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Summary - It has been one half hour since the attack against Ambassadors Aelsery and Qui.  Commander Powers and Lieutenant Soriq scoured the hallways looking for clues, and came up with the fact that, yes, the hallway is scarred - and interesting little chips, skin flakes almost like scales, but without DNA.  In the meantime, preparations for the conference continue.  Additional vessels and delegates arrive at Crossroads Station.  Is the station truly prepared for this?  A tense ceasefire has been called, but the peace is truly unstable at best.

=/\==/\=BEGIN U.S.S. Quirinus Mission - "The Plot Thickens"=/\==/\=

CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::on bridge::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::in sickbay, having her wing repaired::
Eulaera says:
::in her quarters, doing what she can to stay out of the way and keeping an eye as best she can on certain developments::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::on his way to find Commander Kraight, sample container in hand::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: at Science One on the bridge... running yet another analysis of the access logs of the Naftali databanks ::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Running more scans of the quarters of the attacked::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::passes a couple of technicians whispering about the damage on the diplomatic deck and shakes his head:: ::steps in to the TL:: TL: Bridge.
Eulaera says:
::gets up from her position on the sofa, and heads for the door, intent on seeing this ship and, more specifically, certain diplomats within it::
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Finishes up.::  Aelsery:  How does that feel?
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Kraight: Anything?
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::strokes the cool glass of the sample container, gripping it possessively as he steps out on to the bridge and makes his way over to the Science Station::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::arches an eyebrow at the place where the wound once existed, then turns her imperious gaze onto Azhure:: CNS: This will be more than sufficient, Commander.  My compliments - your work is impressive considering what little is known by outsiders of the Lilithine biology.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: turns to the CO, the fatigue evident in his eyes :: CO: I'm afraid not, sir. I have never seen work this sophisticated, even from Section 31.
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
CNS: Might I ask as to the status of the investigation of this incident?  Who - or what - caused the loss in power and subsequent chaos in the VIP quarters?
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Puts the instrument away::  Aelsery:  I have worked on many species over the centuries.  Somethings are... basic.  ::Smiles::  Though all are unique.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Kraight: If anyone can find a trail, I have every confidence it will be you.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: smiles wanly ::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::stops behind and to the side of Kraight as he finishes the conversation with Captain Sulek::
Eulaera says:
::finds a TL, and steps in, stating her request simply:: TL: Sickbay.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Taps his commbadge::  *CNS*: Bill to Azhure...
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::ears perk up - this may answer her question::
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Looks up::  *CTO*:  Yes commander...
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: looks up at Ahkileez :: FCO: Yes, Lieutenant. What can I do for you?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
*CNS*: Counselor, have you been able to speak with either Ambassador Qui or Aelsery?
Eulaera says:
::steps out of the TL, and heads for the doors into sickbay::
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
*CTO*:  I have ambassador Aelsery here now.  She was harmed.  I have finished with her if you care to join us.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
CSO: I need your assistance, Commander. Or at least your permission to commandeer the xenobiology lab.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
*CNS*: Perhaps I will.  I can't make any sense of these readings, or what little we've found.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
FCO: For what purpose, Lieutenant?
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
*CTO*:  We will be in my office... :: Looks at the ambassador to make sure that is alright.::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::nods to the CNS::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
*CNS*: I'll be there momentarily.  Powers out.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
Aelsery:  If you would join me?  My office is just a few doors down.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::glances down at Kraight's station and recognizes the data formats as similar to those he himself had checked out earlier:: CSO: I'm pursuing another lead.

ACTION: A communication comes in from Crossroads Station for the Captain.

Eulaera says:
::steps into sickbay, and scans her eyes over the crowd, looking for one person in particular::
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: looking at the sample case ::  FCO: You have a sample that requires analysis?
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::nods:: CNS: That is fine, Commander.  ::regards her curiously:: A point of clarification - you say you have worked for centuries?  Forgive my lack of knowledge, but I was not under the impression that humanoids lived that long.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Catches a turbolift after issuing orders to his TOs to not let anyone back in, except the Ambassadors, and only under watch::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::nods:: CSO: Commander Powers seems to think it might shed some light on the unknown event on the VIP deck. Which is possibly related to the other problem occupying your attention.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Exits through the double doors and turns to the left.::  Aelsery:  Actually, there are many species that do live very long lives.  However, most of those races tend to remain to themselves.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::watches as the bridge crew go about their business and then stands::<OPS> Communication from the Station, sir.  Moderate priority.  OPS: On screen.
Host Captain_Malachi says:
@COM: Quirinus: Captain Sulek...
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: nods :: FCO: Permission granted, of course. Ensign Snyder will assist you, if needed.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
COM: Captain Malachi: Captain, how may I help you?
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::walks alongside the counselor:: CNS: Such a long life could be... leveraged, to gain considerable advantage above less-hardy species.  Refraining from interaction with others would impair the use of this advantage...
Host Captain_Malachi says:
@COM: Quirinus: We've just picked up a distress call from the Holy Space.  Seems a Lilithine Defense Force vessel is under attack by Tzani forces.  We're dispatching the USS Yatagahn... that should be enough, but I leave it to you to decide if you should protect the station or assist.
Eulaera says:
::watches the person she was looking for walk right by her with the CNS, shrugs, and turns around to find a TL... she saw what she needed to::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Arrives near the Counselor's office, and the door chimes, announcing him::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::nods and grinds out a thank you:: CSO: It's appreciated. I'll let Commander Powers and yourself in on whatever we're able to find out. ::spins on his heel and makes a bee line for the lift::
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
Aelsery:  There are very wise reasons to remain... anonymous as well as personal.  :: Enters into her office and motions her to the couch.::  May I offer you something to drink?
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
COM: Malachi: Given the nature of recent events, I think we should keep one ship close to hand.  We will, however, detach from the station for more maneuverability.
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
CNS: I am fine, but thank you.  ::thinks:: Anonymity may keep one safe, true... but safety and glory rarely coexist.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
COM: Malachi: You have discussed this attack with the Tzani representatives to remind them of the cease fire?
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
Aelsery:  But peace does...  :: Sits opposite from her.::  And one thing one values when one has a very long life, is peace.  After all, we have already experienced all of the rest.
Host Captain_Malachi says:
@COM: Quirinus: Yes, the Tzani have been reminded of the cease fire.  The delegation has no explanation, and the ship's not answering hails.
Eulaera says:
::commands the nearest TL back to the VIP deck... she's got work to do::

ACTION: The USS Yatagahn disengages from the station and turns towards the direction of the Holy Land.

CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::turns to the helmsman on duty:: Helm: Make ready to detach from the station.  OPS: Contact Station control for clearance.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::rides down in the lift, staring through the clear glass at the flaked scale within, almost able to see the threads that tie it in the frayed fabric of their crisis::
Eulaera says:
::steps off the TL on the appropriate deck, and strides with purpose for her quarters::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
COM: Yatagahn: We will be ready to come if needed.  Quirinus out.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Looks up at her door::  CTO:  Enter...
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::considers this for a moment, and then nods once, agreeing:: CNS: A valid point.  Peace is valuable  as well - war may be necessary at times, however lack of it is less costly.

ACTION: The station operations informs the Quirinus they are cleared to detach

CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Enters the office, looking for the two::

ACTION: The Yatagahn departs into warp space after acknowledging the comment from Sulek.

CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
Aelsery:  Long live also means that much has been learned and war is something many of us truly no longer comprehend... of course, that is probably one of the reasons my planet no longer exits.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Motions Bill to one of the seats.::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::darkens the doorstep of the xenobio lab when he hears the soft whistle that the ship is making for space again:: ::frowns and taps his badge:: *Bridge* Ahkileez to Bridge. What's going on?
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::this counselor brings up several interesting points - makes a mental note to research them further as she regards the newcomer::  CTO: You are LtCmdr Powers, I presume?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Takes a seat, nodding::  Amb: I am.  I am chief of security and head of tactical for the ship.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Helm: Detach.  Takes us out 1000 meters.  Full scans.  *Ahkileez* There has been a violation of the cease fire.  We are moving to a protective mode by detaching from the station.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
OPS: Keep a channel open to the Yatagahn.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Leans back, indirectly turning things over to him.::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::is still somewhat uncomfortable with Starfleet's use of males to handle such vital aspects of ship operations:: CTO: Then you would be the most informed concerning the... incident... involving myself and the Noori ::almost spits the name out::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::turns and heads back to the lift in a slight jog:: *CO*: I'm on my way back to the bridge, Captain.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Nods again::  Amb: Although, I've never seen anything like this.  Have you ever been... attacked, or known of any race or species that would do something like this?
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Ahkileez* Understood.
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::laughs out loud:: CTO: Young man, a person in my rank and stature has been attacked many times, and will continue to be attacked again in the future.  As for this particular incident - no, I have not yet encountered anything quite like it.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::steps in to the lift:: TL: Bridge.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Offers her his tricorder::  Amb: Our sensors detected this from the scars... seems to be some sort of residual energy.  Any ideas about this?  Our handheld tricorders barely picked it up...
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::ponders if he should tell the Ambassador about the violation::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::takes the instrument from his hands and looks at it intently for a moment, then looks back up at him:: CTO: No, this is unfamiliar to me.  ::eyes narrow:: Perhaps you should ask the Noori... curious that he  was unharmed in the exchange...
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::looks down at his skintight uniform and curses Vulcan efficiency:: Self: We can travel through time but I don't have a pocket. ::growls to himself as the doors slide open and spill him out on to the bridge::
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Curious to what he discovered, waits for another time, and just listens.::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Nods::  Amb: Of course I will.  I was hoping you could offer... anything... to our current investigations.  Both your attack and the previous incidents...
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::decides that she had better be informed, lest she think there is some sort of collusion on his part:: *Ambassador Aelsery*: This is Captain Sulek.  Please forgive my interruption, but I have just been informed that a Tzani vessel has apparently attacked a ship of the Sisterhood.  The Yatagahn has been dispatched to help, and we are prepared should we be needed.  We have currently moved into a protective position for the station.  The Tzani delegation has no knowledge of why the attack occurred and the attacking ship is not answering hails.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::slips past the captain and takes his seat at the helm after relieving the Helmsman:: ::balances the evidence container carefully on his console and glances at the short-range sensors::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ahkileez: Good to have you at the helm for this, FCO.
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::is about to ask what he  means by "previous incidents" when she hears the CO's voice:: *CO*: This is disturbing news, although not surprising, considering the Tzani's most recent interaction with myself.  I thank you for your offer of assistance, should it be needed - however the Sisterhood should be most capable of quelling this insurgency.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::nods without commenting and then frowns:: CO: I'm going to need a larger defensive perimeter to maneuver properly.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Aelsery*: I will keep you informed, Ambassador.
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::turns her gaze back to the CTO:: CTO: Previous "incidents"?
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
*CO*: Acknowledged.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ahkileez: 5000 meters be enough?
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
Amb: There have been a series of sabotages of the Quirinus, perhaps to ensure the destruction of one of the Ambassadors... including you.  If they are all related, any help in catching an adversary we cannot see would be... most helpful
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::nods:: CO: But ten thousand would be better. I'll need the space if I have to intercept something with the ship.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ahkileez: Then take her to 10k, Lt.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ahkileez: 360 scans
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::nods:: CTO: This is the first incident aboard the Quirinus that I have been privy to, and I assure you that I will assist in any way that I can.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
:: makes several quick adjustments at his station ::    CO: Bringing hi-res long range scanners to bear on the vessels involved in the altercation, sir...
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
CO: Patrol Pattern Gamma, Aye. ::draws up and initiates the preprogrammed patrol route, adjusting it as needed to maximize their circuit around Crossroad Station::
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
Amb: It is sometime critical to keep information to a select few.  I will keep you posted if I discover anything important, ma'am.  ::Not particularly liking this conversation::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::initiates the modified route and turns his attention back to the sensors, brow furrowing as he tries to make out the pattern of dots moving across the screen, eyes widening suddenly as two dots converge and disappear:: CO: Captain Sulek. One of the Tzani ships just rammed a Lilithine vessel. They're destroyed or disabled.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Glances at Bill but says nothing.::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::looks him straight in the eye:: CTO: I am sure you will.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
All: Steady as she goes.  Ops: Com links open to Yatagahn and Crossroad Station.  Kraight: Let me know of any changes in long-range scans.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ops: Notify the Yatagahn.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
CO: Aye, sir.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::tries to control an unbidden spike of anxiety as the Quirinus autonavigates one of the well-charted subspace eddies near the station::

ACTION: Sensors detect a vessel approaching Crossroads Station.  It is moth-like in appearance, a four winged beast of a vessel

CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Aelsery*: Long range sensors indicate the Tzani ship just rammed the Sisterhood ship.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::hears the console alarm and reports as he adjusts his course to intercept:: CO: Incoming vessel.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
CO: Scanning the newcomer...
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::notes the sensor alert:: Ops: Hail that ship for identification. *Powers*: CTO to bridge.  TO Wallace: Shields.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
*CO*: On my way, Captain.  Amb/CNS: Will you both excuse me?  ::Decides to wait to stand::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::eyes widen in anger:: *CO*: And has your Starfleet vessel Yatagahn retaliated against this aggressor?
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::barely nods to the CTO::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
*Aelsery*: No word.  Kraight: How long before the Yatagahn reaches the scene?
Host Ko'ra says:
#COM: Quirinus: We are the Ko'ra, here for the conference.
CSO_Cmdr_Kraight says:
CO: She's at the site of the conflict now.
CTO_LtCmdr_Powers says:
::Stands after the Ambassador nods, and runs out the hallway towards the turbolift, catching a car to the Bridge::
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
*CO*: Enough with the back-and-forth.  I will be on the bridge shortly to monitor the progress of this incident personally. ::stands:: CNS: Commander, I thank you again for your medical attention.  It was most appreciated.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Nods to the Ambassador and stands politely.::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
COM: Ko'ra Vessel: Please forgive our briskness.  There has been an incident in the Holy Land.  Please approach.  OPS: Contact the station and notify them of the Ko'ra's arrival.
Regal_Amb_Aelsery says:
::nods in return:: CNS: It has been a pleasure speaking to you.  Your perspective is most... interesting.  ::turns and leaves::
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Finding herself alone, she heads back to where the incident had occurred.::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
OPS: Contact the Yatagahn and ask for status.
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::adjusts course, trying to 'fly casual' near the ship should something happen::
Eulaera says:
::her PADD beeps, and she glances at it, allowing a faint smile to play at her lips::
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ahkileez: Keep the Ko'ra under close watch. Be prepared to intercept if necessary.  COM: Crossroad Station: Please send specifics of Ko'ra vessels for identification.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Makes her way toward the VIP rooms.::
Host Captain_Malachi says:
@COM: Quirinus: Captain Sulek, we were expecting the Ko'ra vessel.  Odd looking thing... audio only for you too?
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Stepping off the turbolift, she walks towards the rooms, nodding to the guard standing outside the ambassadors room.::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
::closes the gap between the Q and the Kora ship:: CO: Acknowledged
TO_Nani says:
CNS: Can I.. help you, ma'am?
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
COM: Malachi: Same here.  We will act as escort.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Smiles and starts to shake her head.::  TO:  Has anything in this area been touched since the incident?

ACTION: The Yatagahn indicates they are on the scene.  The LDF ship is heavily damaged and they are moving to assist.

CO_Capt_Sulek says:
COM: Ko'ra Vessel: Given the nature and importance of the conference, we will escort you to Crossroads Station.
Eulaera says:
::enters a command into her PADD, then deactivates it and returns it from whence it came, taking her usual seat on the sofa::
Host TO_Nani says:
CNS: Lt Soriq collected a sample while he and Mister Powers were here, ma'am.
CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ahkileez: Parallel course.
Host Ko'ra says:
#COM: Quirinus: That is acceptable.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
TO:  Odd... that is not it... its just...  :: Looks around with a frown, something was not quite right.  Her eyes narrow.::
FCO_LtJG_Ahkileez says:
CO: Setting course. ::comes up alongside the Kora vessel and glances back at Sulek:: You're aware sir, that at this distance, the only way to intercept that ship if it tries something suicidal, would be to *intercept* it.
CNS_Cmd_Azhure says:
:: Turns around quickly... looking for something... familiar...::

=/\==/\=Pause Mission=/\==/\=

