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Summary - The senior staff of the U.S.S. Quirinus have found themselves on the surface of Zeta Coyan VII, in a storm and trapped on the surface. Captain Sulek has decided to divide his crew up...

Commander Kraight, Lt. Commander Powers, Lieutenant JG Kostandinos-Michaels, Ensign Chandra and Commander Pangborn, along with a junior Tactical Officer are currently investigating a cave system to the south of their landing site...

The remaining officers are preparing to beam back to the site of the two Karelian shuttles. What they will encounter they do not know, but they know that they must uncover some answers...

Finally, Commander Azhure and Captain Matisse have found themselves pursued by a pair of Lilithine women. Their undercover agent is dead and they must bring back proof of a possible Lilithine uprising. What will they do now that their safe house is no longer secure? Who betrayed them and the Starfleet agent?

Answers await in the shadows...

=/\==/\= BEGIN U.S.S. Quirinus Mission - "Storm Fronts - Unexplored Frontiers, Shadows & Death" =/\==/\=
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: In a small hotel room, sitting at a table working on pulling up the data they needed on where the main computer core they needed was located.::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::gripping her phaser rifle a little tightly, feeling more alert and cautious than usual due to everything this planet has thrown at them::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@ ::Sits crossed legged on the bed, eating, looking across the room at the door::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::preparing to beam back to the Karelian shuttles:::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::finishing the examination of the FCO's readings whilst unconscious, and just shakes his head::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::pacing:: CSO: Kraight, what about harnessing the ships power to get in? Is that possible?
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: still scanning the force field, looking for a way through ::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::still stands a bit away from everyone else, shielding himself with a hostile gaze to keep others away from him::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: I'm not certain yet, sir. This field has some very unusual properties...
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Tries again::  XO: You know, we could just phaser in another direction.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
EO: set coordinates to the shuttle enhancers.  ::crosses to a shuttle locker and takes out a phaser rifle:: All: prepare for beam out.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::scans with his tricorder:: CSO: I agree....nonetheless...CTO: We can't be sure we wouldn’t damage what’s inside
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@  :: Without looking reaches for a piece of fruit her hand finds nothing.  Turns to look and discovers she finished it.  Shrugs and turns back to finish.::  CIV:  OK mom... I think I have what we were looking for.  Do I get a badge for my uniform for this?
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
CO: Setting coordinates now sir.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CTO: Let Kraight finish scanning, if all else fails, we'll give your idea a shot
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
XO: If we went slowly, we would.
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::walks to the locker and gets his phase rifle and picks up his Bat'leth as well::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: looks up suddenly, holds out a double-thumbed hand ::  CTO: Mr. Powers... your tricorder, please...

ACTION - On the bridge of the U.S.S. Naftali, Chief David Telarus works along with members of Crossroads Station staff on rebuilding the bridge. Support beams lay everywhere, consoles are burned out. The entire front section of the bridge has been distorted and twisted. It's a mess...but she is not beyond help...

MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::puts the tricorder away, and moves to join the team::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Shrugs and tosses his tricorder to him::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::crosses his arms, content that if he actually needs a weapon, there'll be enough lying on the ground::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: Until I can get back to the ship there's not much I can tell you about what happened.
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::narrows her eyes curiously, wondering what Kraight is up to::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@CNS: Hun, mom’s kinda in her own little world at the moment, you want what? Please tell me what you have.  :: Keeps eying the doorknob::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
CTO: Thank you.  :: sets a tricorder at each side of the cave entrance, makes several adjustments to each ::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::steps up onto a pad:: All: It’s time we get some answers.  MO: Understood.  Perhaps the dead trill will give us some answers.
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::follows the CO and moves in next to him::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Maiel: Coming Praetor?
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::just shrugs:: Self: Well it certainly can't give us more questions.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: talks as he works ::  All: Gather close to the cave entrance. When I trigger the inverse kadion pulse, the field will drop, but only for about ten seconds. Commander Pangborn, you still have your tricorder?
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ CIV:  Remember that building you wanted to show me with all those military people?  We have an appointment to visit them.  Only one problem.  It really needs to be late at night.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::steps over to the pad::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Mutters something about how he should have replicated himself a foil hat while they were at the shuttles::
Praetor_Maiel says:
::Maiel nods to Sulek and moves over towards him. He has his case in hand and looks a little worried about going back::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Yes, do you need it?
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::moves closer to the CSO::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::moves toward the CSO::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::steps onto the pad, and just... waits::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::eyes scan the group::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: Not now. But I will only have time to grab one of these. I'll be the last one in. We may need a second tricorder to get out again.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::nods to K'Targ:: EO: Energize.  :: he puts his rifle at the ready.
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Walks to the cave entrance::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::nods:: CO: Energizing.

ACTION - The away team shimmers in blue light and is beamed away from the shuttles Payette and Bodnar. The rematerialize in the clearing, not far from the alter and the dead form of a Trill male...

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Understood
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@ ::Nods:: CNS: Do you still have your uniform? Or did you leave that behind too? ::Looks in her bag for there fake ID's::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
All: Stand by. Triggering the pulse in three... two... one...   :: taps the tricorder in front of him ::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: a huge blue spark jumps across the cave entrance, and the golden force field dies ::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
All: NOW! everyone inside!
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::moves into the caves::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::as soon as the materialisation is complete, starts in the direction of the body::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::steps quickly inside, still holding the phaser rifle tighter than usual::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ CIV:  Only what I am wearing mom.  I can work on getting the wrinkles out of it.  :: Looks down at herself in annoyance.::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Pushes through:;
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: Take a look  at the trill.  Watch your step.  ::takes out tricorder and scans the altar::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::flips out his tricorder and does routine scans::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: the remainder of the team rushes in... Kraight waits till the last possible second, then grabs the tricorder and leaps inside just as the field re-establishes itself ::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: Aye. ::is already on his way, tricorder out::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::lingers near the middle of the clearing, taking a long look around, acute vision and hearing scanning in ways the tricorder can't::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: there is a loud snap, and the smell of burning fabric ::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
EO: Scan the shuttles for anomalies.
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::once she is inside the cave and out of the way of the entrance, looks around to see what's there::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::scans the interior of the caves::
Praetor_Maiel says:
#<Qui> ::The translucent form of Ambassador Qui enters the bridge and looks around at the shattered Naftali::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
CO: Understood sir scanning.  ::begins to scan the shuttles for any anomalies::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
Self:  Yowch!  :: hits the inside cave wall, hard, one pants leg smoking ::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Stands to pull of her clothes and heading for the bathing room.::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Tosses her ID:: CNS: Get your uniform ready, I’ll be back in the minute ::Heads to the bathroom::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::runs a detailed scan of the body, looking thoughtful a moment::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::looks over at Kraight:: CSO: You okay?
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
CSO: What IS that smell?
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Pauses, catching the ID::  CIV:  Where are you going mom?
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: sits a moment, catching his breath ::   CEO: That would be me, medium rare.

ACTION - The dead Trill lays impaled on the stone alter. A long metal blade has cut through his torso and embedded itself into the stone. The alter itself is covered in ancient runes...almost impossible to translate due to weathering.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: I never knew you had a sense of humour.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
TO: Yes, thank you. A bit singed.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: grins ::  XO: It's there. It's not an asset in science, but it's there, nonetheless.
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@CNS: Just here. ::Closes the door, and rests against the wall in front of the mirror, taking deep breaths::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::walks over to the alter but doesn't approach too closely, dark images from the visions forced in to his mind swim unbidden to the surface again::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: stands, brushes himself off ::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: So what have we got. I'm still getting the same readings in here as out, but stronger. You said there were unusual properties. Care to elaborate?
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::he records the ruined runes and the only identifiable form of a leaf::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Starts to say something, but stops, realizing Matisse needs a moment.  Finishes taking of the uniform as she moves toward the steamer.::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
CO: Sir the temporal fields have dissipated.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::smirks just slightly:: CO: No question as to what killed him, captain. The blade's only managing to make sure he stays put, I'd guess.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
EO: Traps?
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: The force field is self-repairing. That's why it took me so long to identify the specific energy type and frequency. It was actively resisting my scans.
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::checks his scans again::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: No signs of any other ritual on the body?
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
CO: Sir there are several types of traps yes.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: opens his tricorder and resumes scanning ::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Quickly and efficiently removes a drop of juice on the uniform and then begins to straighten it out.::
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#::walks over to Ambassador Qui:: Qui: Ambassador you shouldn't be here.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
All: Move towards the fields. Kraight, lead us on, CTO/TO: Keep a sharp watch out.

ACTION - The rambling voice of a woman can be heard echoing down inside the cave...

FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::walks slowly around the altar, looking for something he fully recognizes as more than unsettling deja vu::
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Falls in line to walk toward the fields::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Follows right behind the CSO, keeping an ear out::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
EO: Then I will allow you to guide us safely to the shuttles. ::is disturbed as he recalls the symbol of the leaf that was found on the station::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::nods to the XO, then turns her head sharply down the cave as she hears the woman's voice::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: begins walking slowly into the cave, getting his bearings as he goes ::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
CO: Understood sir.  ::takes the lead and scans as he walks keeping his ears open::
Praetor_Maiel says:
#<Qui> OPS: None of us should be, Commander. ::S/he looks around:: Many of your kind died here...
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: I don't know what you'd call a ritual, but if I didn't know better I'd say he was just recently killed. I'm getting no signs of cellular decay whatsoever.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::listens to the sound of the woman, trying to discern what she's saying::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@ :: Calms herself, and moves up to the sink,  Wetting her face, she gets ready for the next round of hurdles.  Shoulders up, exits the bathroom::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
All: Follow K'Targ. He has identified several traps.  Stay close.  Maiel: Any idea about the ritual purpose of the altar? ::as they begin to move::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: ::hasn't left the body yet:: Captain, you may want to look at this.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: The EM source is perhaps two hundred meters ahead, down this slope... There is a female Trill in that area, as well.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: Interesting...::motions for a halt and crosses to the Doctor.:: MO: Yes?
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: With a smile, continues into the bathing room to finish getting ready.::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::suddenly stops:: CO: Trap to the left.  Be careful.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::moves toward the sound of the woman:: All: C'mon. Let's get to the bottom of this.
Praetor_Maiel says:
::Maiel stays fairly quite, his smile unwavering. His dark eyes dart around, looking for traps:: CO: It is believed that the Xherivhan worshipped many deities and had a pantheon of gods and demi-gods. Many of whom required sacrifices as part of their beliefs...
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::scans the area around the trap::  CO: Stay at least 2 meters away from it.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::just points to the tricorder, then shows it to the CO:: CO: Our corpse used to be a first officer. The Karelian's, to be exact.
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Picks up her id off the bed and puts it on:: CNS: How long till your ready kiddo?
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
EO: Understood.  ::Carefully moves the rest of the way to the altar::
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#Qui: This is a sad place, but I will have it fixed as fast as I can.
Praetor_Maiel says:
#<Qui> OPS: Sad. No. Tragic.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::works up the nerve to touch the altar, tracing his fingers lightly over the rough stone::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: I advise caution, sir. On the positive side, I can identify no weapons near the Trill female.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: But recently dead? Interesting.  Then this could indicate that there may still be survivors.
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#Qui: Is there anything in particular I could help you with Ambassador.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Finishes pulling her tunic back on.::  CIV:  I am almost ready.  I just need to braid my hair back up.

ACTION - Down in the cave the members of Pangborn’s team can make out the flicker of fire and the woman's voice. In the distance they can see Salina Viera sitting near a fire, cooking some meat and talking to herself...

MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: Or we're seeing the same suspension effect we saw when we went back to the shuttle.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Good. We should be there shortly....::walks ahead, looking out for anything::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::thinks that the kind of primitive trap-weapons that had killed at least one of them already wouldn't show up on any scans anyways::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
All: Let's continue to the shuttles. ::begins moving again around the trap:: MO: A valid point.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: I'd need to get him back to the ship to run a comparison. Even if it was recent... there should be *some* decay between the time he died and the time we found him.
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::moves on ahead to spring several of the trip wires before the rest catch up::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::follows the CO back to the shuttles::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: We will have him beamed back to the shuttles when we leave.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Stops suddenly::  XO/CSO: Sirs... that's....
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Sighs as she smoothes her hair out, neat as a pin and winces.  Turns to open the door.::  CIV:  There are good reasons not to go into the military mom.  Are you sure about this?
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: kneels, gets a good scan of the Trill woman's face ::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::motions for the rest:: CO: I have cleared the way to the shuttles.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CTO: I see...
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::looks at the CTO curiously::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Subtly looks her over on more then one level.::
Salina_Viera says:
No one in particular: ... but that is hardly the best way to go about it, Eula. I'm sure they all like you. You're a beautiful, smart young lady.
Salina_Viera says:
::Looks up:: "Eula": Why look, we have guests!
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: runs the image against the Karelian trill roster ::  XO: Confirmed. This is Captain Salina Viera of the USS Karelian.
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::continues to scan to be sure::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: stands ::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::again holding the phaser rifle at ready, he motions K'Targ to move to the left of the gaping hole in one of the shuttles side and begins to move to its right.  He motions for the rest to stay put::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@ CNS: You make it sound like we have a choice.  Its getting late, we should be ok on timing

ACTION - The two torn apart shuttles come into view, the Vyborg and Vespia have been torn to shreds...by what - they do not know.

TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::wonders who this "Eula" is as she just stares at the woman, who apparently was either into imaginary friends or had gone delusional::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
All: I'm wishing we had medical here. ::moves toward Viera:: Viera: Captain...
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::nods and moves to the left of the hole bringing his Bat'leth up sharply::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::nods, folding the tricorder shut and staying very put::
Salina_Viera says:
::Stands up, smiles, and brushes herself off:: XO: Please, call me Salina. And you are?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Lowers the TR-116 rifle, and slowly reaches for his belt, where his type II is, just in case.  This person they can stun, but he doesn't want to fire projectiles at her::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: I'm Commader Pangborn, of the USS Quirinus
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::moving silently he approaches the remains of the Vyborg::

ACTION - Salina Viera stands before the away team with a warm smile on her face. She is still in her red and black command uniform, with the small Lt. Commander pips. The uniform is splattered in a little blood, but is no worse for wear.

EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::listens and eyes the CO for movement::
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#::works on replacing a console for the helm::
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Takes out his tricorder and scans the nearby machines for any use parts and the computer memory core::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::watches the CO carefully::
Praetor_Maiel says:
CO: What could have done this...::He circles the shuttles slowly::
Salina_Viera says:
::Holds out hand:: XO: Well in that case, I'm Lieutenant Commander Salina Viera. Commanding Officer, U.S.S. Karelian.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::shakes his head, hating to see a fine flying machine destroyed like that::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ CIV:  We should stop on the way to pick up some rope.  I can make string dolls in case I get bored.  :: Looks around the room.::  I hate waste, but we should carry light... perhaps we should destroy this stuff.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: How did you get here? ::shakes hands::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::coming up on one of the few remaining parts of the hull, Sulek carefully peers inside::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: sees Powers' hand go to his belt... moves quietly to flank Viera, just in case ::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Maiel: Praetor, you are as close as to the expert as we have.  Any creatures capable of this in your mythology of the Xherivhans?
Salina_Viera says:
XO: My team and I were surveying the planet when ... ::Pauses and looks off to the side, and in a stern tone speaks to nothing in particular:: Eula, stand up and present yourself nicely. These are Starfleet officers.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::takes a few careful steps toward the shuttle, but just so he's got a better view... tactical training kicking in again::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::moves silently along the hull to come next to the CO::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::makes eye contact with Kraight and Powers, saying 'careful'::
Praetor_Maiel says:
CO: Mythology? Yes...but...that's not possible. They're just stories...
Salina_Viera says:
XO: I apologize, Commander. She's young you know. ::Smiles and gestures to the open air::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@CNS: What ever you found in the apartment that is irrelevant, take what we need.  Make it quick.  ::Opens the door and takes a look out::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: And 'she' would be?
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::has always been amazed at how the insane can have such a strong belief in their delusions, that if you didn't know any better you'd swear they were real::
Salina_Viera says:
::A twinkle in her eye:: XO: My daughter Eula.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::seeing nothing:: EO: see if any of the computer banks are in tact.  ::motions for the rest to join him::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: raises what would be an eyebrow if he had one ::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Pocketing the data chips, quickly works on destroying the rest, courtesy of SFI.::  CIV:  Got to love their paranoia.
Salina_Viera says:
XO: She loves adventures, and I promised to take her on a survey one day ... and here we are.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::moves up to join the CO::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
CO: Understood sir. Be careful.  ::climbs into what is left of the shuttle and works on the computer banks to see if they are intact::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::takes one small step forward, to get a better look at the cave where Viera has been living::
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#::calls over an Engineer:: Engineer: I need your help.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
FCO: Check the other shuttle for the same.  Maiel: What is not possible?
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: I see. Do you mind if I have my science officer scan you? Just to make sure you are in good health?
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::sets his Bat'leth down and begins::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@CNS: Coast is clear, ready when you are hon.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: smiles disarmingly at Viera ::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Grabbing the remains, takes them to the disposal unit and zaps whatever is left.::  CIV:  Ready mom.
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Looks again around the cave for another person to no avail::
Praetor_Maiel says:
CO: Mythological beings...well, they can't tear apart shuttles.
Salina_Viera says:
XO: Go right ahead, Commander. I feel fit as a fiddle, considering the circumstances.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::nods at Sulek and climbs over the sharp edges of the torn open Vyborg, moving debris to try to find the shuttle's small computer core::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: Scan the shuttles for any kind of bio signatures, even on a cellular level.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::nods at Kraight:: CSO: Go ahead
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Maiel: But there is such a being in the Xherivhan mythos?
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
Salina: Thank you, ma'am.   :: begins a slow scan of the castaway ::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CTO/TO/CEO: Make sure there is...::quietly:: No one else around
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Steps over to Matisse::  CIV:  Don't forget the rope.  I get bored easily.
Praetor_Maiel says:
#<Qui> OPS: I wish to observe. ::The small Ambassador hovers over near the Captain's chair and pauses::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::nods, and runs the scan:: CO: Microscopic life? I doubt it'd be able to do something like this.
Salina_Viera says:
XO: I can assure you, Commander, only Eula and I are here. The others are gone.
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::nods and takes a position closer to the inside of the cave, looking for any tunnels leading away or places where anyone could be hiding::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: I was thinking more in the sense of humanoid trace.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: There were others? Who else was here?
Praetor_Maiel says:
CO: Yes...
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::tosses a shredded seat aside and frowns:: EO: I don't think we'll find anything intact in this one.
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Walks out of the room and starts on there way:: CNS: And where can we find rope at this time of night?
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
CO: Sir, the computer banks are useless.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: Well, anything's possible. ::shrugs, and continues his scan::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
FCO: Yes you are correct.  Nothing here but useless shards of metal.
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#Engineer: I need you to finish installing this while I go re-wield the bulkheads
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::shakes his head:: Maiel: I was hoping that you might share this myth.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: completes his scan ::  XO: Sir... Captain Viera is well enough, considering. No pathogens, no injuries save a few minor contusions. She is suffering from a mild case of malnutrition.
Salina_Viera says:
XO: Well the rest of my team of course. ::Holds back a laugh at the ridiculousness of the XO's question::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
EO: Let's check the other. We might be able to find something else; an isochip or a tricorder left behind.
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#Qui: So what happened to you?
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::after a moment, looks up from his tricorder:: CO: Looks clean enough. Whatever did this either happened too long ago or is good at evading our scans.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ CIV:  Given the population, I am sure there are a few convenient stores open at all hours.  I think there were was at least one on the way here.  By the way, since I am working on my tracking badge, we need to go back to the main street we first arrived on.  We should probably flag down some transportation to take us closer to our destination unless you really want more exercise tonight.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: looks behind Viera and sees the dim outlines of a device of some sort, built into the cave wall ::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::nods:: CSO: Well enough. Try and determine  what is causing the EM pulse, and work with Tactical on disabling the force field at the entrance when you do find it.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::crawls out of the Vyborg's remains and makes his way to the other shuttle::
Praetor_Maiel says:
::Praetor Maiel scratches at the skin on his neck and flakes fall away. He hmmms for a little bit and nods:: CO: The Dakora...or Executioner, was a creature of Xherivhan myth. It took blood sacrifices, claiming to give its summoner power and prosperity...
Praetor_Maiel says:
CO: It feeds of fear, destruction and pain...
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: Aye, sir.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: Perhaps you and your daughter should come with us - there is a force field at the entrance to this place. Can you disabled it?
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
::thinks that Myths are just children’s stories::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: begins moving toward the back of the cave, scanning as he goes ::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
MO: Odd that something capable of this damage would leave nothing of its self behind.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Maiel: Is this related to the leaf symbol?
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::looks up from her tricorder and back at the team:: XO: Sir, this is part of a huge underground network of tunnels and trails - there's another cavern a few hundred meters away, much larger than this, but no people.
Salina_Viera says:
::Crosses her arms and shakes her head:: XO: I'm afraid not, Commander.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
CO: ::nods:: Odd is becoming the word of the day, sir.
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
FCO: Yes lets continue to the other one.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Quietly::  CIV:  It would also make it easier not to have shadows... they can be scary at this time of night.  :: Her eyes search the darkness continuously.::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
TO: See what else you can find out from here. I don't want to send anyone exploring just yet
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::kneels down near a pile of twisted metal and moves it away a piece at a time::
Praetor_Maiel says:
::He nods once:: CO: In a way, yes. One of the offers of the Dakora is immortality...the leaf symbolizes that...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: How long have you been here?
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::finds this one in a little better shape and ducks under a curling bit of nastily-sharp metal, ducking inside to search::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: reaches the device built into the cave wall and begins an intensive scan ::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::had been wanting to see what the rest of the tunnel network looked like, but could understand not wanting to split up. Having gotten all she can from the tricorder, puts it away and walks slowly around the cave, thinking her own eyes might see something the instrument would miss::
Salina_Viera says:
XO: Some months? A year maybe? I'm not entirely certain. You lose track of time in these caves ...
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Does a 180 and heads back towards the main street walking in the dark:: CNS: If we go past the market again, there was a few stores there.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: I understand.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Maiel: Let us then speculate.  You are a species of unique ability. You can hide yourself in such a manner as to avoid all forms of detection unless you wish it.  Then perhaps such a myth would be useful to explain both your ability and keep other away.  Would it not?

ACTION - Adrienne's eyes do pick up something. In the flickering fire light, she can see a shimmering trail leading down one of the narrow corridors...

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CTO: Take Kostandinos-Michaels and head into the large cavern she's discovered. Keep in constant contact
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Leans against a wall, letting the XO talk and the young TO do all the foot work::
EO_LtJG_K'Targ says:
FCO: Watch yourself.  Pieces are sharp here.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Closes the gap between them.::  CIV:  Mom, remember what I told you earlier?  Well, I am getting it again.  :: Lifts her hand, her fingers seemingly not pointing.::  See?  Goosebumps.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: I really think it would be best if you and your team came back with us. What have you been doing all this time?
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::looks back:: XO/CTO: Something's down there, something that's not picking up on the tricorder.
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::continues to run this or that scan, mostly letting the CO do all the diplomatic work and such::
Salina_Viera says:
XO: Well after I was done with the team, I spent time with my daughter. What else would a mother do?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
XO: Aye... TO: Come on, I think we're going to check it out.  ::Removes himself from the wall::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::finds a gap near the flight chairs and stands on crinkling transparent aluminum shards from the view port::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::keeping an eye on the shimmering:: CTO: This way ::goes down the corridor toward where she saw it::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Maiel: To complete this myth, you must have a terrible consequence for any who might discover your secret and a symbol to warn them they are too close. Immortality given through death is an arch-type idea and one that many sentient being would avoid.
Praetor_Maiel says:
CO: That it would...particularly in such an advanced society as the Xherivhan possessed.
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@CNS: Is it cause we are in the shadows? which way, can you point?
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Scans for any DNA evidence of the presence of any team::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: turns ::  Salina: Captain... have you learned anything regarding this device while you have been here?
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::listens::
Salina_Viera says:
::Shakes her head:: CSO: I observed it, but I'm afraid no ... I did not.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
Salina: These runes bear some resemblance to ancient Trill script. Are you familiar with them at all?
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#::wields at bulkhead prepping it for viewscreen installation::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ CIV:  I am uncertain mom, but I think it is over in that general direction.  Oh... and there are a couple of booths open.  Shall we hurry?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Walks down the hallway slowly, the glinting strangely eye-catching::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::walks quickly down the tunnel to the shimmering trail on the ground and kneels down next to it, getting a closer look::

ACTION - Several Lilithine women tower before Azhure and Matisse. The women are arguing about something and begin to get into a physical fight with each other...

CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Maiel: But now you are confronted with a group who do not buy your myth...your religion...you must prevent them from returning to tell others, but to a large degree, it would be pointless to kill them outright.  Maybe a few for show, but that failing...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CEO: Ensign, Take a look at the device Kraight has been working on.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::pulls off smashed display panels, feeling around inside for secondary iso storage chips, not standard on all shuttles, but occasionally installed::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::looks back at the CTO:: CTO: It's fragments of something...  ::takes out the tricorder to see if she can determine what exactly it is::
Salina_Viera says:
::Stares at the runes for a moment:: CSO: I ... might have been. I'm not so certain.
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
XO: Aye. sir.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Slips her hand into Matisse's.::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CEO: Let me know if you come up with anything
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::sighs as the instrument is useless and picks one up to look at it::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
TO: Something... ::leans down:: ... scales.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
All: Scan the area around the shuttles.  Look for anything out of the ordinary.
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Begins a visual examination of the device::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
CTO: Scales?  Like off a snake?
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
Salina: I understand.    XO: Sir, this device generates the force field. I believe that I can deactivate it. However, in the event I am wrong... I suggest that the rest of you move a safe distance away.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Stands up straight and is suddenly on alert::  TO: I've seen these before....

ACTION - One of the Lilithine women goes in a defensive stance. The two engage in some sort of martial arts battle, fighting through the marketplace.

CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@ ::Moves to a first store they reach, and watch the women arguing from the door:: CNS: Lets get that rope ::Holds on to her hand::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::could have sworn that's what they've been doing, but keeps doing it anyway::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::moves another piece of shuttle from its pile::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
CTO: What are they from?
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Come with me for a moment. ::moves out of Salina's earshot::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Deliberately projects the sense of youth, of being no more then a young girl as she hurries along.  Something about this feels wrong.::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::looks at the scale in her hand again, curious::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: nods, follows Pangborn ::
Salina_Viera says:
::Shrugs and moves off to the side, kneeling down besides something that isn't there:: Eula: No, they are not mean people, Eula. They are very nice. I'm not certain why they're here. ::Pause:: No, I don't believe they're going to go away like the others. I don't need to send them away I believe.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
TO: The last time I saw them, they were left behind after the Ambassadors were attacked on the Quirinus.  We should collect a few samples... Lieutenant Ahkileez was analyzing them.
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Watches the women fight, there style different from anything she's seen before::

ACTION - Azhure and Matisse enter a nearby shop and as they enter they are struck with the bright rainbow of colours inside the building. The room is open and airy and a cool breeze rushes past them - air conditioning. Three shirtless men walk past with collars around their neck and can be seen following a woman into a nearby room. She is holding three leashes.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: We need to get her out of here, she's obviously lost her mind. But I want her to be willing to come. This is neither of ours expertise. Any ideas? I'd like all of us to survive this, including her.
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::takes a small container from her belt and collects a few of them:: CTO: Got 'em... so you think whatever attacked the Ambassadors is also here?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Looks around::  TO: Or something similar.  We couldn't detect it then, and we're not going to be able to now... it also was able to stop time on the Quirinus, much like when we were at the shuttles.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Shudders at the sight before she can stop herself.::  CIV:  I will try to be quick mom.
Praetor_Maiel says:
#<Qui> OPS: Happened? Nothing has happened...
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Begins to scan the device using his tricorder::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::standing, he crosses to the rear of the shuttle, examining the remaining hull as he goes::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Covers Azhure’s eyes:: CNS: I think we have entered the wrong store....
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: Well... aside from her hallucinatory daughter, she seems quite lucid. Tell her that we've come to get her and 'Eula' out of here, and appeal to her maternal instincts.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::feels a small cool metal device bolted to the inside of the console and pops it off, pulling it out:: Self: I knew there'd be something... ::holds it up to the light before cracking over the protective case and freeing the isochip inside:: CO: Captain?
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: I'll do my best. Can you determine of the device is also causing the temporal disturbances as well as controlling the field? 

ACTION - A large, luscious looking man moves up towards Matisse and smiles a perfect grin at her. "Hello, how can I be of service today?" he asks.

CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ CIV:  If I keep my eyes closed mom, can you go over to the distant wall?  I believe I can make rope dolls with some of that.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: That will take much more study, sir.
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::nods and gets to her feet again:: CTO: When they attacked the Ambassadors, did they manage to stop all time?  Because when they got to us at the shuttles they stopped the rain and the environment, but we could still move....
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::returning he picks he way through the wreckage in the inside the shuttle:: FCO: Find something?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
TO: No, the Ambassadors were still able to move.  My security officers seemed to have missing memories from that time.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Understood. Give me a few minutes before deactivating the field. ::moves back towards Salina::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Curious if the face fits the voice, but does not move her 'mothers' hand.::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: Yes, sir.    :: walks back to the device and resumes scanning ::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::nods:: CO: A pre-buffer module. Some shuttles on long-range ships like the Karelian have them to free up processing space in the core. There might be something on this if it isn't damaged too much. ::offers it::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Takes a big gulp, and takes in the view.:: CNS: Go get it quick...I’ll stay here. :: grins at the man in front of her:: Hunky man: Just looking...what do you do here? ::licks her lips::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: Salina, We seem to be in some danger if we stay here. I'd like to take you and Eula out of here, back to the Quirinus. Is that acceptable to you?
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::starts to walk a little further down the tunnel, talking as much to herself as to the CTO:: CTO: So either they selectively stop time for certain people, or they're unable to completely freeze it...
Salina_Viera says:
::Nods:: XO: Certainly, that is all right with me, Commander.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Getting a glimpse of the man, bows her head, hiding her smile and moves to the back of the room.::
Salina_Viera says:
::Looks around and mumbles:: It's gone anyway ...
Praetor_Maiel says:
@<Man> ::He steps in nice and close to Joanna and she can pick up a sweet fragrance from him. His skin is flawless and his smile perfect:: CIV: Whatever your heart desires...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::hits his commbadge:: *CTO*: Report.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: get ready to disable the field.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::taking it from the FCO, he places it on his tricorder using it to power the module and download anything it might have on it:: FCO: Most helpful, Lt.
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#Qui: I am almost done with the preliminary repairs.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: Sir, I'd suggest everyone move off to a distance of at least 100 meters from the device. No point in risking anyone else.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Salina: You and your daughter should prepare to leave...we will be going soon
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
FCO: See if you can find another on the other shuttle.  If whatever did this missed this one it might have missed the other.
Praetor_Maiel says:
#<Qui> OPS: Excellent. ::S/he looks around, knowing that the Naftali will be out of commission for some time:: OPS: This tragedy is but the first that your people will face in this region...
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
*XO*: We've found scales... similar to the ones found aboard the Quirinus after Ambassador Qui and Aelsery were attacked....
Salina_Viera says:
::Smiles:: XO: I am as ready as I'll ever be, Commander.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Her attention on her surroundings, quickly gets what she needs and hurries back.::
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::keeps an eye on the tricorder, and uses the other to sweep the area visually::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Understood. Let me gather the party first.
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Clears her throat:: Man: I think you're a little to young for what I need, I don't need to train another one of you...I just need to pick up...something.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*CTO*: Take samples and meet us back here. We are leaving
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::thinks the other was too badly damaged and too carefully picked over, but shrugs:: CO: Sure. ::climbs out of the wrecked shuttle and crosses to the even more damaged one, crouching at the torn open cockpit to pick through the helm console debris::
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::hears the order over the commbadge and turns away from exploring the rest of the caves, a bit disappointed::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
TO: Come on, you heard the Commander...
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ ::stopping close to Matisse:: CIV:  I have it mom.
Praetor_Maiel says:
@<Man> ::He runs a hand down Joanna's side and it tingles. He smiles and looks into her eyes:: CIV: Whatever it is, I shall fetch it for you...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Make whatever preparations you need
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: watches as the rest of the party moves away ::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::takes Salina and moves away from the device::
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
CSO: What shall I do to assist you?
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::nods to the CTO:: CTO: I'm right behind you.
Salina_Viera says:
::Is guided away::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
XO: There's nothing to prepare, sir. Either the deactivation sequence is correct, or...
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Have at it when you're ready
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Points to item in juniors hand and hands him her credit card:: Man: I'm sure you could...but this will do.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
CEO: It requires only one to enter the codes. Please join the others.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: waits as Chandra walks away ::
Praetor_Maiel says:
@<Man> ::He looks rather disappointed and walks off to charge her::
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
CEO: Aye sir.  ::Moves to join the others::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Rejoins the rest of the team silently::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: taps commbadge ::  XO: Beginning deactivation sequence now...
TO_LtJG_Kostandinos-Michaels says:
::meets up with the rest of them, the container with the scales still in her hand::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CSO: Good luck. ::from a safe distance::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::picks up the pieces and finds he's able to fit them back together, the edges straight and seamless, frowning and realizing no natural phenomenon or beast did this:: ::finds another module but it's crushed, bits of isochip flecks lying around it:: Self: Damn... ::starts to stand up, but hears a low beeping sound and finds something else buried::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CTO/TO; Stay here, Kraight is attempting to deactivate the field at the entrance
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: taps three runes in quick succession, then two more, and, after a few seconds' hesitation, a final tap ::

ACTION - The tricorder activates and the image of Salina Viera can be seen. Blood is dripping down her forehead and tears stream down her face. "Oh god, it took her. My dear girl...she, she was on the Vyborg and it took her. I...don't know what to do...what have I done?"

CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: holds his breath ::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Waiting for the man to return so as not to seem suspicious, she feels a sense of urgency to get going.::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@ CNS: Hon, you tell anyone about this...and I’ll strangle you myself. ::Whispers::
OPS_LtCmdr_Telarus says:
#::signs PADD for more supplies and parts::
CEO_Ens_Chandra says:
::Watches the CSO pensively::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::he looks around the interior one last time and taps his commbadge:: *All:* I think we have found we are going to. Please return to the exterior of the shuttle Vyborg.  We will retrieve the trill and return to our shuttles. ::he looks down at the brief flickering image and closes his tricorder::

ACTION - The device in front of Kraight begins to flash brightly. A rush of air fills the chamber and the fire is blown out. The walls of the rocky chamber begin to shake and then all of a sudden it all stops. Kraight is left in darkness and the shield shuts down.

CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Smiles up sweetly::  CIV:  Tell what mom?
MO_Ens_Jervase says:
::raises his eyebrows as he hears the recording, almost wishing this ship still had a counsellor... stupid poorly timed reassignments::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@CNS: What’s taking him so long...
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: draws a slow breath ... taps commbadge :: *XO*: The force field is down, sir.
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
All: Lets get out of here.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::digs out the small cylindrical device, shielding it in his hand as he straightens, returning to the Vyborg:: CO: The other module was crushed, but I don't recognize this. ::hands over the device:: I'm not familiar with all the equipment Starfleet uses
Praetor_Maiel says:
@<Man> ::The shirtless man returns, his skin covered in some sort of glitter that shines in the light. His body would make any woman melt...and some men two. He smiles at Azhure and Matisse and hands back the card::
XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
*CSO*: Head out of here. We're on our way.
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Covers her eyes.::
CIV_Capt_Matisse says:
@::Eyes wide open:: CNS: We have to go...::Drags junior out by her collar::
CNS_Cmdr_Azhure says:
@ :: Stumbles, opening her eyes with a grin as they exit the shop.::

ACTION - As the away team leaves the caverns a pair of red eyes appear in the darkness. Whispering voices fill the depths of the cavern. Salina Viera has done something terribly wrong...and now the crew of the Quirinus are going to have to face the consequences of that error...

=/\==/\=END Mission=/\==/\=
