiles disarmingly and then points to the shuttlepod the EMT went into:: This one?
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Notices that Shannen didn't see him and hears the Commander calling to him.::  XO:  The...   ::Turns his attention to him.::  phase pistols have been put aboard the shuttlepods.
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::enters the launch bay, pausing to speak with one of the bay crew, than continuing on to the shuttle marked Hawk::::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
Anis: Yes sir, after you.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::enters the Hawk and begins the preflight routine::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Looking over the crews.:: ARM:  Excellent as long as each person is armed before we get down there. ::Turns his attention to the Harrier.::  CMC: Chief.  All crew accounted for?
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::nods:: Chap: Chaplin.
Host Anis says:
ANNOUNCEMENT: *Launch Bays 1 &2*: All service personnel, please evacuate the launch bays. Depressurization in five minutes.
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::looks around the shuttle and sits down, than begins strapping in:: CO: Captain.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Reaches the Falcon and tosses his duffle bag into the shuttle pod carefully.::
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Nods to commander McQuade and heads over to the Hawk with Captain LaPointe.  He enters the small shuttlepod and finds himself a seat behind the pilot's seat.::
Host Anis says:
::climbs into the Harrier with O'Reilley and Kelley, taking a seat, still clutching his tattered clothes::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::closes the hatch::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Stands at the Shuttle pod door waiting to here from the CMC.::
Host Anis says:
ANNOUNCEMENT: *Launch Bays 1 &2*: All service personnel, please evacuate the launch bays. Depressurization in two minutes.
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
XO: Aye sir, ready to depart.
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Actives the science and tactical systems on his computer board.::
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::nods to the ARM after checking his straps for the third time:: ARM: Lieutenant.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
*XO*: We're clear for departure commander, are the other teams ready?
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Looks into the Shuttle to make sure Ensign Fawkes and Lt Cmdr Spencer are ready.::  CMC:  Very good Chief.  Let’s get these birds in the air.  ::Enters the Falcon and closes the hatch.::
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Turns his head.::  Chap:  Hello Chaplain.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
CMC: Who is driving then Chief?
Host Anis says:
ACTION: Alarms start to sound in the launch bays and red sirens come on, washing the large bays with spinning red light.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Takes his seat.::  *CO*: Aye sir all crewmen are aboard and we are ready for departure.  ::Begins preflight.::
Host Anis says:
ANNOUNCEMENT: *Launch Bays 1 &2*: All service personnel, please evacuate the launch bays. Depressurization in one minute.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
*XO*: Understood. See you on the surface.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
*CO*:  Rodger Captain. See you planet side.
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
EMT: The Ensign.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Enters the exact coordinates given by Naia.::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: The last of the shuttlepod prep captains give the thumbs up to the pilots, tapping on their windshields before running for the exit, pulling the bulkhead closed behind them and locking the bolts.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
CMC: Aye Chief. ::Straps in and gets ready to fly::
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Anis: Buckle up, it might get bumpy.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
*COMM*:  Phoenix Departure this is Shuttle Pod Falcon.  We are ready to depart.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::Lays in his course to the surface::
Host Anis says:
SCENE: Each shuttlepod feels the umbilical pillar connect to their roofs as the sirens increase in intensity and the belly doors of the Phoenix open up, exposing the thousands of miles drop to the planet below::
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Takes a look at the sensors to see if anything comes up.::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
EMT: Take over communications.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
CMC: Aye Chief. ::picks up the headset and puts it on::
Host Anis says:
<Bridge> *Shuttlepods*: Pod 2, you're cleared for departure first. Three is next, and fourth last. Bon voyage, sirs.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
*COMM* Phoenix Control, this is Harrier, ready to launch.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
*Bridge*: Departing now ::launches::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: The pillars extend down, letting Shuttlepod Hawk out of the Phoenix, disengaging and letting the pod drop away.
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::looks at the drop mildly than folds his hands calmly in his lap overtop of the thick book and data pad::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: Moments after Hawk's departure, Falcon's pillar extends it down and disengages, releasing it the same way.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
All:  Okay here we go. ::engages maneuvering thrusters once the umbilical releases.::  *Phoenix*: Falcon is clear of launch bay.  All systems are green.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::feels a slight jolt as the docking arm releases::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Engages thrusters and sets the new heading to the planet.::
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Looks outside the view port as they leave the Phoenix and start the trip down to the alien planet below.::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: Harrier's pillar jiggles a little unsteadily and then extends fully, dropping the shuttlepod towards the planet.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Anis: Hold on tight, you're gonna feel a jolt shortly.
Host Anis says:
::holds on to O'Reilley's arm:: EMT: Is this safe?
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Anis: Yes, that was just the docking arm releasing the ship. Relax.
Host Anis says:
SCENE: Falcon and Harrier can see Hawk at the head of the convoy, glowing red as it passes into Delta-IV's atmosphere.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
ARM: Anything on sensors we should know about?
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Takes a look at the scanners to see if anything shows up on them.::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
*CO*: Looks to be a great ride to the surface Captain.  ::Looks out the forward windscreen and manually corrects the course to follow the Hawk.::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
*XO*: We've got our work cut out for us so far.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Smiles at Anis encouragingly:: Anis: You don't remember, but this is how we got you off the prison ship. I helped carry ye.
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
CO:  Nothing except the debris we encountered earlier, Captain.
Host Anis says:
::strokes her arm gently:: EMT: Really? I shall need to find a way to thank you then.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
*CO*:  Yes but there are moments like this its all worth it.  ::Smiles a bit as he increases the Falcon's thrusters.::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: Falcon and Harrier are soon buffeted by their own entries into Deltan atmosphere, following Hawk.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Smiles as he strokes the arm of her fire suit:: Anis: I was just doing me job, ye dinna have to thank me.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::sees the Falcon increase speed:: *XO*: It's not a race commander ::laughs::
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Holds on as the turbulence starts:: Anis: This is why I told you to buckle up, I told ye it would get bumpy.
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::sits very still watching the bulkhead across from him with some apparent interest::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Begins the decent through the atmosphere and corrects the course slightly to match the coordinates.::  *CO*: Aye sir.  ::Laughs before closing the Comm.::
Host Anis says:
SCENE: Hawk breaks through the clouds and into a crevice deeper than the Grand Canyon, lined with gray cliffs and carpeted with trees and glimmers of waterways below.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::pilots the shuttlepod in the atmosphere::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: Behind Hawk, Falcon can hear the thunder of Hawk's supersonic entry into the canyon, rolling down the gap past them.
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Watches as they stroll through the atmosphere and start heading down to the planet surface.::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Begins to fire the deceleration thrusters to bring the shuttle pod into the thin upper Atmosphere.::  *CO*: Great view from up here.  ::Takes the Falcon down following the Hawk closely.::
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Anis: Have a look, yer almost home. ::points out the porthole::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
::Stretches out a bit and checks his phase pistol::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
*XO*: Same here. We're almost at the landing coordinates
Host Anis says:
SCENE: Harrier, flying a little lower than most, kicks up a huge spray of water as it passes over a lake.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
*CO*: Rodger.  Falcon is about 5 minutes inbound.  ::Adjusts a few controls as he follows the Hawk.::
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Gets her Phase Pistol out of the packing box and attaches the holster to her gear, then slides the pistol into it::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: Harrier's pilot, formerly of the Royal Air Force, lives up to his service's penchant for terrain-following flying, trimming leaves off the trees as the shuttlepod tears through the canyon, following Hawk and Falcon.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
Falcon: All: Okay let’s get the weapons passed out before we land.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Gives a laugh as he notices the Harrier on sensors.::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::begins the landing sequence:: All: I'll try to set her down easy. I failed this class at the academy. ::smirk::
Host Anis says:
SCENE: Hawk, at the head of the pack, finds the coordinates at the far end of the canyon, near the cliffs, a clearing that will be a tight fit for the three shuttlepods.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Decreases forward velocity and waits for the Hawk to land.::
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Keeps an eye on the scanners for anything that may be out of the ordinary.::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
*CO*: Well I would assume everyone and there brother knows we are here now.  ::Lets out a slight laugh before starting the landing sequence.::
Host Anis says:
::a smile crosses his face:: EMT/CMC: Home...
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::looks at the Captain than resumes looking at the far bulkhead::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Places the Falcon gently beside the Hawk.::  All:  Okay let’s see what’s out there.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::attempts a smooth landing::
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Anis: Welcome home. Pleased to deliver ye. ::smiles back::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Takes one of the Phase Pistols and places it on his hip and grabs his duffle bag.::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
Anis: Welcome.
Host Anis says:
ACTION: Harrier slows to a hover and rotates, lowing into a formation landing with Hawk and Falcon.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Anis: Not as bad as all that then, eh? Maybe you'll trust me next time. ::winks::
Host Anis says:
::kisses O'Reilley:: EMT: Always. ::smiling broadly, eager to get out of the shuttlepod.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Looks over the readings.:: All: Looks like good clean air out there. ::Taps a control at the hatch and watches as it opens into the bright day sun.::
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Blushes::
Host Anis says:
ACTION: As the ship's crew step into the Deltan air, the breeze brings with it a warm, earthy smell from the lush landscape.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Exits the shuttle pod and stretches as he looks around the area.::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::exits, and locates the other party members::
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Sees something come up on his scanners.:: CO:  Captain, we have people incoming.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Unhitches her gear from the restraints and disembarks::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Waits for the others to exit the shuttle before closing and locking the Falcon's hatch.::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
ARM: Be on your guard, but we are expected
Host Anis says:
:;stumbles into the sunshine, spinning around, obviously glad to be home::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
::Exits the vessel::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Walks slowly over to the Captain.::  CO: I told you everyone and their brother knows we are here now.  ::Places a slight grin on his face.::
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Grabs a phase pistol and holsters it to his uniform and then hands one to the Chaplain.::  Chap:  Here you go.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Shoulders her rescue tool bag and medical kit, airpack on her back, and waits for orders::
Host Naia says:
::cautiously creeps out of the tree line with a dozen other Deltans, most cinnamon-skinned, some darker or lighter, their clothes tight and revealing but showing tremendous wear.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::shades his eyes:: XO: We are expected. Have the crew begin unloading the supplies as soon as we find out where they're destined
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
CMC: Chief, we got company. ::points at the Deltans::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
CO: Aye sir Chief Kelley will be overseeing the supply depot.  We just need to find out a secure location from Naia.
Host Naia says:
::calls out to Anis in Deltan and gets a response back, and two of her people, professional looking, rush out to greet him::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
Naia: Here's your guy, as promised.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
::Watches the happy reunion::
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::waits for everyone else to leave the shuttle than steps out last, his right hand resting inside the book resting in his left hand::
Host Naia says:
::approaches LaPointe, a broad smile on her face:: CO: We thank you.
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
EMT: Stand easy.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Smiles at the reunion.::  Naia:  We hope this is a first of many.
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Steps out of the shuttlepod and stays close to the Captain so that he can keep a good eye on him.::
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
Naia: Happy to be of service. Where would you like the supplies we brought ::notices the clothing::
Host Naia says:
XO: Indeed. If it could be under better circumstances. We cannot begin to thank you. ::somewhat rushed:: You have the supplies?
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
Naia: We've brought basic supplies we thought you would need. But no weapons. I'd like to know more about what’s been going on here
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
Naia:  We will begin to bring down supplies once we have a secure location.
Host Naia says:
::frowns:: XO: I don't understand. Was this not the location we gave you?
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
Naia:  While this is the coordinates it is out in the open.  I'm assuming you have a secure location inside?
Host Naia says:
::nods:: XO/CO: Through these trees. There are caves inside, remnants of the time before. I believe they qualify as 'secure'?
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
Naia:  We also have equipment that we will need out people to set up.  Such as emergency power generations and better equipment.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
Naia:  That will be perfect.  Please lead the way.
Host Naia says:
ACTION: Some of the Deltans move to the other members of the away team to attempt to help with their burdens.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Naia: Excuse me Ma'am, but do you have any doctors I can talk to? I'm anxious to help set up your medical care and to learn more about your race's health needs.
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::moves his hand from inside the book, than glances around at the Deltans curiously::
Host Naia says:
::somewhat distractedly gestures in the general direction of the people helping Anis:: EMT: One of them was a physician, the other his apprentice. They can tell you what you need to know.
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Smiles at O'Reilley.:: Naia: Our crewmen are eager to get started.  We need to discuss your people’s needs so we can better plan for more supplies.
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
Naia: Thank ye. ::Follows the indicated Deltans::
CMC_SCPO_Kelley says:
EMT: Let's go talk to them.
Host Naia says:
SCENE: The Deltans start to lead the away team into the trees toward the cave.
Host CO_Captain_LaPointe says:
::follows the Deltans::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Stops a second and pulls out his communication.::  *Phoenix*: This is Commander McQuade.  Come in?
EMT_PO2_OReilley says:
CMC: I'll let you know what we need as soon as I get an idea meself Chief. First I need to learn more about how their bodies work to see if we even have anything that works on them.
ARM_Lt_Eminger says:
::Follows everyone.::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
::Tries to tune in the communicator a little better playing with the nifty knobs and dials like he was trained.::
Host Naia says:
@ <Phoenix> *AWAY TEAM: ...ck..... ...Repeat... th.s... th.... Pho..ix.. we'r.... un...r... att..k...
Chap_Lt_Feare says:
::moves with the Deltans::
XO_Cmdr_McQuade says:
*Phoenix*: This is Commander McQuade.  Please repeat.  Did you say you are under attack?
Host Naia says:
SCENE: The away team looks up in unison as they hear a thunderclap traveling down the canyon and five fast-moving craft appear out of the clouds, dropping objects.
Host Naia says:
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Pause Mission >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

