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Previously …

Jade Morgan escaped death, and managed to acquire an amazing new ability: to see the “auras” of those around her (to determine whether they are happy, sad, good, bad, etc.) and if she focuses hard enough, to see their pasts, presents, and futures.

Using this ability, Morgan managed to ease the troubles involving the Q’Ether, and get the Quirinus crew out of the mess some of them had created (on her behalf). Using the discovery made by Lt. Jg. Telarus, the crew have now departed from the world of the Q’Ether on the continuation of their Journey, moving through a large underground cave system, wondering what they’ll stumble upon next …

Dramatis Personae

Mitch Travis is Captain Sulek – Commanding Officer of the Quirinus, the Vulcan / Deltan Sulek has been a member of the ship since its launch. Rising through the ranks onboard, he has come to find that his destiny is intertwined with that of his vessel’s, passing up offers of promotion time and again. Seemingly always logical and reserved, Sulek does indeed care for all of his crew. 

Keith LaHue is Commander Ben Pangborn – Executive Officer of the Quirinus, the Human Pangborn has been through a lot in the last year or so. He recently came to discover that the Trickster, the being he destroyed to save his crew and the Universe has now been bonded to his mind. Ensnared there in some sort of horrific purgatory (for the Trickster, not Pangborn). However, the Trickster has found ways out of his “mental jail cell,” and is desperate for a release …

Jeffrey Brown is Lieutenant Commander Kraight – Chief Science Officer and Second Officer of the Quirinus, the Benzite Kraight may appear to be less of a threat than expected, but his intelligence, cleverness, and with have proven himself time and again to the Quirinus crew … and the foes they face.

Cathy Campos is Lieutenant JG. Jade Morgan – Operations Manager of the Quirinus, the quiet Minaran has come to be a valued member of the Quirinus crew, having proven this with all the responses of the crew when she was feared to be dying. Now, Morgan has been blessed (or cursed?) with an amazing new gift: to see the auras of people, and as well as their pasts, presents, or futures.

Jane Rowley is Lieutenant JG. Cherry – Chief Tactical Officer of the Quirinus, the human / Betazoid hybrid has come of as a distracted (mostly by clothing), opinionated, and flirtatious character whom not many may take seriously. That is their mistake. Cherry is a determined Starfleet Officer whose friendship with OPS Morgan is one of the many dedications she has onboard the Quirinus.

Edward Selgas is Lieutenant JG. David Telarus – Chief Engineering Officer of the Quirinus, the human Telarus has revealed himself to be a clever and creative force onboard the ship. Often giving ideas and plans to help the crew through their endeavors, Telarus is a fountain of ideas. Which should hopefully make his relationship with the ship’s CMO, Ms. Munro, an interesting one.

Fiona Sorel is Ensign Harriet Munro – Chief Medical Officer of the Quirinus, the Kriosian / Human is a delicate, soft-spoken woman who has proven herself capable of looking out for the crew. She is currently married to the ship’s CEO, Lt. Jg. Telarus.

Erryn Pollack is Ensign Lance Wolverton – Tactical Officer of the Quirinus, the human Wolvington is the newest addition to the ship’s crew, and has proven himself quite capable in battle. The atypical paranoid security officer, Wolvington still has a lot to learn … and may be on that journey of knowledge soon.

Pam Bruyere is Admiral Serena Sheridan – Former Counselor of the Quirinus, Admiral Sheridan is a long time friend of Sulek, and holds a psychic bond with him. There has always been a bit of romantic tension between the two … but nothing has ever come of it. Will this always hold true?

Ensign Albert Rio – Security Officer Rio seems to be struggling with his sense of identity: is he a fiancee to the woman he loves, is he a Starfleet officer with aspirations for greatness, or is he simply a man more confused than anyone else? Selected along with three other junior officers, this Adventure the crew are going upon may help him find a sense of identity.

Lieutenant JG. Erin Eisenhower – The Engineering Officer is a girl who may have just started to have the best day of her life, and is now having the worst year of her life. Looking forward to a date with a charming man from Astrometrics, she has now found herself torn away from her normal life to go on some “away mission” with the senior crew. Despite this perhaps being the chance for her to excel, she does not care. She didn’t join Starfleet for adventures on far away worlds; she joined to repair stuff.

Chief Petty Officer Beldaur – Yet another member of the Security force present on this expedition to regions unknown. The jolly Beldaur seems out of place amongst his peers. While not seemingly excelling in the matters of assault and fighting, he has a sharp mind when it comes to strategy.

Ensign Y’Et – He’s furry.

The Trickster – Also known as the Unnamed One, the Trickster was an intangible shape-shifting entity who was but a member of a group of demonic demi-God like beings who once ruled the known Universe. That is, until Commander Ben Pangborn killed it. However, the Universe has a wicked sense of humor, and the evil entity has now been bonded to Pangborn’s mind in a form of purgatory.

Victor Salisbury – The short, fat, obnoxious man is the owner of “The Great Amazing Traveling Troupe of Wonders!” a company of entertainers who travel from town to town in the western regions of 19th Century America. He seems quite enamored with one Ms. Serena, AKA our dear Admiral Serena Sheridan.

Jahou – A Native American of the Paiute Tribe who encounters Kraight and leads him to his people. Jahou seems noble, and quite interested in Kraight, and what wondrous knowledge he has to offer.
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ACTION: Ahead of the crew sunlight can be seen.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::approaches the end of the cave system::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::impressively sees the sunlight::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::is following the group rather slowly::

ACTION: The Counselor wanders briefly ahead of the others, sniffing, then pokes her head up, mumbling something about "the world's changed again ..."

VADM_Sheridan says:
::walks along behind the Captain with the others:: CO: Sulek, light ahead.

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
CO: Captain, here we are the other end now question is where are we now?

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::he motions for the AT to stop at the entrance and then peers out::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::follows the group, absorbed by what he sees:

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: So it would seem.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::looks forward to the sunlight::

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
::looks around at the surroundings and looks at high land to see if there is anyone out there taking high positions:: CO: Looks like we are clear sir.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::pauses and waits for the other to proceed::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::stops and waits for the Captain to make the next move::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::he allows his eyes to adjust to the brightness outside::

ACTION: The entrance reveals that the rock surrounding them has changed, no longer the ancient gray stone of before, but red and orange ... an arid land is before them: dead cracked yellow and white ground, with some withered plants here and there ... blue skies with some white clouds can be seen ...

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:sardonic:: Sulek; Nice piece of real estate

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::thinks that it looks like a wasteland, but at least will be warm::

ACTION: Dry, hot air strikes them.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
All: It would seem we have arrived.  This climate looks very arid.  I suggest we conserve our water.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::already looking for potential water sources::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::looks around with interest but winces as the hot air hits her::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::steps into the light, shading her eyes from the glare::

ACTION: The Counselor takes another sniff of the air ... "Earth"

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Wolverton: You have the point.  All: Move out.

Ensign Rio says:  
::Shades his eyes and looks around::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::gives her flask a shake to see how much is left::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::nods and trots ahead::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::wishes she had a pair of sunglasses with her::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::he steps out following the TO::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:stays with the group::

CMO_Ens_Munro says:
::Walks with the group::

Counselor Ris'Mor says:  
CO: Captain, we're on Earth.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::follows along::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::his steps seem light:: Sheridan: This is not at all unlike the dessert of Vulcan. In a sense...it is almost like coming home.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::looks at the counselor in surprise::

CPO Beldaur says:  
::Crosses arms and mumbles:: Doesn't feel like Earth.

Lt. Jg. Eisenhower says:  
::Looks around:: Uhm, hey, where's Mr. Kraight?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
:steps out::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::proceeds, figuring that if they're on Earth finding water and shelter should be a bit easier::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::smiles at Sulek:: CO: Well I wouldn't get to used to it old friend. Things here are not always what they seem.

ACTION: Meanwhile, a bit off, Lt. Cmdr. Kraight who has managed to wander away from the group, trots out of a separate exit into the region.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Beldaur: Doesn’t feel like the earth I know either

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Ris'Mor: Then the question is, which Earth?

 Counselor Ris'Mor says: 
 ::Shrugs and looks around, hearing Eisenhower, she tries to get Kraight's scent::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::looks up at the sun while shielding her eyes::

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
::steps out and follows:

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::takes a good look around: Sulek talk about inhospitable. This land could be a problem

Lt. Jg. Eisenhower says: 
 ::Calls out:: Lt. Cmdr. Kraight's gone!

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: stumbles out into the searing light ::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: Since we've started, have they ever? ::Raises an eyebrow::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::pauses for a moment then taps Sulek:: CO: Sulek, someone is approaching. I can sense them.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::hears and looks around, spotting something interesting::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::looks around at Eisenhower's shout::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: waits patiently for the nictitating membranes over his eyes to clear ::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
CO: Captain! ::points at a small plume of dust near the horizon::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Pangborn: If it looks like it might be awhile, we may wish to find shelter and proceed at night.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::wonders where Kraight could have gotten to::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
CO: Someone's coming.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::looks to where Wolverton is pointing::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: Terrain?

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Sulek: We need to address the issue of Kraight. Where the hell did he go?

VADM_Sheridan says:
CO: I believe so.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: looks around for the crew, sees he is alone ::

ACTION: From the dust ploom the TO points to, a series of horses pulling covered carts and carriages can be seen. A whole caravan is approaching.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::frowns::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::motions for the group to stop::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::stares at the group in astonishment::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::looks around for Kraight::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
CO: Sir, I recommend we take cover.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Pangborn: You and Cherry backtrack and see if you can find him.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::stares towards the horizon::

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
ALL: Who thinks we just accidentally went back in time?

CPO Beldaur says: 
 ::Picks up a rock and drops it, noticing the approaching caravan:: Perhaps he is with them, and is bringing help.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
CO:  Aye Captain.  ::moves off from the group::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: You're with me:: Sulek: Aye captain :: begins to double back::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: looks down at the sample of motile fungus that caught his attention back in the cave :: Self: Father always did say I'd forget my head if it wasn't screwed on tight...

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Pangborn: The rest of will stay here and make contact.

Counselor Ris'Mor says: 
 ::Grits teeth at the sight of the ever-approaching caravan::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::backtracks::  XO:  Does this look like the Wild West to you?

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Self: Well, obviously they didn't come out this way...  :: looks behind him ::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::readies an arrow, surreptitiously::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: Glad I was paying attention...we should be back to the entrance to this place soon...

VADM_Sheridan says:
CO: Sulek, you may be a bit difficult to explain with those....ears?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  When did we last see him?  ::Tries to remember::

ACTION: The caravan gets closer. Weird colors and drapes adorn most of the carriages.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: An accident as a child.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::drops back a few steps::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::smiles:: CO: Ah the old rice picker story I take it.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: I can't even remember. I was letting my self wander mentally. ::looks at her:

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:keeps moving::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::rips a strip of cloth from his tunic and ties it around his head covering the tips of his ears:: Sheridan: For some reason a hat always seems to work with Terrains.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
CO: Sir, if I remember my history correctly, the way most of us are dressed could...umm...agitate the natives.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  I don't recall him exiting with us.  I wonder if he wandered off the path in the cave?

Cmdr. Pangborn says: 
 ::Leaning against a rock outcropping, and mocking the real XO:: CTO: Ah yes, I was staring into the seas of your eyes ...

VADM_Sheridan says:
::watches the caravan approach as Sulek covers his ears::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: sees cave entrance behind him :: Self: I could try to backtrack into the cave... but how many exits does it have? If we are being shifted in time as well as space, I could end up irrevocably cut off from my own time.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::continues walking and searching the horizon::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: ponders the situation for a bit ::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::glares at the image of himself and says nothing:

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Wolverton: We have little choice.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
CO: The more primitively dressed could hide.

CMO_Ens_Munro says:
::After hearing all the news she decides to stay close to the group::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: notes movement in the cave, takes a step closer to the entrance and shades his eyes for a better look ::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: It should be here

Ens. Rio says: 
 No one in particular: Figure they'll shoot us on sight?

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: The place we came in

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::wonders if her vision of Kraight in war paint was a foretelling of this adventure.::

ACTION: A coyote growls slightly and exits the cave toward the CSO.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::stops::  XO:  Should we go back in?  ::continues looking around::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Self: Whoops... an Earth carnivore. Best to make myself scarce...

VADM_Sheridan says:
::looks at Rio:: RIO: Hey, think positive will ya?

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Wolverton: Hiding might also make them believe that we are thieves.

ACTION: The caravan arrives at the crew's position, the horses in the lead coming to a stop. There are three men riding the horses: One short fat man in funny dress, and two thin pale guys behind.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CTO: No.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: backs off hastily, looks for cover ::

ACTION: The rest of the caravan stops. One of the drapes reads - "The Great Amazing Traveling Troupe of Wonders!"

VADM_Sheridan says:
::sees the men and keeps a smile on her face trying to look friendly::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::looks at the new arrivals considering::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::waits patiently for the men to make a move::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: Something tells me we should not go back

ACTION: The coyote slowly approaches the CSO, quite wary ... he doesn't smell good to him.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::scans the caravan for concealed weapons::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: He'll be in this world with us.......we just need to look.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  We should check the perimeter of the rock outcropping.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
CTO: lead on

VADM_Sheridan says:
CO: Looks like you're on. ::nudges him::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Makes a big sweeping welcome motion with his arms:: Well hellllloooooooooooooooo

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Hops off his horse, he is a very short, fat man::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: finds a large boulder a few meters away, scrambles up and flattens himself out of sight of the animal ::

ACTION: The coyote follows slightly, sniffing.

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
CMO: You feel better now?

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::notices their auras are clear...they are seemingly well-intentioned.::

CMO_Ens_Munro says:
CEO: Much, and you?

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: sotto voce :: Self: Nice doggie... you don't want a dry, stringy lizard, do you?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::moves along checking for another cave entrance and further away from the crew::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::stepping forward he bows sweeping his arm out:: Victor: I am Sulek.  You are well met.  May I know who I have the honor of talking to?

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::eyes the suspiciously bright-dressed man, well, suspiciously::

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
CMO: Feeling better that you are, thanks

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Walks right past Sulek and holds out his hand to the TO:: TO: Victor Salisbury, you must be Jacobson! Quite a group you've managed to gather here ... when I was told to expect the best, well, I wasn't expecting this! No-sir-ee!

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::wipes some sweat from her brow as they continue to search::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::shades her eyes as she looks at the chubby little fellow::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  Should we try yelling?  ::checks to see how far they are from the others::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::tries to get a sense of the men's intentions without looking too obvious::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::shakes Victor's hand, not quite sure what to say::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::turns with an obvious look of puzzlement as the man passes him::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::hides grin at Wolverton's expression::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
Victor: Errr....pleased to meet you, Mr. Salisbury.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Shakes the TO's hand with his two hands vigorously::

ACTION: The CSO suddenly hears a rough voice speak, "Do not worry. He will not hurt you."

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::serious:: Cherry; Now I'm worried. He's nowhere.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::whispers to Sulek:: CO: They seem genuine, no ill intentions.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::feels his brain rattle::

Trickster Cmdr. Pangborn says: 
 XO: Slipped again have we? Another crewmember in mortal peril at your expense?

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: And they seem to think we are someone else.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  Maybe we should work our way back through the cave.  I can't think of where else to look.  ::continues walking and searching::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::desperately hoping for some clue from this Victor person::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: looks around :: Voice: Who said that?

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Looking up to the TO, he slaps him on his backside, and begins to guide him back to the caravan:: TO: Y'see, we're gon' to be gettin' quite a pay for this lil' event. And th' people, th' people expect th' very best!

VADM_Sheridan says:
CO: Let's just see what they want, and pray that your TO can keep it together.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: I doubt yelling would help ::ignores the trickster for the moment then boils over, turns away from Cherry and looks at it:: Trickster: Not! Now!

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: Agreed

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: stands up atop the boulder, looking around ::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::looks for Kraight's tracks in the dusty ground::

ACTION: A Native American male kneels behind the CSO on one knee, peering down at the coyote ... "You smell peculiar to him"

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  Whom are you talking to?

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::frowns briefly at his own backside, but follows along, swallowing hard in the dusty air:: Victor: Anything else we need to know about this?

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: turns around sharply ::

 Trickster Cmdr. Pangborn says:  
::Looks shocked and surprise, and makes a "What?" gesture with his arms .. quite enjoying the CTO's reaction::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Wolverton: Mr. Jacobson,  we are still short a few of our company.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::continues searching for tracks::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Native American: Great Maker! Where did you come from?

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: Just have your freaks do their thing ... ::Glances at the "wolf woman" - Counselor Ris'Mor::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::shaking:: Cherry: It....it was a comment, that’s all. My frustration at not being able to fin Kraight

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::thinks the archaic custom of buttock swatting is quite interesting and decides to investigate its origins when they return to their own lives::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  Right. ::doesn't believe a word of it::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: I believe it is a circus of sorts.

Jahou says:  
CSO: From the path. I am Jahou.

ACTION: The coyote gets its share of sniffing, and retreats back into the cave.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::looks at Cherry questioningly::

VADM_Sheridan says:
CO: Well that man's use of the word "freak" bothers me.

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
CMO: Looks like we are back in the 19th century.  This looks like a scene out of the Wild West.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::glances over at the captain, then turns to nod at Victor after the slightest hesitation:: Victor: Of course. A handful of...my people...went for a short walk. Should be back soon.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: holds out hand ::  Jahou: Hello, Jahou. I am called Kraight. May I ask the name of your animal companion?

Jahou says:  
CSO: He is not my companion. Kraight. You are of the Earth? One of the Old Gods?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  I think we should search the cave, Sir.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::has the sensation of digging his own grave::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Sheridan: I do not believe he intended it as derogatory.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:scowls:: Cherry' Of course. It couldn't hurt

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: I see, I see. ::Looks around:: How did you get here? Where are your horses? Your carts? ::Looks at the CNS:: Your cages?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::heads back toward the cave entrance::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::is getting a bad feeling about all of this::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::frowns, looking at the CO for some guidance::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: taken aback :: Jahou: Ah... I would hardly call myself a god. And no, I am not truly of the Earth. I come from a place called Benzar.

Jahou says:  
::Presses his hands firmly together, and closes his eyes:: I welcome you, Kraight, of Benzite.

VADM_Sheridan says:
CO: I don't believe he did either. ::sees the TO looking over at the Captain:: I think he can use your help.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::looks at the CNS and frowns at the thought of her being kept in a cage::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::stalling:: Victor: We had a little trouble on the way.

Jahou says:  
CSO: You are obviously here to bestow your message from our own dirt and water to us.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::picks up one of the torches left in the mouth of the cave and lights it::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Looks puzzled, then worried:: TO: What sort of trouble?

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:follows close to Cherry, feeling a little more normal::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::walks over to the CNS and places a calming hand upon her back, very surprised that she has been so calm up until this point.::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::would really rather just open fire, thus settling this his own unique way:: Victor: With some of the...natives.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::hands the XO a torch::  XO:  Ready to go back in?

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: nods gravely, not quite certain what to do :: Jahou: Thank you, Jahou. I... don't think I fully understand your reference to a message.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::looks at Salisbury and slaps Wolverton on the back:: Victor:  What can we say?  We weren't prepared... The animals didn't make it.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: Natives? The Injuns? Those savages?

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::takes the torch and the lead:: Sure ::steps into the cave::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::follows along::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Looks at Sulek:: TO: Your Chinese man speaks very goo' English.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::manages to contain his surprise at Sulek's performance:: Victor: He does indeed.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::giggles to herself at Sulek being called Chinese::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: I see, I see. Well, we have plenty of room ... so gather your people quickly, and get aboard! ::Gestures to the caravan::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::looks at the captain considering::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::surprised at how easy the lie was:: Victor: Not to worry, honorable, sir.  Will be plenty plenty good for show.  ::he grins foolishly::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::whispers as they step into the darkness::  XO:  So, who were you really talking to?

Ensign Rio says:  
::Is put out by the CO's grin, leans to the Admiral:: Sheridan: Does he usually grin like that? I've never seen him grin. Not even to put up an act ...

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::nods, trying to gesture convincingly to the others::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
Victor: The others should be back momentarily.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:Looks at her and tries to play it off:: Cherry: I was just taking to myself.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::doesn't move from her spot::

VADM_Sheridan says:
RIO:  I think it's just a little gas. Don't worry, he'll be back to his old self soon enough. ::winks::

 Trickster  CTO Lt. Jg. Cherry says: 
 ::Pouty face besides the XO:: XO: Yes, really, who were you talking too .. are you seeing other incorporeal mental entities?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::recalls what Jade said::  XO:  Have you ever thought that maybe keeping it secret gives it more power?

Ens. Rio says:  
Sheridan: Ahhh, okay. ::Nods::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::calls out clearly but quietly::  CSO: Commander Kraight.

Jahou says: 
CSO: Wisdom to bestow upon us, from our world. That which provides for us.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::stops grinning:: Wolverton: Some shelter and water would be nice while we wait.  Eh, boss.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: I am but newly arrived here, Jahou. I do not even know where I am.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: Well we have plenty of water and food ... so let's get goin', we have a timetable to follow!

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
Victor: Your hospitality is appreciated.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::wipes her brow:: TO: I could use a cool drink about now.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::feels a bit odd, but it is somehow easy for him to act out his role::

Jahou says:  
CSO: I see. Your fall from paradise has damaged your mind. Come with me, we will see to it that you are better.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Looks Sheridan up and down greedily:: TO: And who is this fine young specimen ...

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: Lets get out of here. I sure don’t see him.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
TO: Er...Mr. Jacobson...the others are still not back yet.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
Victor: She can introduce herself much better than I can myself.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: Lead on.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  You said yourself.  He has to be here somewhere.  :;waves her torch around::

CMO_Ens_Munro says:
::Stands next to Morgan::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: Of course. ::Bows to the Admiral::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
OPS: We'll wait for them in the wagons.

Jahou says:  
::Gestures to the CSO to follow him to his nearby horse::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::smiles and extends her hand to Victor:: Victor: I am called Serena.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::Raises a skeptical brow::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: follows Jahou ::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::makes a note of the admiral's new name::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Takes the hand and puts more than one slobbery kiss upon it:: Sheridan: I am Sir Victor Salisbury, at your service dear lady. ::Said with an obnoxious and obviously fake gentleman's voice::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::wrinkles her nose in fastidious disgust as she survey's poor Serena's plight::

VADM_Sheridan says:
Victor: A pleasure kind sir. Your kindness is greatly appreciated in our time of need.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::moves in close to Salisbury:: Victor: Your a brave man.  The last one is still a soprano.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Looks up suddenly:: TO: Is she your wife?

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::glances toward the caves, wondering where they are, and hoping "Serena" manages to stall him for a bit::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Ignores Sulek, as if he weren't "worth" his time::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::gulps:: Victor: Ah...kind of you to say....

CMO_Ens_Munro says:
::Begins to look curiously at the cave hoping to se them walk back out::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Stares at the TO, awaiting an answer::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::wonders just what the TO will say::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
Victor: But I have to answer "No". I'm not so fortunate.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Grins::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::hopes he'll survive the answer::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::calls out::  CSO:  Commander Kraight!

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: Good, very good ... ::Lets go of her hand::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::Shakes her head in disgust::

ACTION: Still no response to the CTO.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::looks at Wolverton and nods his head up and down...too late::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::and that he'll survive the admiral's wrath::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
ALL: Well then! Let's be gettin' on! ::Gestures for them to board the caravan::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::looks at Wolverton and grins::

 Trickster CTO Lt. Jg. Cherry says:  
::Calls out, mocking the CTO:: ALL: Oh blue man of my dreams ... come save me from this poor demented soul who can't even get me on a date! Oh woe is me!

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::guesses he answered correctly, and slowly heads toward the wagons, stalling slightly::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: I'm going back out, he must have moved on with the rest of us and diverted somewhere

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::exits the cave::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::keeps looking::  XO:  Are you ordering me to come with you then, Sir?

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Wolverton: Boss, the others should be here.  I'll go get them.  ::moving in close:: Refuse to go on.  Tell him you've got too much money invested in your troupe to leave them.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: You said that the animal I encountered wasn't your companion, Jahou. How did you know it would not harm me, then?

 Trickster  CTO Lt. Jg. Cherry says:  
::Steps up close to the CTO, even though she can't hear "it":: CTO: Do you really think you're safe with him?

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::whispers back:: CO: Understood.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::gives one last long call::  CSO:  Commander Kraight!

Jahou says: 
 ::Leaps onto the horse, awaiting the CSO to join him:: CSO: They do not harm animals as large as we.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::distant:: Cherry: No. You mat continue to search here if you'd like, but I'd say we should move on and look elsewhere

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::looks at Sheridan:: Sheridan: Try not to kill anyone while I'm gone.  ::winks::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Getting impatient as the freak show is not moving:: TO: Well? I haven't all day.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::reluctantly follows the XO::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::takes off down the path at a trot to the caves::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: climbs clumsily up behind Jahou :: Jahou: Really? I was under the impression that such carnivores were quite willing to attack people.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::gestures at Sulek trotting off:: Victor: He's going to fetch the others. They're worth too much to simply abandon out here.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::stands with her hands on her hips:: CO: Of all the nerve! ::acts insulted at the comment::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::really doesn't like Salisbury::

Jahou says:  
CSO: Not by themselves. And you are not people. You are greater than people. ::Gently brushes his hand against the horse's head, and it begins to trot down an apparently well worn path::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  I wonder what's going on.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:follows the path back to where they stared::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: Well I hope he is capable of moving quickly. I've heard those Chinese are worthless.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Cherry: He may have taken off on a tangent

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
Victor: From experience, I have to disagree.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::the heat has little effect on him and he quickly makes the short trek back to the cave.  He peers in and calls:: Pangborn! Cherry!

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: chuckles :: Jahou: I can't agree with you there, Jahou. In my culture, no one is considered 'worth more' than anyone else.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::moves over to Victor:: Victor: Why don't you leave a wagon and team here and we can follow along when the others get her.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
XO:  Commander Kraight is not the wondering off type, Sir.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: I am simply a traveler... one who has lost his way, at that.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
Sheridan: Madame, I cannot do such a thing ...

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::follows along, but stops frequently to turn and look around::

Jahou says:  
CSO: That is true of all of us.

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::Louder:: PANGBORN! CHERRY!

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:continues to follow the path:

VADM_Sheridan says:
Victor: Oh please. We really don't want to hold you up any longer. ::wipes her brow again::

ACTION: The CO pretty much screams into the faces of the XO & CTO as they come around a bend in the caves and arrive at the exit.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Sulek: WE're here captain!

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::hears the Captain yelling and waves merrily in response::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::watching for the crew's return with increasing anxiety::

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Sulek: What's up?

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
:: considers Jahou's last remark :: Jahou: True enough, I suppose. Where are we going?

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::If he weren't so darned attracted to Sheridan he'd give the TO a few comments on how to "control" his women::

Jahou says:  
CSO: To the home of my people.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::briefly looks at Wolverton then quietly takes stock of the situation::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
Pangborn: We need to get going.  We'll just have to hope that Kraight can fend for himself.  If he is able, I am sure he will return to us soon.

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Notices the arrival of the XO & CTO ... noting how most of these folk don't seem that freak some, but imagines they all have some special talent::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: What do your people call themselves?

Jahou says:  
CSO: We are the Paiute.

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::hopes the crew is not so quick to abandon her if she ever vanishes::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Points at the new arrivals:: TO: Is that everyone?

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
Sulek: We’ll follow you back. Anything interesting happen?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::looks at this Salisbury character then back at Wolverton::

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
Victor: All but one that's been missing since the...attack.

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: How long have your people lived in this area?

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
:falls in next to the CO::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::wonders why Lance is speaking for them::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::arriving back with the others::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
TO: Then he is probably dead. The savages devour you ... starting from the bottom up ::Abruptly turns and heads back to the caravan:: It is best if we get on before they come back for more ...

Jahou says:  
CSO: Long since before I came to be.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::nods in hesitant agreement:: ALL: Climb aboard, everyone...

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::hopes the ugly little man is wrong::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::clutches at her chest:: Victor: They eat people?

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::wonders what savages Salisbury is talking about::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::climbs onto the back of the wagon::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: I see. What is this part of the world called?

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::wonders where the Admiral took her acting classes at and if they give refunds::

 Victor_Salisbury says:
::Nods his head:: Sheridan: Yes, they do. This is a vicious, cold land. ::Steps forward and takes her arm:: Best you stay close for your own safety.

Jahou says:  
CSO: I call it my home. Is there another name you are looking for?

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::watches Victor fawn over the admiral, seeing a potential lever::

CEO_LtJG_Telarus says:
::hopes no one else gets lost but ponders more on how they are going to find the path to the next world if all this is picking up::

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::climbs aboard as ordered::

VADM_Sheridan says:
::looks over at Sulek as her arm entwines Victor's:: Victor: Thank you for your concern.

XO_Cmdr_Pangborn says:
::wonders where Kraight is::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::the edges of his lips quirk up as he thinks of the Admiral needing Salisbury for safety::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: Well, like I said, I'm lost. I'm trying to get an idea where I am.

TO_Ens_Wolverton says:
::settles into a reasonably comfortable seat for the ride, trying not to seem too obviously uncomfortable with "command"::

 CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::he is taken aback by the suddenness of the action and quickly tries to regain his composure::

Jahou says:  
CSO: I am not sure how I can help you. But perhaps the Elder can.

VADM_Sheridan says:
::gets a strange sense from Sulek at that moment::

CTO_Ltjg_Cherry says:
::is very puzzled by all this::

CSO_LtCmdr_Kraight says:
Jahou: Is the Elder the leader of your people?

Jahou says:  
CSO: No.

OPS_Ltjg_Morgan says:
::Settles back with a sigh::

CO_Capt_Sulek says:
::there is something else...for some reason he doesn't like the attentions the fat little man has on Sheridan::
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