Admiral Richard Bolitho, Kesh Suder, A'an Selzah and Dylan Pandora have just barely escaped their deaths at the hands of the blonde bombshell-turned-mercenary Gidget.

With Suder gravely injured, the team escaped into the sewer systems of one of the cities on Alpha Centauri - and now have found refuge in a Church of Recurrent Tragedy.


Meanwhile, the rest of the Seleya crew are closing in on answers regarding the mysterious death of Zachary Marshall. It seems that someone used a senior staff command code to access the systems necessary for hiding the truth ... but who, and why?

USS SELEYA - STARDATE 10709.23

THE ELUSIVE MISTER BOLITHO - CONCLUSION

"Casus Belli"

=/\==/\==/\==/\==/\= RESUME MISSION =/\==/\==/\==/\==/\=

ACTION: 5 hours have passed.

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::applies the hypo to his neck, injecting an anti-anxiety medication into his system before leaving his quarters::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::taking a nap in the couch in her ready room. All the PADDs with the relevant reports are neatly arranged on her table::

@ ACTION: The Bolitho group find themselves in a pleasant room just off the main cathedral of this Church of Recurrent Tragedy. Interesting portraits adorn the walls.

Richard Bolitho says:
@::bends down and checks Suder's condition, not really interested in their surroundings::

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::rubs his eyes gently on the turbolift ride to the bridge::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::wakes startled by some noise in her terminal and rubs her eyes taking a deep breath::

@ ACTION: Kesh Suder is resting comfortably.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::Looking through his list of people to interview::

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Sitting in a chair next to the doorway to Kesh's bedroom, trying not to think the worst. ::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: In her office, going over reports, Braeden quietly playing at her feet.::

Richard Bolitho says:
@XO: Commander any sign of pursuit?

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Comes up on the XO with a tray of food:: XO: You'll need your strength if you intend to stay close by, Mr. Selzah.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
*EO Ens Tana* Would you mind coming to my office please

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::goes to take a look and notices it was just the report of the latest standard communication with the starbase. She further inspects her terminal for more current news but find nothing of note::

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::steps onto the bridge, glancing about at the consoles:: Self: It's ok, they're not going to explode on you... relax...

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Stands and numbly checks his weapon, then quietly speaks. :: Bolitho:  Nothing yet, they posted a person near the entryway, we'll know if they find their way here.  :: Nods absent-mindedly to Father Leonard, but doesn’t eat. ::

EO Ens Tana says:
::in Cargo Bay 4, manually checking computer components that might have been used to break into the system:: *CEO*: I'll be right there, sir. ::sighs and turns the padd down, making his mind up to come back and finish the inventory check:: EMMA: Come...

SO Ens. Magdalena Arkoff says:
::Enters the bridge, carrying a stack of PADDs that she can barely control::

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::Check his personal computer to see if any communications or any other computer logins have been made::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::goes to freshen up in a small room in her ready room built for that effect::

EMMA says:
::saves a copy of the inventory file and follows::

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::takes his station, running some cursory scans::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::takes another deep breath and heads for the bridge::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Puts down the last test report.:: *CO*: Captain, we have the answer you requested.

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Looks down at the list in his hand ::XO: You keep trying to tell yourself that you’re doing the right thing over and over, but it never gets any easier..... We're leaving it’s only a matter of time before they track us down again

EO Ens Tana says:
::finds the corridors unusually quiet under the security state the ship is in:: ::finds the turbolift likewise deserted and shrinks in relief as he steps in:: TL: Deck 11.

SO Ens. Arkoff says:
::Trips over her own feet, and gasps::

ACTION: PADDs go flying everywhere, landing all over and around the CSO.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::enters the bridge and doesn't bother to ask for a report. She does notice however a relatively new face. And that’s when her badge chirps:: *MO*: That’s good news. Do you mind coming over to the bridge to report? I would prefer a private conversation

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
::finishes the first draft of the report on Marshall::

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Stops at the door and remains quiet for a moment. :: Bolitho:  I'll work on getting us some transport, but were going to have to get creative to get off the planet.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
*CO*: I am on my way.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
*MO*: Thank you. Gomes out

Father Leonard says:
@ Bolitho: I wouldn't really recommend that just yet ... Alpha Centauri security has stopped their patrols. Starfleet security is patrolling the street now ... they're looking for someone...

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Reaching for the padd she has been taking notes, she pockets it, then bends down to scoop up her son.::

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::takes a PADD to the head and winces:: SO: You ok, Ensign?

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
CSO: I am glad to see you are back on duty ::glances over to the clumsy CSO and ventures a small smile::

SO Ens. Arkoff says:
::Turns bright red:: CSO: Oh! Oh my gosh! I'm so, so, so sorry!

EO Ens Tana says:
::steps out of the lift on 11 as the door pings and hisses open, making his way around the bends and through the heavy blast doors to the Engine Room:: ::stops in the doorway of the Chief Engineer's office:: CEO: You asked to see me, sir?

Richard Bolitho says:
@XO: I have access to certain funds, so money isn't an issue....::looks up at Father Leonard:: Father Leonard: Thank you for everything, but the longer we stay here the more we put you at risk Father

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::Points at a chair:: EO: Take a seat please

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Remains quiet for a few moments, then speaks again. :: Bolitho:  We can’t take her with us.  In her condition, she'll never make it.  If we leave her here, she has a chance at recovery.

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Nods:: Bolitho: In that case, I can arrange transport if you wish.

EO Ens Tana says:
::glances at the chair and then walks over, sitting::

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::nods to th CO:: SO: It's no problem, Ensign. Here, let me help you with these... ::starts picking up nearby padds::

SO Ens. Arkoff says:
::Quite embarrassed::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
Braeden: Sorry half pint, I do not believe the captain would be appreciative of having you on the bridge.  :: In short order, she hands him over to Mardyn, who has offered to help out with him.::

Richard Bolitho says:
@XO: I... know and that’s what makes it all the harder:

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::nods at the CSO and lets them sort things out. She takes a moment to look at the viewscreen. The unchanging image of the Starbase is the only thing that greets her eyes::

Richard Bolitho says:
@Father Leonard: Thank you Father, what do you have in mind?

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: As you are aware, there have been some interesting developments regarding the death of Marshall and I have just a few questions to ask

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Stepping into a lift, she orders it to the bridge.::

Father Leonard says:
@ Bolitho: We have a standard planetary shuttle. I can have Kimberly take you to the nearest docking port if you want...

EO Ens Tana says:
::realizes in retrospect that he'd be one of the suspects and shifts uncomfortably:: CEO: Understood, sir.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: Have you been in contact with the admiral or any other missing members of the crew?

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::hands his stack to the SO and smiles:: SO: Don't worry about it, it could have been a lot worse.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ Father Leonard:  We need a few things as well, change of clothes, any leads on locals that can help us procure transport without asking too many questions.

Richard Bolitho says:
@Father Leonard: Do you wouldn't happen to have some spare priest robes would you?

EO Ens Tana says:
CEO: Since they went missing?

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: As the lifts stops, she steps onto the bridge, and walks over to the captain.::

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
::Silently approaches the Captain:: CO: Something on your mind, Captain?

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::without turning:: CSO: I understand you have just returned to duty. But when you have the time I would like that report on Zacchary Marshal's quarters. I understand it will be hard to determine if anyone was there at the time of his death but Starfleet will want that data as well

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: Yes

Father Leonard says:
@ XO: Of course.

EO Ens Tana says:
::shifts and sits up a bit in his chair, shaking his head:: CEO: No sir.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::notices Ivanova:: CIV: Just the usual. Go check on that Alpha Centauri news while I talk to Dr Sky

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Smiles:: Bolitho: I'm sure I have something to spare.

Father Leonard says:
@ ALL: I'll go and check.

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::Looks briefly to the CO:: CO: Yes, sir. I'll have that up shortly.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::turns to the lift as its door open:: MO: Hello Dr. Let’s go to my ready room ::heads for there::

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: Did anyone leave you with instructions or orders or anything else before they left?

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
::Shakes her head:: CO: I'm afraid we've pretty much tapped all the information we can get from the public news outlets, Captain. Unless you have sources there, we're pretty much stuck with what we already know.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Nods and follows here.::

OPS Ens. Gren says:
CO: Ma'am, you have a communication coming in from Admiral Crenshaw.

ACTION: The chime goes off at the CNS' office.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::nods vaguely at the CSO and CIV as she enters her room:: CSO/CIV: Very well. I'll be back shortly

EO Ens Tana says:
CEO: No sir. There was just a standing agreement with Lieutenant Pandora to work on the security project we were developing.

SO Ens. Arkoff says:
::Smiles at the CSO:: CSO: Sorry, again. Here are today's local stellar charts.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::takes a seat behind her desk and offers another to the MO:: MO: What is your latest conclusions?

Richard Bolitho says:
@XO: Do you have any contacts on the planet that might have a ship?

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: Did you notice anything during that project that seemed out of place at the time?

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
CO: All tests report the same; he died of sudden cardiac arrest.  It was too sudden.  There would only have been a 1.67% chance he would have survived, had a medical team been able to arrive on time.

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::Takes them and smiles:: SO: Thank you, Ensign. If you'll excuse me... ::moves back to his station, bringing up the Marshall report::

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
::looks up from his terminal:: Door: Enter

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Takes a seat::  CO: Those are rather poor odds.

CPO Dae Chenko says:
::Enters the CNS' office, rubbing his hands:: CNS: Counselor, hi.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::eyes the MO as many thoughts race through her mind:: MO: Thank you Dr, that is very important to know. I will forward your findings to Starfleet. Do you mind waiting for a moment on the bridge while I talk to Admiral Crenshaw?

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Lifts a brow curiously and stands.:: CO: As you need me... :: and heads back to the bridge.::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
MO: Ivanova has some clues about an event on Alpha Centauri. I think you might find it interesting

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
CPO: Hello, come in. ::thinks: well, my first patient::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::as the door closes she sits at her terminal:: *OPS*: Put it through here

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Waits for Father Leonard to leave before speaking again. ::  Bolitho:  On the planet, no.  But there was a contact that we used during the occupation, a weapons and supplies smuggler.  I know the name, and if he's still active we can probably barter for transport out of...  :: voice trails off as he notices something. ::

ACTION: A screen rises from the CO's desk, and Admiral Crenshaw appears on it. He's not alone ... Admiral Hanwright of Starfleet Intelligence is with him.

CPO Dae Chenko says:
::Holds out hand:: CNS: I'm Dae Chenko, I work in Sickbay.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
COM: Admirals: I apologize for the delay, I was in a meeting with the medical staff on the autopsy results.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Makes her way to the ships yeoman.::  CIV: I believe you have some information I would be interested in?

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
::shakes the hand of the CPO:: CPO: I'm Vonir Gnav, have a seat.

EO Ens Tana says:
::frowns:: CEO: Out of place? Not that I noticed, sir. The lieutenant was committed to it, though.

CPO Dae Chenko says:
::Takes a seat, sees that he was at his terminal:: CNS: I-I wasn't interrupting anything, was I? Because I could come back...

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@  :: Moves over to a pipe and looks at it. ::  Bolitho:  What the hell is this?  :: points to an exposed wire. ::

Admiral Crenshaw says:
# COM: Seleya: That's all right, Commander Gomes. Do you have anything new to report on Marshall?

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Raises a tricorder to scan the wire, while half keeping an eye out for Father Leonard::

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
CPO: No, you're not disturbing me. I'm the counselor so if anyone needs help, they go first. ::smiles:: CPO: Want something to drink?

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
::Raises her eyebrow questionably at the MO's direction:: MO: All I did was read the news, for god’s sake. She's acting like I've been doing extensive research on the matter all week. ::Sighs:: She tends to get overzealous sometimes, I'm afraid. ::Nods at the MO's question:: All I've heard was that they identified the shuttle as a Starfleet shuttle which supposedly contained the remains of what appears to be a cloaking device.  Now, according to the very same news source; Starfleet security has taken over for local Alpha Centauri authorities in their search for the occupants of the crashed Runabout as no bodies were found. That's it, I'm afraid.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: Have you ever made any unauthorised changes to the computer?

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
COM: Admirals: Our medical staff is confident now that his death was accidental and could not possibly be avoided. Other than that, all I have is what I sent in the last report. No further conclusions were made regarding that list of names

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
CIV: Curious.  Is that all?  While I am relieved to hear our officers have survived, I do not follow why the rest of that report would be for me.  Is that all?

EO Ens Tana says:
::shakes head:: CEO: No sir. Never to core systems.

Admiral Hanwright says:
# ::Speaks up:: COM: Seleya: Now, Commander, I've been reading up on some recent incidents on your ship ... this isn't the first time there's been fear of some sort of saboteur onboard, no?

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::raises an eyebrow:: EO: And non-core systems?

CPO Dae Chenko says:
::Shakes his head:: CNS: No, thank you.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: frowns. ::  Bolitho:  Our friends have data transfer cabling wired into the walls and pipes of this building?  This is awful high tech for a bunch of featherweight monks and nuns.

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Frowns:: XO: This is a 9 bio thread data transfer cable.....Ok were getting out of here!

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
::sits down himself:: CPO: So, why is it you're here?

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: Uh, I guess. As I said, I've only relayed what I've heard and read about from public sources.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: nods and moves over to get Kesh. ::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
COM: Admirals: That is true Admiral Hanwrighte. We had a leak of information before, but it was related to some sort of online game the families had access to. That has been terminated and no further incidents were reported. Starfleet decided to keep us on assignment

Richard Bolitho says:
::XO: Pandrol can carry Suder. You take point. I'll bring the up the rear

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Brings out her personal padd and pulls up her files on the numbers and the seven.::  CIV: Does any of this trigger a memory of something?

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Checks his weapon and sets it on heavy stun::

EO Ens Tana says:
::realizes belatedly that he shouldn't have said that:: CEO: Sir, I don't mean to give the wrong impression. During the execution of my job, I sometimes need to make or find I can make small adjustments to increase the effectiveness of certain satellite systems.

CPO Dae Chenko says:
CNS: Well ... I ... I don't think the sickbay staff really likes me.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: picks Kesh up carefully and hands her off to Pandora. Then pulls both weapons and checks them. :: Bolitho:  back the way we came would seem the best idea, we can’t very well hit the streets right now.

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
CPO: Why do you think so?

Admiral Hanwright says:
# COM: Seleya: Is there any possibility that incident is tied to what is happening now?

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Suddenly behind them:: ALL: You're leaving so soon?

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Carrying a bunch of robes::

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Whirls around and points both weapons at Father Leonard. ::

CPO Dae Chenko says:
::Leans back in the chair:: CNS: Well ... they're nice enough. But sometimes it seems they try to avoid talking to me ...

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: And could any of these changes resulted in unauthorised access to core systems

Richard Bolitho says:
@Father Leonard: Thank you ::takes the robes:: We're very grateful, but its time for us to go

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Gasps and drops the robes::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::thinks for a moment:: COM: Hanwright: There is no direct evidence connecting the two incidents but vital information was downloaded from the Seleya during that time. We do not know exactly what information. One could theorize that the command codes were stolen then but we have no way to prove it unless we know who tapped into the ship

EO Ens Tana says:
::fidgets:: CEO: No sir, I don't see how. I'd never compromise safety or security systems.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Stops and pulls the weapons back. ::  Leonard:  Sorry....I'm just a little on edge.

Admiral Hanwright says:
# ::Nods:: COM: Seleya: I trust you are changing your command codes ...

@ ACTION: A frighteningly familiar voice speaks out ... "And you have good reason to be, Commander." Suddenly Gidget and nine mercenaries shimmer into existence around them, raising disruptors to their heads.

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Frowns::

Gidget says:
@ ::Holds a disruptor to the Admiral's head from behind:: ALL: Drop your weapons.

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
::Nods:: MO: Sure. That number looks familiar all right, why, that's the number that comes before eight and after six. ::Smiles sweetly:: Nope, sorry Doc. Doesn't look familiar at all, at least to me. Looks like multiples of seven but I gather you already realized that before.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
COM: Admirals: We have changed the personal ones; even the first officer's who is MIA. We will increase security on the rest as well

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
::nods:: CPO: Please continue.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::hands the EO a PADD::

CPO Dae Chenko says:
CNS: ... and a lot of the time, Doctor Atreides frightens me.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Nods and takes the padd back::  CIV: Thank you.

Admiral Hanwright says:
# ::Nods, and looks to Crenshaw::

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Lets out a resigned sigh, but doesn't drop his phaser::

EO Ens Tana says:
::blinks and leans forward to take the padd, thumbing it on:: CEO: What's this, sir?

EMMA says:
::pokes her head in the office door when she sees the padd, wondering if it’s a new assignment::

Admiral Crenshaw says:
# COM: Seleya: There is growing concern that the Seleya has been infiltrated, or worse, that there is a true traitor amongst your crew. As such, to investigate this matter ... Starfleet Intelligence will be sending one of their operatives to serve on your crew.

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: Sure.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: looks at Gidget for a second. :: Bolitho:  I can take her and two of the others before they drop me.  If you can take Leonard, Pandora might be able to get out the door and out of here.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO Ens Tana: These are the changes I'm made to the computer, it provides more verbose logging of use of command codes and alerts me under certain conditions

Gidget says:
@ XO: Tsk, tsk.

Gidget says:
@ ::Nods at a mercenary::

@ ACTION: Two of the mercenaries aim at the unconscious Kesh.

Gidget says:
@ XO: Don't make us do something you would regret. ALL: Now all of you, drop your weapons ...

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Would like to question her about the CMO, but does not believe that is appropriate.   And yet the captain had asked...::  CIV: My ask you a personal observation?

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Raises hands:: ALL: Please all, do not let this come to bloodshed ...

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: I've discovered a senior access code was used to modify the logs, I'd like you to review the changes to see if I missed anything

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::nods at the Admiral, half expecting something similar:: COM: Admirals: As long as he doesn't die aboard ... ::stops for a moment regretting it:: COM: Admirals: I am sorry, this situation has been a bit frustrating as you can imagine. We will receive your officer and cooperate with him in the best possible way

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: Between you and me, I think the Captain made you talk to me so we'll get out of her hair for awhile.

Richard Bolitho says:
@Gidget: You expect me to give myself up by threatening Suder. You don't know me at all....

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: A touch of humour lights her eyes::  CIV: Is there a reason she would need that?

Gidget says:
@ Bolitho: Well, no, I expect you to let her die. That's the kind of jerk you are, Admiral. Now your friend here ... I'm betting on him having a heart ...

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Speaks in a low growl. :: Leonard:  Bloodshed is all you've ensured by turning us in!

EO Ens Tana says:
::nods:: CEO: Yes sir. ::brings up the file and starts to go through the object-oriented code, scrolling down with the padd's stylus::

Father Leonard says:
@ Gidget: You will not harm that woman.

Gidget says:
@ ::Glares:: Leonard: Listen, "Father," I don't take orders from you ...

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: She hates to keep the wigs waiting, I guess. ::Shrugs::

Father Leonard says:
@ Gidget: No, you take orders from the people who pay you. I represent the organization that is paying you. You will not fire.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
EO: If you find anything new, let me know, other than that dismissed.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Nods slowly::  CIV: Back to my earlier question, may I ask you a personal observation?

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ Gidget:  I'd listen to him if I were you girl.  Hurting Kesh will only buy you a world of hurt.

Gidget says:
@ ::Sighs, and nods::

EO Ens Tana says:
::stands and thumbs the padd off again:: CEO: Yes sir. I'm sure you'll find them soon, Ensign Barnes. ::steps out, turning Emma's head around and leading her out::

Father Leonard says:
@ Bolitho: Now, Admiral, if you lower your weapons ... I promise your safety, and some answers to questions you have had for some time now.

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Raises an eyebrow at Aan, intimating for him to get ready::

EO Ens Tana says:
EMMA: You shouldn't have been listening in in there, Emma... that wasn't for you.

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: What is it, Commander? ::Crooks her head in question at her direction::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::while waiting for the admiral's reply she wonders if at least with this investigator aboard the Seleya will get to move on and look for her missing officers::

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Tightens his grip on his weapons, indicating he understands. ::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
CIV:  No, of the CMO. You are close to the doctor.  Since the incident of his death, have there been any notable changes?  I was not here long before to be able to note if there had been any.

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
CPO: Why exactly Doctor Atreides then?

Admiral Crenshaw says:
# COM: Seleya: I understand, Commander. ::Pauses:: Are you okay?

CPO Dae Chenko says:
CNS: I've seen the man die twice ... and he's still not six feet under.

Richard Bolitho says:
@Father Leonard: All I know is that I've lost some good friends to your masters Father, and I'm tired of being the mouse chased by the cat......

CEO Ens Barnes says:
*CNS* Do you have a moment?

Father Leonard says:
@ Bolitho: And we apologize for that. It was never meant to go this far.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
COM: Admiral Crenshaw: I am fine sir, I just need some rest. It has been a troubling situation. When can we expect this officer? And once he is here I would very much like to participate in the investigations regarding the disappearance of Admiral Bolitho and my 2 officers

EMMA says:
::walks along beside Tana, trying to access the padd:: TANA: Assignment?

Father Leonard says:
@ Bolitho: But you have gone a great distance to get some answers ... wouldn't you like them? Or just more death?

EO Ens Tana says:
::smiles tightly down at the robot:: EMMA: For me, not for you. I have to do this by myself. Go recharge.

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: I take it you mean physically. ::Shakes her head:: Not what I am aware of, Commander. ::Pauses in thought:: Um. Nope, nothing comes to mind. Aren't you running tests on him on a daily basis, anyway?

Admiral Crenshaw says:
# COM: Seleya: He is en route, and should be there ... actually, within the day.

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Looks on as events unfold around him::

CPO Dae Chenko says:
::Pauses as the CNS gets a communication::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
COM: Admirals: And once he is, what are our orders sir?

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
CIV: .... to try and discover the how and what of the situation.  What about his personality?  His interactions with others?

Admiral Hanwright says:
# COM: Seleya: As you may have heard ... there has been an incident on Alpha Centauri. It may be related to your missing officers. We're looking into it ... and we'll let you know if your assistance is required.

Richard Bolitho says:
@Father Leonard: Who, who are your masters Father and perhaps I might just begin to listen to reason!

EMMA says:
::turns away from Tana and walks over to her rig in the corner, positioning herself before raising up on  her hind limbs, folding under and down, slotting into the power and data retrieval jack and locking in place::

Father Leonard says:
@ Bolitho: God is my true master, Bolitho. As for who is behind all of this, someone else should answer ... ::Presses a button on a device in his pocket::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
COM: Admirals: Thank you sirs, I appreciate it. ::gets quiet again waiting for either orders or to close communications::

EO Ens Tana says:
::watches Emma dock and then picks an unused station in the corner of the capacious engine room:: ::sits and thumbs the padd back on to start going through the code again, line by line::

@ ACTION: An electric charge is felt in the air ... and suddenly all of the weapons (including the mercenaries' disruptors) fry. Puffs of smoke come out of each item. Tricorders and communication badges are fried as well.

Admiral Crenshaw says:
# COM: Seleya: We'll keep you informed, Commander. Take care. ::Closes comm.::

CEO Ens Barnes says:
*CNS* Are there any basic traits visible when people are lying?

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: Isn't that a better question suited to ask the Counselor, Doc? I'm afraid I don't quite understand where you're leading with this line of questioning.

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::finishes downloading the relevant information to a PADD:: *CO*: Captain, I have the report you requested.

Gidget says:
@ ::Looks in surprise as her weapon is fried:: -- The hell!

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::looks at the blank screen and listens to her badge:: Self: Not a moment to rest *CSO*: I am on my way to the bridge

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Drops the weapon he was holding a moment ago:: Self: Huh?

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
::taps his combadge:: *CEO*: Gnav here, go ahead

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::gets up and heads to the door and then the bridge::

@ ACTION: A moment later, a hologram appears before them all ... it is Liv Enam, the leader of the Church of Recurrent Tragedy. The same man that the crew met on Andreik months earlier.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
*CNS* Are there any basic traits visible when people are lying? I have to interview some people

Liv Enam says:
@ ALL: Well, well, Admiral Bolitho ... you certainly lasted longer than I expected.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
CIV: The mind and the body are not separate entities.  They affect each other.  I am trying to ascertain how things are going.  I have already spoken with the doctor, but asking such a question is like talking to yourself in the mirror.  You see only the reflection, not what is.  And so I am asking of someone who knows him well.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::enters the bridge noticing the MO and CIV talking. Good. Then heads for Science:: CSO: What do you have?

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::hands the PADD off to the Captain:: CO: As you can see, we didn't find much of anything, though that in itself might be a clue.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
CSO: Please elaborate

Richard Bolitho says:
@Liv Enam: Sorry, your grand entrance was totally lost on me!. Who the hell are you?

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
CO: In my opinion, it's too clean, sir. Things you'd expect to find, trace elements and the like, aren't there.

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Looks at the hologram::

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
CO: It's like the room was cleaned, and thoroughly.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Glares at the hologram for a moment then speaks. :: Bolitho:  His name is Liv Enam.  If I'm not mistaken, he's the leader of this church,

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::nods at the CSO:: CSO: Log that information and include it in your report to send to Starfleet. Good work Lt

Liv Enam says:
@ Bolitho: We've met before actually ... of course, I doubt you really pay attention at political functions. Misters Pandora and Selzah, a pleasure to see you again. Sorry you had to get dragged into this.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::turns back to the MO and CIV::

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::nods, moving back to his station::

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: I've never taken you to be a supporter of Monism, Commander. I'm quite impressed.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
MO/CIV: I hope you made progress but you will have to tell me about it later. CIV: Ivanova I need you to prepare quarters. An SFI agent is going to arrive to investigate this matter

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ Bolitho:  We met on Andreik a few months ago.  :: looks at the hologram with distain. :: I didn’t like him then either.

EO Ens Tana says:
::leans back in the chair he's sitting in and brings up the current computer code, going through it individually, looking for changes::

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
*CEO*: One of the things you can look at is to see where the person is looking to. If he's avoiding direct eye contact it can be a sign of lying, but it's not necessarily a lie.

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Bites down a few comments that comes to mind:: Liv Enam: Ok you have my attention

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Glares as he recognizes the person portrayed by the hologram::

CEO Ens Barnes says:
*CNS* Thanks

Liv Enam says:
@ ALL: I applaud you on the success you've had. Yes, the Church of Recurrent Tragedy has acquired a lot of ... technology that some feel we shouldn't have. And we've done it through some unorthodox means. I assure you though; it will be for the best.

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
CO: Certainly, Captain. I'll set the spare quarters next to your own quarters. ::Turns her attention back to the MO:: MO: We'll have to do this again, Commander. Toddles. ::Waves her hand at her direction as she makes her way towards the TL::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
CIV: They view that there is only one basic and fundamental reality?  Not at all, there are many.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Looks at the captain, waiting further orders.::

Richard Bolitho says:
@::looks across at Pandora and Aan as he hears the comments wondering what their thinkin::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::frowns at the MO getting the feeling she got into the middle of something:: MO: Thank you for your information. Do you think there is anything else that can be obtained from Zacchary Marshal's remains?

CIV Yn1 Ivanova says:
MO: Indeed. Meant Dualism, Doctor. My bad. ::Vanishes behind the closing TL doors::

Liv Enam says:
@ ALL: But really, I want to thank you. Your little escapades have drawn the attention of Starfleet Intelligence AWAY from us ... and given us good time to put our plans into action. The next couple of months ... oh, I'm just filled with excitement. Everything is going to change.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Lifts a brow at CIV then turns to answer the captain.:: CO: We have completed all tests and will keep samples should anything further come to mind, but no, I do not think so.

Liv Enam says:
@ ALL: There will be death ... there will be destruction. But in the end, we will all be the better for it. Survival of the fittest. Our faith will shine through, gentlemen.

Gidget says:
@ ::Mumbles:: This guy is bats%^$ insane.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ Liv Enam:  I don’t suppose this has to do with your horrible future theory?  You going to save us all, wither we want you to or not?

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
MO: Then I'd like you to release it to Starbase custody. They will know how to get in touch with the family ... if he had one

Richard Bolitho says:
@Gidget: You worked for him, which makes you just as insane!

Liv Enam says:
@ ALL: Just the opposite, I'm afraid. ::Smiles:: The Seven is Coming, after all.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
CO: I will check with the CMO.  Is there anything else?

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::Calls for the next person and begins interviewing them::

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Frowns:: Enam: Your religion accepted scientific reason... Interesting... But what exactly will be the benefit for us... For all?

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
MO: No Dr, that is all

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: Nods:: CO: As needed... :: turns to leave.::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::nods::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: On the lift.::  *CNS*: Are you available?

Liv Enam says:
@ ::Looks down at his watch:: ALL: Now, I'm afraid I'm going to have to bid you adieu. I have a luncheon with members of the Federation Council and some famous interstellar actresses, and I don't want to be late. Father Leonard, I thank you for your sacrifice. See you on the other side.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Frowns. :: Liv Elam:  The Seven again....who the hell are the seven?!  The Pathfinders!  Is it something to do with the pathfinders?!  Just come out with it for Prophets sake!

Gidget says:
@ ::Wonders what he meant by that::

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
CSO: You have the bridge ::heads for the turbo lift::

@ ACTION: Liv just smiles at the XO ... and the hologram vanishes.

CSO LtJG Sumner says:
::blinks slightly and nods, taking The Chair[tm]::

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Frowns at the connection the XO just made:: XO: You don't really think... The Pathfinders?

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Takes a breath, and starts praying::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
:: As the lift deposits here near medical, she enters through the double glass doors and quickly locates her son, reclaiming him.::

Richard Bolitho says:
@ALL: Run!

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Shakes his head, not sure what to think. Then stops and looks at father Leonard. :: All:  We need to get out of this building NOW!

Gidget says:
@ ALL: Well that's just great ... idiot paid us to kill -- ::Watches as they freak out::

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::Makes some notes and calls the next person in::

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
*MO*: Gnav here, I just need to finish one session. May I ask if it's urgent?

@ ACTION: A whine begins to fill the air - the timer on explosives that have been counting down has reached its toll.

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Turns and runs for the exit, knowing that once they are found and cornered, it'll all be over::

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Yells back as they run from the room and into the hallway. :: Gidget:  See you on the other side you moron! Get it?!

Gidget says:
@ ALL: Oh jeeze! ::Yells:: Let's go!

Father Leonard says:
@ ::Falls to his knees, accepting his end::

Gidget says:
@ ::Runs after them::

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Sprints for all his worth::

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
*CNS*: I have two issues to discuss with you and our paths have not yet met.  However, it is not dire.  If you could see me during your next opening...

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::arrives in her quarters and heads straight for her whiskey cabinet. Then she falls on her bed, bottle closed, uniform still on. However she doesn't sleep::

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: Digs for all the speed he can and throws open the doorway for everyone else. ::

@ ACTION: They come flying out just as the explosions begin to rip through the cathedral.

@ ACTION: KRAKABOOOOOOOOOOOM!

CNS LtJG Gnav says:
*MO*: That's ok, after this session, my schedule is empty.

@ ACTION: All are lifted off their feet and thrown across the street as the Church explodes, taking with it Father Leonard ... and all his secrets.

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Runs out the door, blown through the opening as the explosives begin detonating::

@ ACTION: Most of the mercenaries are blown apart. Gidget hits the ground and goes unconscious.

MO Dr Knight-Sky says:
*CNS*: Till then.

CO Cmdr Gomes says:
::stares at the ceiling as thoughts combine in her head. The past is gone, the future matters, the present will go away::

@ ACTION: Sirens are heard in the distance as people scream and run about the street ... the fire lights up the night.

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: staggers to his feet and rushes over to Kesh and Pandora checking them both. :: Pandora:  You ok?

Richard Bolitho says:
@::Bounces of the wall on the opposite side of the street and fight the blackness that tries to close in on from the edges of his vision::

@ ACTION: Starfleet shuttles begin to fly over.

CEO Ens Barnes says:
::Finishes up with another person and calls the next one in::

XO Lt Cmdr Aan says:
@ :: looks around at the approaching authorities. :: Self:  Damn...

OPS Lt Pandora says:
@::Nods, looking around for Suder, hoping she didn't receive even worse injuries from this:: XO: Let's just get out of here! ::Looks up at the shuttles::

ACTION: Meanwhile, on the Seleya ... a man enters in through one of the docking rings ... wearing a Starfleet Intelligence uniform ... his name is Maor, and he is here to make a few changes on the Seleya...

=/\==/\==/\==/\==/\= END MISSION =/\==/\==/\==/\==/\=
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CENTAURI VII
ALPHA CENTAURI SYSTEM (CENTAURI B)
YESTERDAY

“So you’re not coming back.” 

	Kesh Suder closed her eyes and took a breath. Since convincing Admiral Bolitho to drag certain members of the Seleya crew into their mission, she had been dreading this moment. And now, after all the bloodshed and chaos … it was upon her. In truth, she preferred a phaser fight with Gidget.

	“No, A’an, I’m not,” Suder replies, turning to the Seleya’s Executive Officer – A’an Selzah, a frown upon her face. Selzah’s was terse … adorned with bruises and cuts from the explosion of the Church of Recurrent Tragedy cathedral.

	“Why? Because of me?” 

	“No,” she replies quickly – too quickly. “No.” 

	She begins to walk, slowly, pacing before him, “This isn’t about you. This isn’t about Bolitho. This isn’t even about the Seleya. This is about me.” 

	Stopping, she turns to him … her eyes pleading for him to understand. 

	“These last few months … being on the run, hiding, fighting, trying to make sense of this whole conspiracy have made something clear to me. I haven’t really gotten a grasp of who I am, much less the universe I live in.”

	He stares at her carefully for a few moments before responding, “I’m not sure how one leads to the other.”

	“And I’m not sure I’m explaining it well,” Suder sighs … rubbing her eyes in exhaustion. Neither has had any rest since the conclusion of their misadventure.

	“So that’s it, then. You’re going to pack up … and go out and ‘find yourself,’” it comes out as a statement rather than a question. She turns and looks at him, not allowing tears to enter her eyes, “Yes.”

	Selzah scratches his head with his right hand, and then combs his hair with his own fingers – a thoughtful expression on his face as he looks down at the ground. Then …

	“And us?” 

	She crosses her arms, “We …” 

	Suder tries to find the words.

	“… we’re on hold. For now. I’m not saying forever, A’an … just until I’ve figured some things out.”

	There is silence for a good five minutes – neither one of them being able to breach it, nor willing to leave just yet. Selzah chooses to take another route …

	“What has Intelligence learned from Gidget?” he stares at her hard. She looks momentarily surprised, her mouth opening a little – then she thinks better, and responds.

	“She won’t admit where her paychecks were coming from. And with the hard data destroyed by the Church, there is no evidence to connect them to the shipping of all that technology. Starfleet is now aware that top secret projects have gotten out there … and are looking into it. But it’s too little, too late – I think. The Admiral agrees, and after dealing with an investigative committee … is going to be building his own case against the Church,” she explains.

	Selzah snorts, “I’m sure that’ll work.”

	She takes in a breath, and ignores the comment, “There was something weird, too … Gidget doesn’t remember the Seleya.”

	“What do you mean?”

	She shrugs, and begins to walk around the room, “Literally, she cannot remember having ever encountered any of the past Seleya crew. While the Ullian they had on duty couldn’t breach her mind, he established that she wasn’t lying. Somehow she has forgotten she ever encountered us.”

	“Wouldn’t be surprised if her ‘employers’ brainwashed her …” Selzah mumbles as he stands up. 

	“You’re leaving?” she asks. He looks away for a moment, then back at her – “Yes. The Seleya should be here soon … and I’d like to get back to my life as soon as possible, if that’s all right with you.”

	She rubs her arms, as if there were a sudden chill in the room, “A’an …”

	He is already walking to the door and stops as she speaks, “What.” 

	“Be careful. On the Seleya. Before I left, I was being … plagued … by memories of the past. They were overwhelming me. That all stopped the moment I left the ship. Someone on there was intentionally flooding my mind with memories … I think someone is trying to hide. And after all that’s happened, I think they’re still there …” 

	Selzah takes a breath, “Thank you. Goodbye, Kesh.”

	“Goodbye, A’an.”

	And then he’s gone.

USS SELEYA NCC-75635
CENTAURI VII ORBIT – ALPHA CENTAURI STAR SYSTEM (CENTAURI B)
TODAY

The chime startles her.

	Commander Alexandra Gomes is not sure how long she has been sitting there, staring at the cup of tea before her. It is no doubt cold, and she no longer feels thirsty. She wonders for a moment why she got it in the first place – and just how long she’s been sitting alone in her ready room. The chime goes off again, and she is once again shaken from her reverie.

	“Come in,” she calls out after clearing her throat. The doors to her ready room swish open, and her Executive Officer – Selzah, strolls in. He is cleaned up now … no longer wearing tattered, dirty and bloody civilian clothes. He wears his Starfleet uniform. 

	“Commander,” she nods. 

	“Captain,” he responds … as always addressing her by position, if not rank. 

	“Have a seat,” she gestures … and he does so. “How are you feeling?”

	“I’ve been better, but I’ll survive. You saw my report?” as always, Selzah quickly gets to business. She has come to appreciate that in him. 

	“Yes …” she pauses, going over the thoughts in her head. “It’s very … troubling. Especially the fact that you have recommended we not share these … revelations with Starfleet Command.” 

	Selzah nods, “Admiral Bolitho thought it best that we keep it … quiet for now.”

	Both of her eyebrows go up, “And you agree with him?”

	Selzah takes a breath, “Personally, I’d like nothing better to never agree with that man … much less think of him. Unfortunately, he has a point. It turns out the Church of Recurrent Tragedy is a major force of religion these days. They have millions … possibly billions … of followers stretched across the Alpha Quadrant. They’re not all evil, of course – just misguided it seems. It’s their leadership that’s the problem. 
	“Liv Enam has close friends in Command, and in the Council. I don’t pay attention to newscasts … but apparently he’s a very public figure. Going after him like this … without a shred of evidence. We would be buried, very quickly.” 
	
	Gomes sighs, “Of course. He has political power, so he gets away with crimes. I despise his kind. What does the Admiral recommend we do?” 

	“Sit tight. We look into things on our own end. It’s possible the Church had something to do with Marshall’s death … there were certain personal files of his that were taken. Enam and Marshall had been seen in the same ‘circles’ before … there could be a connection here,” he explains.

	“I imagine Starfleet agrees on that point …” she begins.

	“Yes,” Selzah replies. “I heard … they assigned an Intelligence operative here. I’ve never heard of the guy …”

	Gomes smiles slightly, “Maor is a handful. But he’s trustworthy – and can be very useful.” 

	The XO looks surprised, “You know him?”
	
	“From my days on the Elara, yes.”

	Selzah pauses, and gives his CO a curious look, “… romantically?”

	Gomes snorts, trying to hold back laughter, “No, no – no. We were friends, of a sort. Let’s just share he and I shared a … responsibility.” 

	At the word responsibility, Gomes’ expression changes … it goes from jovial to terse. Selzah, who has served with Gomes for just over a year, notes the sudden shift … and decides to move the conversation to a concern that had been raised.

	“Captain …”

	“Yes, Commander?” Gomes doesn’t meet his gaze, slowly turning to look out the window of her ready room – the stars beyond twinkling at her.

	“It isn’t your fault, you know,” he states directly. She doesn’t move, “I’m not sure I follow …”

	“Marshall’s death. You’re not responsible. You couldn’t have known this would happen … that he would not be safe here. It’s not your fault he died. I know you’re the Captain of this ship, but you can’t beat yourself up about it. The crew’s starting to notice … and they need you at 100%. That means letting things go … like this,” Selzah states, standing up.

	“Anyway, Captain … I just wanted to stop by. There are some preliminary reports I have to look over before we depart …”

	“Of course, Commander. Far be it from me to hold you back from your responsibilities,” responds Gomes, briefly turning to glance at her Executive Officer. 

	He nods, and departs.

	“Responsibilities,” she murmurs … and turns back to the window.

THE SHERATON
LUNA, SOLAR SYSTEM
TOMORROW

“… polls show that support for the Church is up nine percent from last month.”

	“Really,” he responds. “Well, that’s … nice.”

	The Kaelon known as Liv Enam is actually quite disinterested in most of the report being presented by his Vulcan aide. (In his mind, he has always referred to him as “the Vulcan Aide” –because he could never be bothered to learn his actual name) In reality, he’d rather hear the “juicy stuff” – which his aide always leaves to the end.

	Enam stands before a mirror, adjusting a bow-tie on his Argellian tuxedo which glimmers in the artificial light of his hotel room. His mission this evening: to assure the media that he is about the salvation of all the souls of Federation citizens, to ensure further support for his cause, and to bed some naïve female aide at the party.

	“And ..?” Enam inquires, giving a final tug to his tie.

	“And Starfleet Intelligence has failed to achieve desired results in their initial questioning of the Risan native known as Gidget. Officially, she is considered to be a sole agent taking action against Admiral Richard Bolitho. The destruction of the Recurrent Tragedy Cathedral on Alpha Centauri is solely her fault, as of late,” responds the Vulcan – no emotion apparent in his story.

	Enam smiles, “Perfect. So she’s taking the blame …”

	“As requested.”

	Enam takes a breath, “Good. Ensure that all promised payments are delivered to the appropriate Risan funds as she requested.”

	“Of course, sire,” the Vulcan aid responds. “Is there anything else?”
	
	“No,” he curtly state – refusing to exchange looks with a being he considered less than himself. The Vulcan says nothing, and quickly exits the room.

	Enam finishes tying the tie, and observes himself in the mirror – a smile appearing gradually, “Yes, I do look good.”

	“You were rather mean to that poor Vulcan fellow.”

	Enam frowns, and turns to find a ghostly figure standing before the window … sunlight that is illuminating Earth shining through her. And it is a woman – that much he can observe, although her figure is hidden by the cowl and robe that covers her, “Can I help you?”

	“Your hidden crusade has set its sights on something that isn’t yours to take. I’m here to rectify this.”

	“Oh?” Enam inquires, walking across the room to get a drink from a tray on the table … acting as if he could care less about the wraith before him. 

	“The Seleya.”

	Enam takes a sip of a glass of water, and contemplates her statement for a moment, “I wouldn’t really say we set our sights on them … they sort of just came into them accidentally when they stepped between us and our mission.”

	“I have plans—”

	“Yes, yes, of course. You’re gathering enemies of that vessel -- (how does a vessel get enemies, I ask you?) – in some sort of grand plan of revenge. One that is doomed to failure, of course.”

	The wraith says nothing for a moment, and Enam searches for any sign of shock on her lips that can be barely seen under the cowl, “Yes, I know of your plan. I have my own resources, which you have no doubt observed. Have no worries. Our plans go far beyond the Seleya and it’s foolish, naïve crew. They are all yours. Provided you succeed.”

	“You seem to have little faith in my ability to be dangerous.”
	
	“No, you misunderstand me. I have faith that you are dangerous,” he puts down the glass of water. “I don’t have any faith in you succeeding. You see, I know who you are. Now if you would excuse me, I have some politicians to entertain.” 

	“Pray that we never meet in person, Liv Enam.”

	“I’ll add it to the list of what I have to pray for. Right before bed. Promise,” he smiles, and exits the room.

	The wraith murmurs something under her breath, and fades away …
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