Host Jafo says:
Star Trek: Apache - Episode #19
Week #8
Mission: "Evolution"

Host Jafo says:
As the medical staff of the Pioneer continue to work on analyzing the synthetic T-cell evident in the dead Apache crewmembers, the Away Team has made it into the Apache's Engineering section and are trying to reinitialize ship's systems.

Host Jafo says:
A mysterious vessel decloaked within the Pioneer's shields and fired what the crew presumed was an energy weapon. The ship sustained minimal damage from the energy weapon and then chased the small, torpedo-like, vessel into the Argolis Cluster where it was lost to sensors.

Host Jafo says:
The Pioneer crew is currently conducting an intensive scan of Cluster in an attempt to locate the mysterious vessel and determine a link between it, the synthetic T-cell evident in the crew of the Apache, and the current condition of the Apache's crew.

Host Jafo says:
<<<<<<<<<< Begin Mission Week 8 >>>>>>>>>>

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::still standing with her hands on her hips:: CNS/CIV: Well...?

Host CO_Verak says:
::in ready room, reading several briefings::

CMO_Onarian says:
@::in Apache's Main Engineering, trying not to cringe at the sound of the pounding at the door::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Loud stomping sounds come crashing down the corridor towards Main Engineering on the Apache.

CSO_S`klar says:
::at science one, scanning the cluster for signs of the unidentified vessel::

CNS_Vax says:
::looks as the SO comes in and points at the CIV:: SO: It was him! He threw it at me!

TO_Lukan says:
::manning main tactical and continuing to analyze the mysterious vessel::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::whispers something softly:: CNS/SO: Look, is that a Borg attack? ::heads for the CMO's office::

CTO_Illoria says:
@::standing knee deep in snow trying to get the systems back online::

XO_Hadley says:
::walks onto the bridge and over to the Ready Room, ringing the chime::

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: I think we might be in trouble...

Host CO_Verak says:
*XO*: Enter.

EO_Rzhova says:
@::scans around Main Engineering:: Self: What is making all that noise?

CIV_Kerlan says:
::whispers something softly:: CNS/SO: Look, is that a Borg attack? ::heads for the CMO's office::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CNS: No matter ... someone still has to clean this up.  Time is of the essence here. CIV: Freeze!

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The USS Pioneer picks up a transmission on a standard Federation frequency. It is a homing signal on course for the Pioneer.

XO_Hadley says:
::enters the Ready Room:: CO: Good afternoon, Captain.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: You may be right, Onarian.  But what are we going to do about it?

CSO_S`klar says:
*CO*: Bridge to Captain Verak…

CIV_Kerlan says:
::stops in his tracks and turns around slowly:: SO: You rang?

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Is being eviscerated an option?

CNS_Vax says:
::sighs, resigned to clean the spleen-splatter off his foot:: SO: Fine.

Host CO_Verak says:
::looks up from his PADD and nods:: XO: Commander, please take a seat.

XO_Hadley says:
::takes a seat in front of the desk::

CTO_Illoria says:
@::looks sternly at him:: CMO: No, it is not!

Host CO_Verak says:
XO: Now then, please tell me what you learned from the Apache?

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The doors to Main Engineering are bashed in and one flies off its hinges sending a torrent of snow that covers the CMO and CTO. They are momentarily blinded as a body crashes into them and they all fall to the ground as they hear the stomping footsteps move off down the corridor.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::points to the mess on the floor:: CNS/CIV: Get back here ... I don't care who made this mess, I just want it cleaned up. I'm this close… ::holds up thumb and forefinger:: …to finding out what's causing the cellular flux in those cells.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Well, then you might want to point that thing over there! ::throws his hands over his face and dives into a snow bank::

TO_Lukan says:
COM: CTO: Sir, what is your current status?

Host CO_Verak says:
*CSO*: Go ahead, Lieutenant.

CTO_Illoria says:
@::falls to the ground:: All: Ooof…

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::heads back to her station to check the data she input a few moments ago::

EO_Rzhova says:
@::runs to where the CTO and CMO were tossed and digs them out::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::eyes Howling Tribble and gets the cleaning solution, dropping the bottle next to the mess, expecting it to clean by osmosis:: CNS: Are females always this ... what's the word...?

CNS_Vax says:
SO: That's good, and we'd probably have found out by now if someone didn't insist on having an organ fight. ::looks at the CIV::

CSO_S`klar says:
*CO*: Sir, we're picking up a transmission on a standard Federation frequency. It's a homing signal on course for the Pioneer.

XO_Hadley says:
CO: Captain, it was horrible over there ... dead crew everywhere. We managed to pry open the Ready Room door on the bridge, and a creature ran out and past me. I managed to get off one shot before it disappeared. Shortly after that I returned back here.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Are you okay, Illoria?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::doesn't look up as she hears the CIV:: CIV: Difficult?

CTO_Illoria says:
@::spits snow out of his mouth:: COM: TO: We have just been… ::spits out more snow:: …attacked by something, standby.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Tactical scans reveal the homing signal to be a mark VII torpedo casing specially modified and emitting a single lifesign.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: I am uninjured, and you?

TO_Lukan says:
COM: CTO: Do you need assistance?

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Trying not to think about what's in the room with us.

Host CO_Verak says:
*CSO*: Continue to monitor the transmission, Commander Hadley and I will be on the bridge shortly.

CSO_S`klar says:
*CO*: Aye sir.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::watches the DNA sequences of one of the bodies flow past her on the screen:: Self: Come on ... what’s causing that flux?

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods to Hadley:: XO: Have you any thoughts on what caused the events on the Apache?

CIV_Kerlan says:
::lost again:: SO: Who is being difficult? ::turns to Vax:: CIV: Lieutenant, are you bothering Ensign Hung Bottom?

CTO_Illoria says:
@COM: TO: Not at the moment.  We will contact you once we figure out what happened.

CNS_Vax says:
::picks up the bottle and begins spraying the area around his foot and then takes his foot and sticks it in the bactogram:: Self: I'll get the reading even if it is only off my foot!

CSO_S`klar says:
::scans for the source of the transmission, trying to trace its path::

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Aye that, let's try to find some cover and still do our work.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::crawls to the nearest console and attempts to activate the lights::

CNS_Vax says:
::chooses to ignore the CIV::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As Howlingwolf continues to work; she notes that the cellular flux is most apparent among DNA sequences containing latent introns.

XO_Hadley says:
CO: No sir, I'm really not sure. I suppose radiation of some form, but my best guess would be some form of viral infection or perhaps it’s caused by an alien species.

TO_Lukan says:
*CSO*: Sir, I have finished analyzing the signal. It’s a modified torpedo casing ... I’m picking up a single lifesign aboard.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Umm ... I would suggest we try and find out what's here.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::sees a little glitch in a repetitive pattern on the DNA patterns:: Self: Hold your horses there buckaroo... ::zones in on those sequences::

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods and begins to stand:: XO: I agree … we should be getting to the bridge.

CNS_Vax says:
::a thought occurs:: SO: The bactogram isn't harmful to organic matter is it? It just scans it right? ::hopes that his foot won’t wither up and die::

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Okay, but let's be careful.

CSO_S`klar says:
TO: Inform the Captain.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: The lights do not seem to be operable.

Host CO_Verak says:
::exits Ready Room and walks onto the bridge::

XO_Hadley says:
CO: Aye sir. ::stands and follows the Captain onto the bridge::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::ignores the CNS and CIV as she stares intently at the screen:: CNS/CIV: Well … look what we have here. ::grins::

CMO_Onarian says:
@::gets out his tricorder and scans the room around him::

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Sir, the signal is emanating from a modified torpedo casing.  A single lifesign is present.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::pats Vax reassuringly on the shoulder:: CNS: Not to worry, the most you’ll feel is an extra toe in six to ten days.  Nothing a prematurely closed door can't remove. ::smiles reassuringly before moving to help Horny Toad::

CNS_Vax says:
::considers just taking off his boot and scanning it, but then realizes that SO Murmuring Brook would probably have a fit::

CSO_S`klar says:
::trying to identify the lifesign::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The lights in Apache's Main Engineering come up with a flicker and the CTO and CMO find themselves standing in front of the body of a very large prairie dog, apparently deposited by the creature, which bashed in the doors of Main Engineering.

Host CO_Verak says:
::raises an eyebrow:: TO: Interesting, is their anymore information from its transmission?

CMO_Onarian says:
@::lifts his eyebrows and scans the body of the Prairie dog::

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Nothing at  this time, sir.

TO_Lukan says:
::continues to analyze the signal::

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Cover me, please.

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, I’m in the process of running the transmission through a tri-axulating frequency, to try and decipher it.

CTO_Illoria says:
@::nods and gets his phaser at the ready::

TO_Lukan says:
CO: The Away Team reported that they were being attacked by something … but they are okay.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::points to the screen:: CIV: I think I've found our culprit.

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, the lifesigns on the torpedo is registering as Trill.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::runs scans and a simple DNA analysis::

Host CO_Verak says:
::thinks for a moment:: XO: It may be that specialist Command is sending.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Onarian’s scans show that the creature died in a very violent manner, the apparent victim of an attack from a predator. However, this extremely large prairie dog also shows extensive DNA restructuring consistent with the results of the synthetic T-cell seen so far and has many visible human characteristics.

CNS_Vax says:
::finds that the bactogram is fruitless and he's stuck his foot in it for no reason other than to humiliate himself, so he takes it out::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::rubs his ridges thoughtfully:: SO: I agree, Vax definitely did it … but what about the venom?

Host CO_Verak says:
TO: What happened?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::runs a test sequence on normal DNA and compares it to the other strand::

XO_Hadley says:
CO: I didn't know Command was sending one, sir.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::grimaces:: CTO: It's dead, and it used to be human.

Host CO_Verak says:
CSO: Once the torpedo is in range, beam it aboard.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Unknown sir … as usual the CTO indicated that more would follow.

CNS_Vax says:
::takes some of the spleen off his foot and rubs it across the CIV's mask:: CIV: Shut up, we already know it was you.

XO_Hadley says:
CO: I must have missed that report among all the others on my desk.

CTO_Illoria says:
@::slowly circles around the prairie dog and the CMO: : CMO: Let's try to find who killed it.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Howlingwolf's test sequence on clean DNA shows that the introduction of the synthetic T-cell leads to the activation of latent introns in several normally dormant sequences of the DNA.

CMO_Onarian says:
@COM: Pioneer: CO: Sir, we have found the body of what appears to be one of the Apache's crewmembers

Host CO_Verak says:
::turns to XO:: XO: You have been busy, Commander. Please meet our guest in the transporter room.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::rolls her eyes and ignores his comment:: CIV: Here ... see this? ::points to the strand:: Those dormant introns are somehow being re-awakened.

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods to the Tactical Officer::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: A spider pops out of the spleen and begins crawling down Vax's arm.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: I don't believe that avenging this person is the correct course of action, sir.

CNS_Vax says:
::looks at the SO:: SO: Isn't that right, Crying Toast?

CSO_S`klar says:
::prepares to beam the torpedo casing to cargo bay one once they are within range::

CNS_Vax says:
::grasps at the spider, trying not to kill it, after all, its evidence::

XO_Hadley says:
CO: Aye sir, I'm on my way. ::walks to the turbolift::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::pats Dances With Wolves on the shoulder and smiles:: SO: Look, Vax has a friend. ::points::

XO_Hadley says:
TL: Transporter Room One.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::taps her combadge:: *CSO*: Sir, I believe we've found something down here that you might be interested in.

Host CO_Verak says:
COM: CMO: Does it carry the same T-cells as the others?

TO_Lukan says:
CSO: I suggest a strong containment field incase of deception, sir.

CSO_S`klar says:
SO: Very good, Ensign. Standby…

CSO_S`klar says:
TO: Agreed.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The spider wriggles its many legs and spits a viscous liquid out at Vax ... who is protected by his biochemical suit.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: I'm not talking about vengeance, Doctor.  I'm talking about getting to the bottom of this mystery.

XO_Hadley says:
::listens to the turbolift whir away, and hears it stop::

CSO_S`klar says:
TO: Might I suggest a low-level force field?

XO_Hadley says:
::walks out and into transporter room one::

TO_Lukan says:
CSO: Agreed...

CMO_Onarian says:
@COM: Pioneer: CO: Aye sir, but it is no longer human.  I’d like permission to beam it to sickbay for further analysis, sir?

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, the torpedo has been beamed to cargo bay one.

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods to CSO::

XO_Hadley says:
TR Chief: Beam the torpedo casing aboard, Chief.

Host CO_Verak says:
COM: CMO: Very well, we have containment ready for it.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As Onarian requests permission to beam the body to the Pioneer ... a silent hum fills the Apache's Main Engineering room and the body of the crewman begins to decompose at an impossible rate. In a matter of seconds all that remains are the bones of the former human.

CNS_Vax says:
::places the spider in a vial and quickly seals it:: SO: Bowling Tiger, I think you need to have a look at this. ::hands the vial to Hungry Chicken::

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Commander, once we have Main Engineering back online, we will be in a position to solve mysteries.

EO_Rzhova says:
::wanders around Main Engineering checking on the ships status:: Self: I wonder how much longer this will take.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
:;grins:: CIV/CNS: That T-Cell is the very thing that's awakening the dormant introns in the crew's cellular structure.

CTO_Illoria says:
@::jumps back at the rapid decomposition::

CMO_Onarian says:
@COM: Pioneer: CO: Very well, here are the coordinates ... Away team, out.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The Mark VII torpedo casing materializes in Transporter Room one.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::stands up, slightly horrified::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::glares at the CIV and CNS:: CIV/CNS: If you two get my name wrong one more time, I'm going to kick both of you out on your rear-ends.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Very well Doctor, but you just lost your patient.

XO_Hadley says:
::walks up to the pad and opens the casing, and helps the person inside out::

Host CO_Verak says:
*Sickbay*: Prepare to receive a body from the Apache, and employ strict containment protocols.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Patient implies that the person is alive, Commander.

TO_Lukan says:
::meteor fragment goes flying by Lukan locks on to it and wants to fire, but changes his mind ... Kahless knows he wants to::

CNS_Vax says:
SO: Do you think? ::realizes that Grinning Cat’s a real rocket scientist::

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, the torpedo casing has been safely beamed to Transporter Room one.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CO*: Aye sir… ::prepares a forcefield::

Host CO_Verak says:
CSO: Acknowledged.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Your lab rat then?

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The torpedo casing opens up with a hermetically sealed hiss of in-rushing air as the occupant takes off his oxygen mask and gingerly gets out.

XO_Hadley says:
MO: I'm Commander Hadley, Executive Officer of the USS Pioneer.  Welcome aboard.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::turns and wades through the drifts back to the console, and continues to bring systems online, one by one::

CSO_S`klar says:
::science one picks up Lukan’s targeting systems, S’klar merely raises an eyebrow at him::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CIV/CNS: For the last time, it's Howling-wolf!

TO_Lukan says:
::he turns his attention  back to the mysterious vessel and continues to analyze it::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::nods toward the empty bed:: SO: Put it on biobed two, Proud Wookie... ::wipes the spleen off his mask and waits::

CMO_Onarian says:
@::swallows heavily and whispers:: CTO: Never a lab rat ... never.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CNS: You found that in the spleen?

MO_Powers says:
XO: I'm Lieutenant Junior Grade Powers, the 'Apache Expert'.

CNS_Vax says:
::realizes that the SO doesn't want the spider and heads over to scan it myself:: SO: Whatever, Laughing Rooster. How'd you get a name like Laughing Rooster anyways?

CSO_S`klar says:
*SO*: Do you still require my presence, Ensign Howling-weather?

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Slowly systems in the Apache's Main Engineering begin to wake up. Almost immediately, the sounds of animals begin chittering with excitement all around the section as they scamper away.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Okay.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::begins transmitting the data to the CSO:: *CSO/CO*: Captain, I believe we know what has happened to the Apache's crew.

XO_Hadley says:
MO: Nice to meet you Lieutenant, I suppose you should report in to Captain Verak … or if you'd rather just head to Sickbay, I can let him know you're aboard.

TO_Lukan says:
Self: How could they penetrate our shields and not be detected?  Even current cloaking technology can’t do that!

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, the Apache’s Main Engineering systems are slowly powering up.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::feels the ship slowly come back to life:: CTO: Bringing interior sensors online in 5 ... 4 ... 3 ... 2 …1.

CNS_Vax says:
::begins scanning the spider and takes a sample of the venom, adding it to the scan as well::

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Ah we have power, slowly.

Host CO_Verak says:
*SO*: Please explain.

MO_Powers says:
XO: I'd like to know a bit more about the situation before I get to work if that's okay, sir.

Host CO_Verak says:
COM: CTO: What is happening over there?

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Power is good... ::faint smile::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Sensors pop online sporadically around the ship ... many sections are not covered by sensors as they have been physically removed from the system, but what sensors remain slowly become available.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Scans of the spider reveal that its venom sack is full of the synthetic T-cell ... as is its venom.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::rests against the edge of the biobed, watching Vax:: CNS: You know what goes good with a creepy glowing blue space spider? Parmesan ... and those little bread squares. What're they called ... croutons?

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, I’m starting to receive data from the Science Lab...

CMO_Onarian says:
@::frowns at the screen:: CTO: From what I can tell, there are a lot of odd sized animals running around the ship, in many different shapes and forms.

XO_Hadley says:
MO: Fine by me. Let's get up to the bridge, and we'll try to explain everything we know so far. Right this way. ::takes Lieutenant Powers to the turbolift:: TL: Bridge…

CNS_Vax says:
All: What the...? I think I've found out how the T-cells got there in the first place!

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods to CSO::

CTO_Illoria says:
@COM: CO: Sensors are slowly coming back on line, Captain.  Sensors don’t cover some sections, but the ones that remain are coming up.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CO*: The synthetic T-Cells found all over the Apache have been found in the venom of these spiders ... it's that very T-cell that has triggered the dormant introns in the DNA. Introns are genetic holdovers … evolutionary afterthoughts, if you will.

EO_Rzhova says:
::makes a few minor adjustments to the IDF::

MO_Powers says:
::follows the XO::

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: I think we should release the anesthezine gas, it should knock everything out on the ship until we can treat them.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Understood.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::sits up from the bed and walks over to Vax:: CNS: What have you found, Counselor?

TO_Lukan says:
::analyzes the energy signature of the weapon or probe used by  the vessel::

Host CO_Verak says:
COM: CTO/CMO: Beware of any of any spiders on the Apache! They may be the cause for what is happening on the Apache.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Good plan, Doctor.  Then we might be able to get to the bottom of this.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CO*: So, in essence ... it appears the crew has somehow de-evolved.

CTO_Illoria says:
@COM: CO: Acknowledged Captain.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As sensors become available, the Away Team takes note of sporadic unusual energy readings throughout the vessel that appear to be similar to a transporter signal. The spots where the signal is picked up are consistent with locations of apparently deceased members of the crew.

CNS_Vax says:
CIV: Exactly what Fighting Dog just said!

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Bringing Environmental controls online ... selecting maximum potency, and releasing gas.

EO_Rzhova says:
::looks over at one of the engineers:: EO_Shweitzer: That poker game still on for tonight?

Host CO_Verak says:
*SO*: Is there any way of reversing this process?

CSO_S`klar says:
*SO*: Perhaps there is some way of creating an anti-dote ... something that will reverse the effects of the toxin?

CIV_Kerlan says:
::frowns:: CNS/SO: Slick Chicken has to be wrong ... people don't just 'de-evolve'. It's not done, not to mention rude.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As Lukan studies the energy readouts of the unidentified vessel that attacked the Pioneer, he notes that the vessel gave off an unusual theta-radiation signature that is not normally detectable by ships sensors.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CSO/CO*: We'll get on it right away.  We should have something for you very soon.

EO_Shweitzer says:
EO: You bet, you don't think the boss would cancel anything like that do you?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::looks at the CIV:: CIV: Well look at the data yourself .... it happens, deal with it. ::grins and sets to work in finding something to reverse the effects of the T-Cell::

TO_Lukan says:
Self: Interesting... ::sets the sensors to pick up the theta radiation signature and sweeps the sector::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As anesthezine gas fills the air in Main Engineering, creatures throughout the Apache begin to pass out.

XO_Hadley says:
::exits onto the bridge:: CO: Captain, this is Lieutenant Junior Grade Powers, the 'Apache Expert'.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Lukan detects 384 unique instances of the theta-radiation signature.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::frowns deeper and reads the data from the scan:: SO/CNS: The dormant introns would act as a switch, wouldn’t it?

CNS_Vax says:
CIV: They've mutated, I don't know how Poppycock figures they devolved though, they're all fairly recent evolutions, I really don’t think they could've evolved from them, unless their race is only a few hundred years old.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: It seems to be working... ::frowns at the sensor readings:: CTO: What do you make of these 'almost' transporter signals?

Host CO_Verak says:
::turns and approaches Powers and offers his hand:: MO: Welcome aboard Lieutenant, hopefully you will be able to aid us in helping the Apache.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::nods:: CIV: Sort of, yes...

TO_Lukan says:
::tries to use the course plotted by the vessel to narrow down the field::

MO_Powers says:
::shakes hand:: CO: I hope so, sir.

CNS_Vax says:
::stares at both of them:: SO/CIV: Is anybody listening to me?

Host CO_Verak says:
MO: How much do you know of the Apache's systems?

CIV_Kerlan says:
::shakes his head:: CNS/SO: Well if Two Step Turtle is right, then why don't we just turn the switch from 'de-evolve' to 'evolve'?

XO_Hadley says:
MO: We ran across the Apache a short time ago, dead in space here in the Argolis Sector. All the crew has either been killed or have mutated in some way.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As Lukan tries to narrow down the field of theta-radiation signatures he begins to notice that each signature has its own propulsion trail ... indicating that each is a vessel.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: If I'm not mistaken, they are in the same location as apparently dead crewmen.  My guess is that this is the de-evolution process.  But I'm only guessing at this point.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Sir, I have finished analyzing the vessel.

Host CO_Verak says:
::turns to the Tactical Officer:: TO: What have you discovered, Ensign?

MO_Powers says:
XO: Some form, sir?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CNS/CIV: Well early evolution or not, the readings I got from the Apache and what we've learned here make perfect sense ... there are a number of creatures on the ship that are obviously the Apache's crew.

CSO_S`klar says:
*SO*: According to the Daystrom Institutes database, the T-Cell virus is irreversible. Have you had any success so far?

CNS_Vax says:
::goes back to his scans, now looking for the genetic makeup of the T-cells, thinking that maybe an opposite cell would do the trick::

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Hmm ... check and see if these signals correspond with any activities of the Apache's systems or subsystems.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: While analyzing the signature of the weapon used, I detected a theta radiation signature that I believe was coming from the vessels propulsion unit.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::continues to monitor the internal sensors::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION; As Lukan speaks to the Captain, sensors detect a one particularly close theta-radiation signature passing within the shields of the Pioneer.

CTO_Illoria says:
@::nods and walks over to check the system::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CSO*: Nothing yet, sir … but since this is a synthetic T-Cell, there may just be a way to manipulate it.

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods:: MO: With your medical background and familiarity with the ship, you could go over and help our away team currently there.

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, I’ve just picked up a theta-radiation signature.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Sir, sensors have detected a vessel near our shields.

Host CO_Verak says:
::turns to XO:: XO: Are you prepared to take another trip to the Apache, Commander?

CNS_Vax says:
SO: What if we were to create a cell with an opposite genetic make up to it? Wouldn’t the two just neutralize each other?

Host CO_Verak says:
TO: On screen! ::turns to the screen::

XO_Hadley says:
XO: Yes sir, I'm ready if you want me over there.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: In the Pioneer's sickbay, a low transporter hum fills the air and causes Howlingwolf, Vax, and Kerlan to turn towards each other in confusion. Nearby, the bodies brought from the Apache begin to decompose at an impossible rate. After only a few moments only the bones of the crewmembers remain.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CIV: Do you have any ideas on how we turn off the switch then?

TO_Lukan says:
::tries to identify the vessel using the modified sensor profile::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The viewscreen activates and, naturally, nothing is shown at the coordinates indicated.

Host CO_Verak says:
TO: Shield status?

CSO_S`klar says:
::locks all sensors onto the theta-radiation signature::

CTO_Illoria says:
@::checks the recent scans of the signals against the Apache's systems::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::watches the bodies disintegrate:: CNS/SO: I'm not taking the rap for that...

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Shields are at full.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::walks over to Illoria:: CTO: Anything?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::looks around:: CIV/CNS: What the...?

CSO_S`klar says:
::tries rotating visual sensors to adjust for the theta-radiation::

Host CO_Verak says:
XO/MO: We may have to delay your trip, gentlemen.

CNS_Vax says:
SO: That's not supposed to happen, is it?

Host CO_Verak says:
::raises an eyebrow:: TO: Is it cloaked?

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Nothing yet, Doctor.  I hope you're right about this.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Aye...

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CNS: That idea has merit ... try and create a simulation?

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As the visual frequencies of the viewscreen are rotated, the torpedo-like vessels come into view ... along with another 35 immediately around the same area.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Me too...

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: Sir, might I suggest a tachyon beam directed at that area?

Host CO_Verak says:
TO: Red alert!

CIV_Kerlan says:
::approaches the bones carefully, interest overriding sense as he pulls out the tricorder and begins to scan::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::shakes her head:: CNS: Not unless we've suddenly hit fast forward on our own evolutionary scale...

TO_Lukan says:
::takes the ship to red alert and loads all launchers and brings phasers online::

CNS_Vax says:
SO: Exactly! ::goes back to work, looking for the genetic make up of the T-cell::

Host CO_Verak says:
TO: Can you hail them?

CMO_Onarian says:
@::walks over to the console and taps a few commands, attempting to activate Navigation, primary, and secondary propulsion::

CTO_Illoria says:
@::raises an eyebrow:: CMO: You have doubts?

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Onarian and Illoria are able to determine that the transporter-like signature is not an internal system of the Apache.

CSO_S`klar says:
::scans the vessels for bio-signs::

EO_Rzhova says:
::hears the red alert:: Self: Oh man, every time I hear that something breaks.

XO_Hadley says:
MO: Why don't you head to Sickbay and see what you can do to help? ::takes his seat::

TO_Lukan says:
COM: Torpedo Vessel: This is the USS Pioneer, please identify yourselves and state your business in this sector.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Well, it's not internal … but is that good or bad?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CIV: What do the readings tell you? How come they decomposed so quickly?

EO_Rzhova says:
::heads over to the nearest console and goes through red alert procedures::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::taps badge:: *Bridge*: Kerlan to bridge...

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Shall I do a passive weapons lock.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: I don't know about you, but there is no way the Pioneer has the resources to treat this entire ship.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: I'm not certain, but I think we are missing something.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The torpedo-like vessel that came within the shield of the Pioneer slowly slips out with the same small glitch of the sensors. It makes its way towards the Apache along with a flotilla of similar vessel. As the viewscreen zooms further and further out more and more of the ships are shown until the space between the Pioneer and the Apache is full.

CSO_S`klar says:
::watches the viewscreen impassively::

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Sir, it seems that they have brought friends.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: There is no response from any of the vessels, though they do appear to scatter away from the Pioneer.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: No response to our hails...

MO_Powers says:
::stares at the viewscreen::

Host CO_Verak says:
::sits down in his seat:: TO: Stand by Ensign, but keep those weapons ready.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Always sir…

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: I understand that, our ship is small.  And I agree we are missing something.

CSO_S`klar says:
::tries setting the shields to a modulating frequency, to try and thwart other attempts to pass through the Pioneers shields::

Host CO_Verak says:
CSO: Do you detect any activity from those vessels?

CNS_Vax says:
::continues his scan, hemming and hawing at the irrelevant results::

TO_Lukan says:
CSO: Perhaps we can modify the tractor beam as well...

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CIV/CNS: There was a disease in the late 20th century that attacked T-cells in humans ... maybe we can create something from that without destroying the normal T-cells.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::hits the console in frustration:: CTO: We need a full engineering detail to reactivate the engines. What we need to do is get this behemoth to a starbase, they have vastly more resources.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Vax finds that the removal of the synthetic T-cell completely returned the bones to their original makeup. Kerlan's scans seem to conclude the same.

CSO_S`klar says:
TO: Possibly.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::closes the channel to the bridge and turns to face the other two:: CNS/SO: Now we know what happens if we remove the T-cells artificially.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Take it easy, Onarian.  We'll see what we can do.

EO_Rzhova says:
::activates the repair teams throughout the ship and puts them on stand by::

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: I cannot identify any activity … our sensors cannot get a clear enough reading, sir.

CNS_Vax says:
::works at constructing a simulated neutralizing T-cell::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The vessels that were near the Pioneer have moved near the Apache and taken up positions parallel with each point that the Away Team noted bodies were being beamed off the Apache from.

CTO_Illoria says:
@COM: CO: Captain, we are running into frustration over here.  We can't get the systems online fast enough to suit the doctor here.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::chews on his lip a bit::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::nods:: CIV/CNS: Perhaps if we create something that will boost the crews immune system to attack the synthetic cell?

Host CO_Verak says:
COM: CTO: Remain calm, Lieutenant. Have you noticed any activity on the Apache?

CSO_S`klar says:
::continues to scan the small vessels for any information::

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Perhaps we could move in closer to the Apache and use our shields to cover her.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::shakes his head:: SO: I don't think it would work. The fact that their immune systems have not attempted to already suggests that the T-cell is undetectable to them. I think we need to use a targeted retrovirus.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Tell him about the decomposition.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::nods:: CIV: True ... so how did you remove that T-cell from those bones?

CNS_Vax says:
SO: If we created an opposite T-cell to those that are in there then, it'd not only do the same as removing the T-cell, it'd be easier to administer too.

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods to the Tactical Officer:: Crewman Sumoe: Bring us alongside the Apache.

EO_Rzhova says:
::drums his fingers:: Self: You've just got to love the waiting.

Host CO_Verak says:
TO: Extend our shields around the Apache.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::shakes his head again:: SO/CNS: I didn't ... perhaps a calcium sheath to the virus would allow it to work safely?

TO_Lukan says:
::extends the Pioneer’s shield around the Apache::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As the Pioneer moves towards the Apache, the small torpedo-like vessels are very careful to make sure they stay out of the Pioneer's way but they don't move away from the Apache.

CNS_Vax says:
::wishes his scans were faster::

Host CO_Verak says:
XO: They seem to be avoiding us...

CSO_S`klar says:
CO: They do not like being close to the Pioneer it seems, sir.

CTO_Illoria says:
@COM: CO: I am calm, Captain.  We came across a crewman who had been killed by something we told you about earlier.  When we got ready to transport him over to the Pioneer, he rapidly decomposed.  It was the oddest thing.

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Aye sir.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::nods:: CNS: Give it a try on the simulator and see what happens...

CSO_S`klar says:
::tries to think what the smaller vessels are trying to avoid, exactly::

XO_Hadley says:
CO: Yes, they do sir...

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: I think it may be time to do a little investigation.

Host CO_Verak says:
XO: Could they be after the T-cell infected bodies?

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Now you want to investigate!  Okay Doctor Onarian, what do you propose?

CIV_Kerlan says:
::looks a little depressed::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::looks at the CIV:: CIV: Something wrong?

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: I was hoping you had some ideas, but maybe we could take a look at more of those transporter-like signals.

CSO_S`klar says:
CO/XO: Is it possible they are responsible for the infection, and are returning to retrieve the bodies?

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: You're call.

Host CO_Verak says:
CSO: It is the main difference between the Pioneer and the Apache.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::sighs softly:: SO: No, Pink Flamingo, not really. It's just that the animals we've found are not real. So a study would be a waste, I suspect.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The computer bleeps and replicates an anti T-cell infused hypospray.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CIV: Not real?

CNS_Vax says:
::looks at the SO:: SO: I'm just working, there's nothing wrong Flying Turkey.

XO_Hadley says:
CO: Why would they be though?

MO_Powers says:
CO: Shall I report to sickbay, sir?

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Let's investigate the transporter-like signals first.  I'd also like to figure out how to get these live crewmen back to their original state.

Host CO_Verak says:
::nods to MO:: MO: Please do so, Lieutenant.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::shakes her head at the CNS and motions to the CIV with a nod::

CMO_Onarian says:
@::grins:: CTO: First we have to catch one.

CIV_Kerlan says:
::nods:: SO: Yes, I was planning on teaching them tricks and showing the holo-vids across the sector. But just one of those crewmembers has to see it as a person and the lawsuits would be endless. ::sighs:: I’m quite certain the world is against me Horse Whisperer.

CSO_S`klar says:
*SO*: Any progress, Ensign Howlingwolf?

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: That's your job. ::grins back::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Almost on the final syllables of Onarian’s words a squirrel-ish looking creature peaks its head curiously around the warp core and stares at him twitching its nose.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: As you say, lead on.

MO_Powers says:
::enters a turbolift: TL: Sickbay...

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::looks to the CNS:: *CSO*: I believe CNS Vax is working on an anti-dote right now?

CTO_Illoria says:
@::points and whispers:: CMO: There you go.

CSO_S`klar says:
*SO*: Can we synthesize a gas that can be distributed throughout the whole ship?

CMO_Onarian says:
@::kneels slowly:: Creature: We won't hurt you, come here… ::extends his hand::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::stares at the CIV and wonders if he's for real ... stifles several giggles and gets back to her work::

CNS_Vax says:
SO: I believe I may have it... ::heads over to the replicator and creates his anti-T-cell formula::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CSO*: I believe so. I will let you know when we are ready, sir.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The extremely large, humanoid looking squirrel, scampers forward a few steps. Twitches its nose. And scampers a few more steps forward hoping the CMO's outstretch hand will contain a pile of nuts.

CTO_Illoria says:
@::steps back as the CMO tries to coax the creature::

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Sir, perhaps we can capture one of their vessels.  I don’t think they would expect a boarding party...

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CIV/CNS: So are we going to test this first? Or just administer it?

CTO_Illoria says:
@::whispers:: CMO: I think he's hungry.

CMO_Onarian says:
@::makes no threatening movements:: Creature: That's right, we won't hurt you...

CIV_Kerlan says:
SO: Protocols require testing.

XO_Hadley says:
::tries to figure out why these ships are doing this::

CMO_Onarian says:
@::whispers:: CTO: Do you have any food?

CSO_S`klar says:
::looks with disgust at the TO:: TO: Wouldn't that be violating a myriad of protocols?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CSO*: Are the environmental controls working on the Apache? A gaseous form won't work if it can't be vented.

MO_Powers says:
::exits the turbolift and wanders around looking for sickbay:: Self: I should have asked where it was!

Host CO_Verak says:
TO: This ship may not be able to withstand two scores of those ships if they decide to attack us.

CNS_Vax says:
::takes his synthetic mix and, using a syringe he injects it into the spider, scanning the results::

CSO_S`klar says:
*SO*: Stand by...

Host CO_Verak says:
*SO*: Any progress on the antidote, Ensign?

CSO_S`klar says:
::checks to see if environmental control has been restored to the Apache::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: The squirrel scampers forward a few more steps, sniffs the wind, and then stops ... just out of Onarian's reach.

TO_Lukan says:
CSO: Protocols go out the door when we are attacked.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CO*: We're about to test it now, sir. Standby...

TO_Lukan says:
CO: Aye sir. ::growls in a low tone::

CTO_Illoria says:
@::feels around in the environmental suit he's had on for the entire Away mission and shrugs:: CMO: Sorry, fresh out of food.

CNS_Vax says:
::patiently waits to see if the anti T-cells neutralize the spider venom::

MO_Powers says:
::wanders into sickbay:: All: Is this sickbay?

CSO_S`klar says:
*SO*: The away team has regained environmental controls, Ensign.

SO_Howlingwolf says:
CNS: How are things over there, sir?

CIV_Kerlan says:
::holds his breath as Vax's test runs::

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: As the spider is injected it lets out a screaming shriek of terror as its convulses and jerks to and fro, its legs flying out stiffly and not finding purchase on the table surface. It collapses on its side and shutters weakly.

CNS_Vax says:
SO: Just waiting for the results.

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Umm ... maybe the replicator?

SO_Howlingwolf says:
::watches the spider:: CIV/CNS: Cool ... it worked. ::grins::

CIV_Kerlan says:
::slowly turns cyan, watching the spider::

SO_Howlingwolf says:
*CSO*: Aye sir.

CTO_Illoria says:
@CMO: Brilliant idea, Doctor.  Now let's find it!

CMO_Onarian says:
@CTO: Well ... maybe the mess hall?

CMO_Onarian says:
@::idly wonders when he is going to get smacked::

TO_Lukan says:
::modifies sensors to use a theta band and scans the vessels again:: Self: Maybe this will enable us to find out more information.

Host Jafo says:
ACTION: Scans of the spider reveal that it is still alive ... barely ... and can find no trace of the synthetic T-cell, though its venom is still quite potent.

Host Jafo says:
<<<<<<<<<< End Mission Week 8 >>>>>>>>>>

