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Docked at Arcadia Station the U.S.S. Quirinus undergoes repairs, supervised by the stations Chief Engineering Officer, Lieutenant Baranephelion Ilianor. The crew have been grated some leave time before their next, likely dangerous, assignment...

=/\==/\=BEGIN U.S.S. Quirinus Mission - "The Chess Game - Backwards Motion"=/\==/\=

CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
::Arrives back from the station to check on the progress of repairs::

ACTION - A communiqué comes through to the Quirinus directly for Captain Sulek, Commanding Officer.

FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::on the bridge overseeing the final engine shutdowns before they can be worked on::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::arriving in his Ready Room he sits down to send the messages to the families when his communication console beeps::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: working in the astrophysics lab, recalibrating the quantum spectrometer ::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::on the bridge assigning shore leave to various departments::
CNS_Azhure says:
:: In her quarters, lying on her bed, staring up at the ceiling.::
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
@::Retreats back to the station to check on the stations repair teams::

ACTION - The communication informs Captain Sulek that the Quirinus will be assigned a member of the Federation News Service, one Doctor Dovan Karr will be assigned to the Quirinus for the duration of the war.

FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::engages the last set of safeties and turns around:: XO: Engines are officially stowed, Commander. The engineers can strip her down now.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::absently:: FCO: Good. You're on shore leave. Make the best of it, I don't know how long we'll be here.
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Pangborn*: We are to get an Embedded Reporter.  Please make necessary quarter arrangement for Dr. Dovan Karr of the news service.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*Sulek*: You have Got to be kidding me. Is this some kind of freak show?
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::overhears the conversation and folds his arms, waiting to speak::

ACTION - Tactical reports from the front line come in to the Quirinus...

CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Walking around crew decks, she finds the door she is looking for, and chimes at the CNS quarters.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Pangborn*: Many of the ships have them.  They are to be given every consideration short of classified battle strategies and are to be kept as safe as possible.

ACTION - A young Bolian woman walks past Doctor Alexander, glancing over at the quarters in interest. She pauses briefly and then continues on down the hall...

CNS_Azhure says:
:: Brought back to her surroundings, she slips out of bed and heads for her main quarters.:: CMO: Enter...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*Sulek*: Oh I'll keep them safe. Like totally away from me.
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::reads once again the message from Azhure::
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Notices a women looking at her from her periphery, as the Bolian walks past, she glances over her shoulder quickly with a confused look.  She then looks forward and ring's the CNS chime again.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Pangborn* But do it with a well-meaning intent.  Sulek out.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Self: Now that is just dandy
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Enters Azhure's quarters, seeing her in the main area, smiles nervously.:: CNS: Hey...
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::watches Pangborn carefully:: XO: You don't look pleased.
CNS_Azhure says:
:: running a hand through her hair she nods with a tired smile.:: CMO: Zee... come in.  Can I get you something to drink?

ACTION - The turbolift door on the Quirinus slides open, revealing a Bolian man in a dress suit. He has an inquisitive look in his eyes...

Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Azhure*: Counselor, this is Sulek.  I have read your message.  How may I be of assistance.
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
::Going over the repair reports::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
FCO: An astute observation. We're to have a 'guest' in the form of a Federation News Service reporter on board.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::smirks:: XO: Well have fun with them. I won't be here to share the pain, fortunately.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
FCO: Why not?
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
CNS: Ahh, a glass of water would be fine thanks.
CNS_Azhure says:
*CO*: If you remember what we talked about before... ::Sighs:: I do not know what more to do.  Nothing I am doing is working; perhaps the opposite affect.
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Nods and goes to the replicator:: CMO: Chilled?
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::straightens:: The High Command doesn't approve of this war Starfleet has plunged itself into. I'm being recalled.
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
*XO*: Sir, from the reports I have the repairs will take a minimum of seventy two hours.
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
:: Tugs on the tail of his uniform again as he steps out onto the Bridge ::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Azhure*: I understand.  You are sure that this is a course of action you must follow.  I am willing to try.
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Nods.:: CNS: That would be lovely...  ::As Azhure moves to the replicator, she notices the tired look around her eyes.::  How have you been?
Host Doctor_Karr says:
::The Doctor moves along the back of the bridge and he overhears the discussion between the Vulcan and Terran men:: FCO: Vulcan officers throughout the Fleet have been recalled...something that is not highly unexpected...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
FCO: I see. I'm  not really into is myself, but good luck. ::screws his hand around trying to make that Vulcan sign, but ends up giving him the finger:: Live long and prosper.
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Orders the drink and turns to hand it to Zee::
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
:: Looks up ::  Karr: I'm sorry.. who are you?
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*CEO*: Didn't I tell you to take a break?
CNS_Azhure says:
*CO*: The only other course might be to find me a nice padded room.  ::motions Zee to the couch.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Azhure*: Then we should meet in sickbay.  I would have you closely monitored by the Doctor during the course of our...action.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::laughs:: XO: You just set diplomacy between our people back a hundred years, Commander. ::turns toward the new arrival:: Karr: And you are?
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Taking the drink, has quick sip, then lets the glass rest in her palm.  Listens to the conversation on the intercom, and nodding, moves to take a spot on the couch.::
Host Doctor_Karr says:
::Karr moves the datapad in his hand to his left one and then reaches out to shake Power's hand:: CTO: Doctor Dovan Karr, Federation News Service...a pleasure to meet you Commander Powers. ::He gives a friendly smile::
Host Doctor_Karr says:
FCO: Your replacement on this merry crew... or so it would seem...
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
:: Takes the offered hand ::  Karr: Guess they're giving doctorates out in cereal boxes these days...
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
*XO*: I was sitting down when I read them....sir.
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Looks at Zee and motions abstractly:: *CO*: When would you like to meet?
TO_Lt_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::wandering the station, people-watching after her target practice session::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*CEO*: As long as you're not disobeying the captains orders
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::turns to the reporter::
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
*XO*: Never crossed my mind, sir.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: stands up ::  *XO*: Kraight to Pangborn.
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Takes another sip of the water, concern growing her at the mention of Sulek's action.  She knew very well what they meant, and she also knew such a treatment could be dangerous for both patient and healer.::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*CSO*: Pangborn here
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Azhure* As soon as possible.  We do not know what circumstances may befall us.  It is best if we do it before new orders arrive and repairs are complete.
Host Doctor_Karr says:
CTO: My focus is in Political Economics... Commander...
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
*XO*: Commander, repairs to the science labs are essentially complete. My staff is doing some final cleanup. I'm available to help out in other sections, if needed.
CNS_Azhure says:
::Looks at Zee:: CMO: Ready?  He is correct, time is limited.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::nods a hello to Karr:: CTO/XO: I had better pack. Good hunting. ::leans close to Powers before leaving:: And take care of the delectable counselor. She wears such delicate things. ::claps him on the shoulder and walks on toward the lifts::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*CSO*: Why don't you take some time off. It may be a while before you get the chance again.
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Sighs, placing the glass down on the coffee table.:: CNS: Are you sure this is the only way?  There could be a medical treatment we could still uncover...
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Looks at the doctor.:: *CO*: We are on our way.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
*XO*: You're probably right. I'll do so... but please feel free to recall me if I can be of any assistance aboard ship. 
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::rising and crossing to the door:: *Azhure*: I will need a moment to prepare and a new arrival to greet.  I will meet you in sickbay.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*CSO*: Noted. Have a good time. Pangborn out.
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: Political economics, eh?  I'd offer to listen to you chat about it, but I get bored without explosions and phasers.
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Turns back to her room briefly to get a letter she had prepared earlier for Bill, and leaves it on the bed.::
CNS_Azhure says:
*CO*: Aye sir...
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: looks around, gives a few final suggestions to various members of his staff, and heads for the transporter room ::
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Goes back out:: CMO: I don't think time is in our favor... I could leave the ship and go back to my adopted family...
Host Doctor_Karr says:
::He gives a smile and nods:: CTO: A true Tactical Officer... ::He steps away from Powers and takes several steps towards the command circle:: XO: Commander Pangborn, if you have a moment I would like to have a word with you, about the Xherivhan...
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::steps into the lift and orders it down to the senior officer decks::
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Realizing there is no use protesting, seeing the look of determination in Azhure's eyes.  A feeling she knew well herself.:: CNS: Alright, if you're going to do this, I want to be there.  ::Follows briskly into step behind the commander.::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::balks at being reminded of crossroads:: Karr: What about them?
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::enters Bridge seeing the reporter, he crosses to Powers:: Dr. Karr:  I am Captain Sulek, I have been informed of your position on the Quirinus.  Quarters have been arranged for you.
CNS_Azhure says:
::Smiles as they step out the door.:: CMO: I don't think your not being there was an option.
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
::After getting  a repair crew back on track, decides to retire to the religious facilities on the station for a brief respite::
Host Doctor_Karr says:
::The Doctor nods to Captain Sulek respectfully:: CO: Greetings, Captain... ::He pauses and glances at the Commander again:: XO: I've been studying the politics of this region for several years, Crossroads and it's political... instability... is of great interest to me. Your insight would be invaluable...
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
CNS: I just hope this goes well...  ::Wondering what the PADD was Azhure rushed back to drop off, and gets an uneasy feeling.::  Have you ever experienced a mind meld before?  It can be quite over-whelming...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Karr: Crossroads is a festering boil on the anus of the universe. They have no interest in peace, only in new ways of killing each other. Anything else?
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Karr: My staff has been instructed to cooperate with you within the given parameters of all embedded reporters.  If you will excuse me, however, there is much I must attend to.  I look forward to having a chance to speak with you.  :: looks at Pangborn:: Pangborn: You have the con.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::doesn't bother saying goodbye to any of the people on the ship since he didn't really have any friends here, instead he focuses on getting to his quarters::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::turns and heads to the TL:: Sickbay.
Host Doctor_Karr says:
::He chuckles and gives a curt nod:: XO: Thank you for your valuable...opinion, Commander. CO: ...and I, you, Captain...
CNS_Azhure says:
CMO: Not the kind the captain will be performing.  My adopted family did one to create a simple family bond.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::enters his quarters and looks around at the meager possessions sprinkled around the room like debris, sighing as he realizes how easily he'll be able to remove himself::
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
:: really not much to do on the Bridge while docked, reads over incoming reports from the conflict efforts ::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Karr: Duty OPS can help you find your quarters when you're ready.
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
CNS: It's going to be much more intense... and the bond stronger.  A part of the captain's essence will always be with you after the meld.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: beams over to Arcadia Station, and immediately sets out in search of a nice steaming plate of Swedish meatballs ::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::arrives at deck and moves down the hall to sickbay and enters::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::retrieves a couple of bags from the closet and begins to open the doors and draws, pulling out his clothes and stuffing them in a duffel::
Host Doctor_Karr says:
::As Sulek leaves, the Doctor mingles around the bridge, glancing around at displays and asking questions of some of the junior staff. He makes his way over to the Tactical display:: CTO: ...do you have any comments on the current war with the Synod...?
CNS_Azhure says:
::Lightens the mood with a light chuckle::  CMO: And I with him... poor man.  Think he can handle that?  ::Steps from the lift and turns toward sickbay.::
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: Comments?  I've been under attack, and consider myself highly likely to be still alive.  We faced twenty vessels when other ships were overcome by less.
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::he enters the doctors office and lowers the lighting, then sits with an empty chair opposit of him.  He closes his eyes and quiets his mind from the activity of past events::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::tosses the bag with the clothes on the bed and takes a smaller one out for his personal effects::
Host Doctor_Karr says:
CTO: Twenty? ::His eyes light up and he pulls out his PADD:: Fascinating...how were you able to overcome such staggering odds?
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Giggles slightly, but her laugh fades as the face the grey doors of sickbay.:: CNS: Here we are...
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: Luck perhaps?  I'm not egotistical enough to say that our ship came up with some tactic that was wild and unusual - something the Synod weren't expecting.
Host Doctor_Karr says:
CTO: ...but whatever you did kept you alive...
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Pauses:: CMO: And the captain is already here.  :: Looks at Zee and with a light smile, enters the room.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::steepling his hands in front of him he releases a slow purposeful breath and opens his eyes::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::packs up a few pictures of his family and Katira, a meditating crystal his father gave him and a painting his mother gave him::
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
::Enters and begins his meditation::
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: Guess those asteroids really took the brunt of the attack.  It's easier for one vessel to hide than twenty.

ACTION - Sulek hears a whisper of thoughts in the back of his mind that slowly fades away... forgotten troubles from a forgotten time...

CNS_Azhure says:
:: Pauses outside the CMO's office and quietly waits, trying to quiet her own inner mind.::
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
CNS: If I didn't know any better I'd say you were already linked...  ::Sees Sulek through the windows in her office.:: There he is.  ::Walks after the CNS towards her office.::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::looks around the quarters for anything he's leaving behind and when satisfied he hasn't, he zips the bags up and hefts them on his way out the door::
CNS_Azhure says:
:: quietly:: CMO: All life is connected to some degree or another.  Some are just more... aware.  ::lightly lays a hand on her arm.::

ACTION: Alexander bumps into a Bolian woman en route to her office and recognizes her as the same one outside of Azhure's quarters. The El Aurian woman doesn't recognize her at all.

CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
Ooofff... sorry.  ::Does a double take as she notices it's the same Bolian woman from before.:: Aloud: That's strange...
Host Doctor_Karr says:
CTO: Were you able to claim any survivors from the Synod force? The opportunity to discuss their political inclinations would be rather insightful...
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::as the two enter the office:: Alexander:  You may scan in any way that you may wish, it will not interfere with the meld.  You do understand the risk involved.  I am going to attempt to remove any foreign blocks placed in the Counselor's mind.  There will most certainly be discomfort, perhaps even the appearance of pain.  In no case, should you try to break the meld...the results could be dangerous.
CNS_Azhure says:
:: A frown furrows her brow for a moment before turning to the captain.::
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: Taking prisoners was not on our mind, no.  However, there might be Synod captured elsewhere.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::carries the bags into the turbolift and orders it down another few decks with another errand to run::
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Forgets about the Bolian as the captain speaks.:: CO: I see... then what do I do if something goes wrong?
Host Doctor_Karr says:
CTO: ...so none of the attacking force survived your confrontation?
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: I don't know.
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Alexander: Simply place your hand on my shoulder.  It will warn me to withdraw.
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::nods::
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Waits to be directed.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Alexander: It is unlikely though that I will not already be aware of the problem.
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Azhure: If you are ready, please sit opposite of me and we shall begin once the Doctor has established her monitoring of us.
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::opens her tricorder:: CO: Ready sir...

ACTION - Life on the station is busy, as members of the station and surrounding vessels attempt to prepare for war...

CNS_Azhure says:
::Moves to sit opposite Sulek and makes herself comfortable.  While the doctor performs general scans, she closes her eyes to take deep breaths.::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::exits on the medical deck and marches down the corridor toward Sickbay::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::reaches out and places his hands on the counselor's face, his fingers lightly resting at the temples stretching across beneath the eyes and the each side of her nose:: Azhure: My mind to your mind.... your mind...
CNS_Azhure says:
:: For the first time in her life, allows her mind to fully open to another, for half measures here could spell trouble or failure.::

ACTION - The Bolian Doctor looks over at Commander Powers and then down at his PADD and his notes. "...rumor has it that the Lilithine have established a base of operations within the Holy Space - a station it is believed you uncovered. Do you have a comment on this?"

Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::his voice is steady, rhythmic and concentrated...slowly, his mind reaches into the edges of Azhure's consciousness::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::walks into Sickbay:: CMO: Doctor, I'm being recalled and I need my most recent medical rec... ::looks at what he's walking in on:: What's going on?
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::sighs worriedly, and monitors scans.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Azhure: You should feel the presence of my thoughts...
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
~~I am here~~
CNS_Azhure says:
~~~~CO: As am I.~~~~
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::looks to Ahkileez, and brings her finger to her mouth.::  FCO: Mind meld... ::whispers.::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
CMO: I figured he wasn't molesting her. The question is why?

ACTION - Sulek and Azhure's mind connect... and Sulek is pulled into an unexpected darkness, alone...

CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: I know nothing of that.
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
~~Azhure:  Think back to the moment you returned to us...lead me down...~~  ::he stares into the dark void::
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
FCO: Now's not a good time...  ::Looks very distracted as she monitors the brainwave scans on her tricorder, and sees the CNS and CO's brainwaves align.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
~~Azhure: Are you with me?~~
Host Doctor_Karr says:
CTO: According to reports the U.S.S. Naftali uncovered a suspected Lilithine station several months ago - it is believed that they have regained their ownership of the station. You have no comments on this recent development?
CNS_Azhure says:
::Returns to the moment she found herself on an alien world, being attacked by a fuzzy creature, then suddenly being on the ship with others.::
CNS_Azhure says:
~~~~CO: I am here...~~~~
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
:;sighs:: CMO: Just get me my medical records and I'll be on my way.
CTO_Cmdr_Powers says:
Karr: No.  I do not.
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
~~Azhure:  Do you see the darkness the surrounds our mind?~~

ACTION - Captain Caine rushes past Lieutenant Kostandinos-Michaels in the promenade and doesn't even seem to notice her. He seems frantic as he runs through the station's corridors...

CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
FCO: Ask nurse Navar... she'll get them.  ::Walks in a semi-circle around the commander and the captain, running the scanner over the temples of the counselor and the captain, getting detailed neural scans.::
CNS_Azhure says:
:: The memory before last vanishes and all is darkness:: ~~~~CO: Yes...~~~~

ACTION - Screams can be heard from deep within the dark void. Crying, wailing in pain...it's Azhure's voice, in pain.

TO_Lt_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::sees a blur run by her and recognizes the face, if not his reason for being so frantic - goes after him and calls out:: Caine: Where's the fire?
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
~~Azhure:  It is a trap...a block...that keeps us from seeing moments gone...It is the block of another...like a gravity well...come we can pass...~~
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
::Finishes his meditation and leaves heading back to station engineering::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::waves them off and goes to seek out the nurse to get a copy of his medical records::
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Reaches out to him to follow.::
Host Nathan_Caine says:
::He looks frustrated, to the point of being red in the face:: TO: Those damned engineers - they decided to outfit the Cerberus for civilian runs - and have been tearing apart my ship, without permission!
CNS_Azhure says:
:: Stops suddenly as pain racks through her.::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
~~Azhure:  You/We are sealed there.  We must be free...do not turn from our steps~~
CMO_Ens_Alexander says:
::Notices a slight elevation in stress hormones, but still within the norm.  Whatever they were seeing it was unpleasant...::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::gently he begins to push against the void...looking for fissures in its making::
CNS_Azhure says:
::Mentally swallows hard and takes the imaginary hand, suddenly needing it as she follows.::
TO_Lt_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::raises an eyebrow:: Caine: That's service for you... I'd be pretty ticked myself
CEO_LtJg_Chandra says:
::Enters the engineering department::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::keeps a mildly interested eye on the Azhure situation while the nurse brings up his most recent medical records and gives him a copy, he takes the padd and briefly unzips his bag to stuff it in, walking back over::
Host CO_Capt_Sulek says:
~~::calling out:: Azhure:  You who are trapped...the Azhure on the other side...fight to become one with us.~~
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::pulls something out of the back and stops by Doctor Alexander and slips a small bundle of cloth into her hand:: CMO: I have to go. Return that to Commander Azhure please. It belongs to her. ::walks past the group and out of sickbay, heading for the airlock::

ACTION - Caine slips between a few Starfleet officers and rushes down one of the corridors to the docking bay.

ACTION - A flash of memory washes over Azhure and Sulek. They find themselves in a forest in the mountains. The trees burn around them and heat washes over them. The pained screams continue...

=/\==/\=END Mission=/\==/\=

