USS Sharikahr Mission # 353
Space, the final frontier...These are the adventures of the USS Sharikahr in her continuing mission to bring peace where conflicts may arise, to explore new worlds untouched by the eyes of men, and to brave the darkness of the last vast, unknown.
Last mission, the crew of the USS Sharikahr had the first contact with the Duergar, a new grup of alien that seems friendly enough all considered and they have also been introduced to the Alvar, another group of aliens, whose war with the Duergar has set the whole area on fire.
In the meanwhile, considering the risks ahead, the colonist ships have been sprouting phaser turrets and the Breen have given up their observer status and are most definitively on a collision course with the fleet.
Many obstacles are once again standing on the road to Nova Arcadia, now it is up to Captain Savar and his crew to find a way through them. All this, of course, with dwindling supplies.
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= /\ = /\ = Begin Mission = /\ = /\ =
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
::Wanders back onto the Bridge with a fresh cup of coffee and heads for the Engineering station::
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::in the tactical center, looking over one of the secondary consoles tracking the positions of their ships, while the main display continues to display the situation as recorded by tactical sensors::
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: On the bridge, quietly going through data files, looking for references to the aliens who had given the Duergar and Alvar warp drive::
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
::Starts reviewing the data from the sensor scans of the area looking to see what is interfering with the scans and what might be done to get around the problem::
SO_Archimedes says:
:: Steps off onto the bridge and heads over toward science.  There he looks over So'tsoh's shoulder::  CSO:  What are you looking for?
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
::in her chair at Command:: CEO: Is that fleet of ships still holding its position?
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: In the astrometrics lab with a few of the Duergar ::  So your planet is in... this direction?  :: Motions ::
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::nods once to the crewman over who's shoulder he's been staring for the past few minutes:: Crewman: Nice job. See what you can do about narrowing sensor focus, though. If we wind up caught in a fire fight, I really would rather hit someone we're not supposed to be protecting.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
XO: The CTO would be more qualified to answer that, I'm working on improving the sensor resolution at the moment, not keeping track of people.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO:  References to a species that gave technology where they should not have.  About 50 years ago, they gave our guests warp drive.  They had introduced themselves as explorers from a cold planet and then proceeded to make a bargain with both species.  Mining rights to their moons for warp drives.
Host Enrico says:
<Duergar>: CO: Yes, this double starred system is our home. ::looks as if in awe at the technology::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*CTO*: Lt. are those unknown ships still holding position?
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::walks towards a display that's tied into the current work being done to improve sensor resolution::
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO:  During the whole time, they wore helmeted protection suits claiming it was to protect them from the heat.  While that is possible, I do not believe it.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::taps his badge in reply:: *XO*: They are, commander. But I'd still recommend we take up a defensive formation.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: Highlights the Gamma Night area ::  Duergar: This area is regularly under a radiation blackout for ten of our hours every thirty hours.  However, in the center of it, is a planet of interest - yet you claim it to be uninhabitable?
SO_Archimedes says:
CSO:  Why do you think that?
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO: They were not... open with them.  Then after mining out whatever they had wanted, they simply left.  One does not need a dark mask unless one is trying to hide something.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
*CTO*: Try using a tunneling neutrino beam scan Lt., I don't believe they are affected by this phenomenon, and it might get us better resolution. As for communications, we can stick to lasers for line-of-sight traffic within the fleet.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO:  Anything on the communication situation here?
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*CTO*:I'll recommend it to the Captain. Are the Breen still on their intercept course?
SO_Archimedes says:
CSO:  The chief and CTO have taken on the task.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: nods::
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::calling up the diagnostic routines on the sensors, notices everything seeming to pass:: *CEO*: Understood. Range may be limited, but it's better than the nothing we're gonna see in a few hours.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
*CO*: Captain, with your ongoing talk, did you learn what had been mined from the moons?
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
*CTO*: That's what I'm thinking, it should at least allow us to maneuver and avoid running into each other, and target things if needed. Best I can recommend at the moment. If I have another eureka moment I'll let you know.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::gestures towards a petty officer:: PO: Sovok, reconfigure the secondary sensor array for neutrino tunneling protocols. Route the feed to this station... I wanna see if it gets us anywhere.
Host Enrico says:
<Duergar> CO: I am not sure I do understand the question. We do not go too close to the center of the Blind or we wither and die.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::realizes he's yet to reply to Millicent, figures it's just one more reason for his eventual court martial:: *XO*: They appear to be, yes. According to current information course and speed are unchanged.
SO_Archimedes says:
CSO: The Breen are might fit your people as well as having proximity.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO: They are at the top of the list.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
*CSO*: Not yet.  I will ask.  Duergar: It causes you physical harm?  *Bridge*: Bridge, have we been able to contact McKay and convince him he needs to hear this?
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: finishes compiling the list which is not that large given the parameters.::
SO_Archimedes says:
CSO:  Looks like the still are.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*CO*: Captain with the continuing threat from both the unknown fleet and the Breen, the CTO recommends that we put the fleet into a defensive formation.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::watches as his officer goes about making the modifications to the array for the neutrino tunneling scan::
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO: So what where they after...
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
::Continues fiddling with the sensor settings trying to get the best resolution possible::
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
XO: Commander, I think we have a suspect for our question.
Host Enrico says:
<Duergar> CO: Yes, the interaction between the spinning star and the dark portal generates radiation...at this distance this radiation only affects our sensors and communications, but if you go close to the epicenter, it kills you.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*CO*: I contacted McKay two hours ago he was supposed to have come as quickly as he could. Shall I contact him again?
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: nods ::  Duergar: My chief science officer is curious what materials the alien visitors wanted to mine from your icy moons.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CSO: Who is it?
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
XO: There are not that many cold living species and when you add distance, our primary suspect becomes the Breen.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
*XO*: Express to him that this entire mission is in jeopardy
Host Enrico says:
<Duergar>CO: I do not know. We did not use the moons, we wanted the star drive, we never asked.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CSO: That would certainly explain the ship coming toward us. The see us as a threat to their interests here.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*CO*: I will do so at once.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
*CSO*: Chief, the Duergar did not inquire as to what the aliens would be mining.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
XO: Not really.  They gave the technology 50 years go.  They mined intensively for 41 years ago and then suddenly left.  They have not been seen or heard from over the past nine years.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
COM: McKay: Come in Governor I must speak with you immediately.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
<PO_Sovok> ::looks up from his console, and gives a somewhat satisfied nod:: CTO: The modifications have been completed, lieutenant. However due to the lack of interference at this time, it remains uncertain whether or not the modifications will counteract that interference.
Host Enrico says:
<McKay> COM: XO: Commander I am on my shuttle headed toward your ship. It's time we talk. You, me, Prisca and Savar.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
*CTO*: I might have another notion, if you are interested, on how to boost the scan capability.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CSO: They could also have an interest in maintaining the ongoing war. It would not be the first time the Breen used a conflict to further their race.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
*CO*: I don't suppose we could go look.
SO_Archimedes says:
:: smiles at the question::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
COM: McKay: I will inform the CO.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
PO: The Vulcan ability to state the obvious never ceases to amaze me. Thank you, petty officer. ::smirks, and just shakes his head a little:: *CEO*: I'm all ears, commander. Oh, and, the tunneling protocol's officially engaged. We're restricting it to the secondary array for the time being. No sense converting everything to ignore a lack of subspace.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*CO*: It turns out McKay is on his way. He wishes to speak with you me and Prisca. Should I contact her?
SO_Archimedes says:
:: quietly::  CSO:  For some reason, that does not sound very... positive.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: glances over at the first officer::  SO: We shall see.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
*CSO*: We have a primary mission to carry out.  When that is complete, we might have the ability.  :: Hears his XO ::  Duergar: I thank you for your knowledge.  If there is anything more that you require, you may speak to the security personnel.  We should also plan on a way to return you to your home.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
*XO*: Have Commander Prisca join us in the Observation Lounge.  I will be there shortly.
SO_Archimedes says:
CSO: It did not hurt to ask.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
*CTO*: Well, I was thinking something bigger, lots bigger. We convert all the sensors in the fleet to use tunneling neutrino scans, then coordinate and combine the effects, like a very large array radio telescope. The problem we are facing is the sensors just don't have the power to piece the gamma, I'm hoping this might change that.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
COM: Minerva: I need to speak with Commander Prisca. Is she available?
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO: I did not think it was possible.  Though it might answer a few questions that could be important to what is going on.
Host Enrico says:
<Duergar> CO: Going where you are going is going toward death. But we have no choice, to go home we have to go with you and risk death with your people.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
*CEO*: Doable, sure. Maybe. I don't know how on par the colony's sensor technology is with Starfleet's.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
*CEO*: The only problem is it may limit our response times when we're not in neutrino night. It's a pretty heavy conversion.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
Duergar: Perhaps there is another way.  We will speak again later.  :: Bows slightly
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
*CTO*: It's not the sophistication that is the problem; it's the lack of power to penetrate the gamma interference. As long as we get enough power to get through, we'll be able to see. We don't need fancy, just volume and power. We use the other ships to add power and volume, then use the Shari and Minerva to process the signal.
Host Enrico says:
<Prisca> COM: XO: Commander Arinoch, what can I do for you?
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
*CEO*: Tap the captain on the shoulder and see if he'll go for it.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
COM: Prisca: Governor McKay has requested your presence for a meeting on the Sharikahr. Could you join us in the Sharikahr's Observation Lounge?
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
XO: I have a plan for the sensors, have you been eavesdropping on me and the CTO, or do you need me to bring you up-to-speed?
Host Enrico says:
<Prisca> COM: XO: I will join you immediately, please lower the shields so that I can beam aboard.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CEO: I'm sorry Commander, something has come up so I was not attentive.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::steps over to the replicator, and gets himself a cup of coffee::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*CTO*: Please drop the shields for a moment so Commander Prisca can beam aboard.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO:  There are too many possibilities the Breen might have wanted the moons for.  Only time will tell.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: Sees the Duergar safely escorted and then enters a turbo lift towards the Lounge ::
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
XO: I have a plan to tie all the ships in the fleet together like a very large radio telescope array and using tunneling neutrinos, possibly get past the interference. The CTO suggested we run it by the Skipper for approval.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
<TO_Ens_T'Lorn> ::on the bridge at tactical, overhears the XO's call for lowering the shields, and does so::
SO_Archimedes says:
CSO: Unfortunately, it might be looking from the other side of a weapon.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CEO: If you have the information on a PADD I will take it to him now.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO: Have you had an opportunity to check over the data from the hydroponics?
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
::Quickly puts the sensor plan basics on a PADD and hands it to the XO::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
COM: Prisca: Shields are down. Beam away.
Host Enrico says:
<Minerva> COM: XO: Commander Prisca just beamed aboard your ship.
SO_Archimedes says:
:: smiles::  CSO: Your cousin would make a good farmer.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
*XO*: Aye, sir. ::looks up briefly from the console, in time to see the shields go down::
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: looks down to hide the smile in her eyes and then looks back up.::  SO: One would be wise not to tell him that.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CEO: Thanks Commander. ::stands to leave::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
TO: Raise the shields again.
SO_Archimedes says:
CSO: I heard his rumbling.  I am curious to how it will translate from Vulcan.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
SO: Some things should probably remain a mystery.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
<TO_Ens_T'Lorn> XO: Aye, commander. ::obliges, with a slight nod::
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: Once he's in the lounge, he pulls up their schematic of the local sector and awaits the others ::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CEO: For the time being, I'd like you to go to the TIC and go over this plan with the CTO.
Host Enrico says:
<Transporter_Chief>: *XO*: Commander Prisca is on her way to the conference lounge.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CSO: While we're all away. The Bridge is yours.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: Looks up and nods.::  XO:  Aye, commander.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
<TO_Ens_T'Lorn> XO: Commander, I believe it would be appropriate to point out the commander lacks the security clearance to enter the tactical center.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
*Transporter Chief*: Thanks.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: Stands and moves toward the command chair.::
SO_Archimedes says:
:: Takes over the science console.::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
CEO: All right then, continue to work on the plan here on the Bridge.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::takes a pull from the cup, and heads towards the corridor::
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: Seated at the head of the table, Savar looks up from his display as Commander Prisca enters.  He stands from his chair ::  Prisca: Commander.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
::exits the Bridge and makes her way to the Observation Lounge:: *CTO*: Could you head to the Bridge to do a little more work on this sensor plan. I want the changes ready t go if the CO approves.
Host Enrico says:
<Prisca>::enters in the room with her usual military efficiency:: CO: Captain...good to see you again.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::entering the corridor and heading for the lift:: *XO*: On my way.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: Takes his seat again ::  Prisca: A pleasantry?  Certainly these are not positive times for us.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
::Looks up from her console:: XO: I'm sorry, did you say something? I was working on some calculations.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::steps into the lift:: TL: Bridge.
Host Enrico says:
<Governor's shuttle> COM: Bridge: Permission to beam Governor Mc Kay aboard?
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: Looks over her shoulder::  CEO:  Chief, the first officer has left the bridge.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::steps off the lift, and heads towards the CEO::
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CSO: Oh... ok... never mind then.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CEO: I believe she wanted you to work with Lieutenant Arinoch.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
::enters the Observation Lounge:: CO: The CEO and CTO have been working on a plan to help our sensors combat the gamma night. I have them working on the modifications already so they can implement them immediately if you approve.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CTO: Have a look at this... I've set up a schematic of the grid and how the ships will need to be in formation. ::shows him a screen with the layout::
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
::hands the PADD to the CO::
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
:: Curious, walks over to join them.::
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::has a look over her shoulder:: CEO: Gonna make defending a little more tricky.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
COMM: Governors shuttle:  Permission granted.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CTO: We only need to do it during the blackouts, the rest of the time we can use our normal formation.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
XO: I would like to review the basic schematics and theories first.  :: Accepts the display and motions to Prisca ::  I suppose these are the last few moments before McKay arrives.

ACTION: Once he has gotten permissions from OPS McKay beams on the nearest transporter pad and after a little joins the others in the conference room.

XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
::sits down::
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
:: Steeples his fingers as McKay joins them ::  McKay: Governor.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CEO: How does the formation assist in the blackout?
Host Enrico says:
<McKay> ALL: thank you for meeting me all in such a short notice ::nods to the CO:: But I think we need to decide a plan for the coming weeks.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
CEO: Problem is, these people have been living in this. They'll still have a tactical advantage in this mess.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
McKay: Agreed.  Governor, I have been provided critical information from the aliens recovered from the beacon.
Host Gov_McKay says:
CO: I read your brief with interest Captain.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
::quickly takes a minute and fills Sin in on what they've been discussing regarding neutrino tunneling::
Host Gov_McKay says:
ALL: I have a very important question for you all, and the question is, do you think we have a chance to make it to the Tenaris System and Nova Arcadia?
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CTO: Basically we are using the fleet like a very large array, like those radio telescopes in New Mexico in the desert. By using multiple antennas we get a better picture by looking at the same thing from multiple viewpoints and overlaying the data to form a single picture. Like scanning it a hundred times and filtering out the junk. Get it now?
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CTO/CEO: Interesting.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CEO: What are the odds that this will work?
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
McKay: A chance?  Yes.  A significant one?  :: Pauses ::
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CSO: Better than average. As I told Lt. Arinoch it's a matter of getting enough power and volume to burn through the interference. One ship doesn't have the signal strength, but amplifying it across the array of the whole fleet might do it. Got to be better than not doing it.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CEO: While it is not in our best interest to have night fall, I look forward to your experiment.
Host Gov_McKay says:
CO: What do you mean Captain?
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
CEO: My only concern is maneuverability, commander. By the looks of this we'll have to stay pretty tight.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
McKay: What is the general feeling of the convoy?  Are we likely to encounter another defection like Thras?
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CSO: Well, it worked for the astronomers on Earth, I figure why not give it a shot.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
CEO: If I were any of these people. I wouldn't engage us until nightfall. Remember, they live here.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CEO:  We shall find out soon enough.  So you need anything from the science department?
Host Gov_McKay says:
CO: I plan to launch a referendum among all the colonists. They will tell me if they want to move forward despite all the dangers. Of course a better assesment of those dangers would help. But I feel they will not want to stop now.
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CTO: They would... or should have the same issues that we will have.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CTO: Yes, they live here. However, that doesn't necessarily mean they will be able to see any better than we will, unless they use a different type of sensor technology than we do. As I said, it's a matter of power and focus, not sophistication.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
McKay: Personnel and resources are strained.  If there is any hesitation, any defections... this effort is likely to not succeed.
Host Gov_McKay says:
ALL: What is your opinion? you are all experienced fighters.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
CEO: On our end, yes. But, when it's your natural environment, you adapt.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
McKay: As far as external dangers go, at the moment we have a Breen ship on an intercept course and an fleet of unknown alien ships waiting close by.
Host Gov_McKay says:
<Prisca> ALL: I say we go. If we were scared of dangers we would have all stayed on our own home planets.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
CEO: I'd just prefer not to give our alien friends out there, or the Breen for that matter, an easy target.
CEO_Cmdr_Hembrook says:
CTO: If you have a better option I'm open to hearing it. We can put the warships on the outside of the formation in any case. Position of each ship is irrelevant so long as the grid is set up.
Host Gov_McKay says:
XO: Right, but what do you feel we should do?
CSO_LtCmd_So`tsoh says:
CTO: We have the area mapped out as much as we can.  Possible strategic places are noted.  There are not that many.  At the same time, we are responsible for the entire unit, they only for each vessel.
CTO_Ltjg_Arinoch says:
CEO: A standard convoy formation should work, then. Sharikahr on point, Minerva bringing up the rear, and the Klingons on the flanks.
XO_Cmdr_Arinoch says:
McKay: Personally I would attempt to go on.
Host CO_Captain_Savar says:
McKay: The decision is not ours. You lead the convoy; we are here as support vessels.  It's time to make the difficult decisions, Governor.
Host Gov_McKay says:
CO: I already did mine. I want the draft of a defense plan on my desk in 3 hours. Make sure it is there Captain.

= /\ = /\ = End Mission = /\ = /\ =
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