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The Black Death, Part 2



A Vroa vessel is  encountered and destroyed, however during the skirmish Armus has been beamed onto the Kraken and is  trying to take control.

<<<<<<<<<<Resume>>>>>>>>>>


CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::stands in a turbolift, eyes closed, working to settle himself:: TL: Bridge.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Is still at OPS, watching the intermittent life signs on the sensors::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::at her station, having arrived not too long ago, when the signs of an emergency became apparent::

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> ::stays in the confines of Engineering::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::on the bridge, biting her thumbnail in thought::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
All: Our internal sensors have learned to spot Armus. He is still confined to engineering.

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::steps off the TL onto the bridge::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Turns to Torel:: OPS:  All systems encrypted?  I don't want that thing getting control ov anything.

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::moves towards tactical::

Host SMurf says:
ACTION: Armus' voice is heard across the ship.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CO: To the best of my ability Captain.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::glances back at CTO, all evidence of their last conversation wiped from her face:: CTO: Armus is in Engineering. He has two of our people.

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
CSO:  I need anything you can give me on Armus.  Can we even get anything on him from scans and ideas on how to remove him from the ship and save  the people he's enveloped.

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> All: Whoever is in command, come to engineering immediately.

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::frowns, and finally gets around to looking the creature up::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
XO:  You and Torel are the only ones I want knowing the encryption key, if Armus is telepathic, I don't want him pulling it from our minds.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Closes her eyes in slight embarrassment, as Armus gains access to the communcations system::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
CO: I am working on it sir. But if I may suggest, Armus was constructed as a repository for evil. Perhaps the way to fight it is to change its emotions. ::glances instinctively at the betazoids in the room::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Grimaces:: ALL:  Alright, I think I'll go say hello to our guest.  XO:  You have the bridge, keep on top of this and let's get this thing off our ship.

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
XO: I think we should shut down the warp core, and everything but life support.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::eyes widen, steps in front of the CO:: CO: With all due respect, sir.. ::gives him a look:: CO: Engineering is a hostile area, now. I recommend you stay here.

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
OPS: Did ou have any luck trying to get a lock on Armus?

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Looks over at the XO, and silently sends her the encryption key::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Stands and moves towards the TL.::  CTO:  Inform security I'm on my way, and make sure the forcefields around Engineering are reinforced as much as possible.  I'd rather not get up close with our new friend.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::is in the TL on her way down to Engineering::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: I've had no success on establishing a lock Ensign.

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
XO:  Honestly, right now the whole ship is a hostile environment.  We need to convince Armus he's got no other option than to co-operate.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
:: Is in the TL with Koraz::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Steps into the TL.:: TL: Engineering.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::looks at the Doc:: CMO: So doc any ideas ho we deal with this ::smiles faintly::

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::taps his combadge:: *TO*: Koraz, reinforce the forcefields around engineering, and be ready to get the Captain out of there at the first sign of hostility.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
TO: Absolutely none

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: But it isn't our own containment fields that are stopping us, it appears that the creature doesn't want to beamed from engineering

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::huffs::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::bust out laughing:: CMO: Guess we play this by ear ::feels the TL come to a halt and sees the door open:: shall we go see were the black blob is

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
CSO: He's feeding. He loves his energy, and the warp core is the most bountiful source of it.

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::nods:: OPS: It seems to be able to create these distinct energy fields. Maybe we should focus on those.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
TO: I guess so ::gestures to the door:: so go be brave then....

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::hears the CTO: *CTO* Who in their right mind sent the CO down .. are you serious .::Steps out of the TL looking around::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Steps off the TL and moves down the corridor towards main engineering, nods to the security team and he passes and stops right in front of the forcefield.:: Armus:  I'm here.

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::nods at the CTO:: CTO/OPS: Could we then change the warp core somehow, try to send it a form of energy it cannot feed on.

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
CSO: I think it'd be easier to just shut it down.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::sees the CO:: CO: Sir ::Stops and gives up:: CMO: Guess we best save the CO first ::Smiles although very shocked::

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
TO: After you

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
*TO*: His call, not mine.

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO: Good of you to join me.

Host SMurf says:
ACTION: Armus lifts two engineers who have been enveloped.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: From what i can see, it looks like Armus would be able to penetrate our forcefields using those energy fields if he so desired

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::walks over to the CO and hears the CTO and grumbles under her breath .. just slightly annoyed::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
OPS: I want you to have a lock on the Captain at all times. ::walks down to the main command area, not hiding her distress at CO going into so much danger::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
CTO: Shutting it down would prevent it from getting power. But it would be better if we managed to make the energy toxic for it. I am just not sure of what might be toxic.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Follows the TO and holds up his tricorder and begins to scan::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Feels the anxiety coming off the XO in waves, and quickly establishes a lock on Captain A'an::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
OPS: That fits with the idea that he is feeding. Either that or he is after something else.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
XO: I have a lock on him Commander

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
CSO: Which is what makes shutting it down the more viable option. ::rubs his eyes:: XO: Ma'am?

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus: I'm a little busy, so if we can skip the exposition, lets get to it.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
CO: Could you do me a tiny favour and just step back from the force field a little please

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Steps back a step or two.::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
CMO: Any injured ?

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO: They live. Last time I met your people, I was dissatisfied. It wasn't amusing, killing them.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
OPS: Good. ::nods::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus: It didn't endear you to us either.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Nods at Sumner:: CTO: But if we shut down the warp core, how easy would it be to restart it to leave orbit?

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
CTO: Give it a second. I want to see what the captain can learn before we anger him. ::looks grim::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::is listening to the conversation between the CO ad Armus finding it far to friendly::

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
OPS: Dunno. That's Adalberto's department.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
OPS: Put Main Engineering on screen...

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Makes sure the scan incorporates the enveloped crew members::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  So... what’s the endgame?  You hold my people hostage unless we submit?

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Taps panels, and shows ME on the viewscreen::

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> ::laughs:: CO: You came back, didn't you? Now, listen to me. The Vroa tell me they know where my creators are. You will take me there.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Resists rolling her eyes at Sumner::  CTO: Yes Lt.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::raises and eyebrow at his request::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::stands in front of her chair:: CSO: Do you think would a temperature change affect him at all? Could we freeze him, for instance.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::Leans over to the Doc whispering:: CMO: Who were his creators?

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  The Vroa are hell bent on the destruction of the Federation and the destabilization of the Alpha Quadrant, they'll say anything to throw another wrench into the machine.  What makes you think they're telling the truth?

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO: What do I have to lose?

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Whispers::TO: I have no idea

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
XO: I think we could do a lot of things to him, but it depends how much you want to expose the hostages to, as well.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::Thinks the CO comment is fair one::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::Whispers:: CMO: Might be a problem then

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::looks up and thinks for a moment:: XO: It is hard to get readings from Armus so I can't answer that. But temperatures that approach absolute zero should at least slow it down.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Whispers:: TO: You think?

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  Well, to be honest, I'm not particularly endeared to your creators for burdening us with you, but I'm inclined to believe letting you escape's not going to bode well for the rest of us.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::tries not to laugh at the Doc's comment realising that they are in a serious situation so just smiles::

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> ::throws one of the officers across the room, killing him:: CO: I don't like your attitude.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Bangs the tricorder against his head wondering why its taking so long::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
Self: Oh that’s not good

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Frowns:: CO: Uhh he's dead sir

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::looks at the CMO and raise her eyebrow:: CMO: You think

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Sees a lifesign from her sensor disappear:: XO: Commander, we've lost another engineer...

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::Has hand on her phaser ready to draw as she can see this turning sour::

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::closes his eyes, trying to make his brain work despite all the chaos there::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
CSO: If you can look into it further... ::looks over at CSO:: CSO: anything that may slow him down will be an advantage. Is it possible to set up a pocket of extreme cold in Engineering?

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::begins to see red.:: Armus:  That...was a mistake.   Kill another and I WILL make sure you never get out of this place!

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
Self: Now there’s diplomacy

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> ::charges towards A'an::

Host SMurf says:
ACTION: A'an is enveloped by Armus.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
CO: I really do think you should step back from the force field

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::looks up at Torel and then at the viewscreen. Then she snaps out of it as the XO speaks:: XO: There's only so much the warp core can endure. But it is possible to isolate main engineering with the emergency doors.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
*XO* Captain down

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::looks up, feeling helpless:: XO: It is also true that any of our crew still alive within the creature will be dead if we drop the temp.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::Looks at Armus:: Armus: Now why in heavens name did you do that ... he was probably the only one that would have ben able to help

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> TO/CMO: Who's the next ranking officer? Bring them here. Now.

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
Self: Damn it... *TO*: Koraz!

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Freezes for a second as she watches the CO swallowed by Armus, and looks down at her sensor readings::  XO: He's still alive, I'm still reading life signs

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Tries to fight off the enveloping goop as he is swallowed up.::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::curses:: CSO: I'm aware fo that. Just set it up. OPS: Patch me through to Engineering.

Host SMurf says:
SCENE: Images of Cardassian massacres of Bajorans are flashed through A'an's mind.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Sets up a comm link between ME and Suder::

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Makes sure he transmits all the relevant data to the bridge from his tricorder::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
OPS: Keep an eye on him. Try to get a lock. Do everything you can to get him out of there!

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Is still tapping at her console::  XO: I'll do all I can

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
*CTO* He wouldnt  step back from the force field :;shouts at armus:: Armus: will you put him down or so help me I will fire you out of the air lock .. your going to get now where like this

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
Self: So much for the forcefield.....::looks around nervously::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::nods and starts preparing a program to drop the temperature in engineering as much as possible without disrupting the warp core::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
*ME*: Armus, this is Lt Commander Suder. I am next in line. I demand you release the Captain immediately.

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> TO: You'd sacrifice your Captain? I was wrong. Maybe this will be amusing. *XO*: Don't make me come up there, Suder.

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Chokes and gags, tries to focus and show Armus his final scenario to deal with Armus.::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
*ME*: Release Captain A'an. And then we'll negotiate.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Feels the terror from Suder, but also a cold anger building, which strengthens Torel's convictions::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Tries to thrash about, horrified and enraged at the images he's being shown.::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
Armus: Now see you have a point... but to save the rest of the crew, there a possibility .. but I will court marshed over it ::hearts the XO and shrugs her shoulders::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
~~~XO: I still have the ability to open the airlocks to ME, and suck Armus out~~~

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> *XO* This isn't a negotiation. You have thirty seconds or I kill the next officer.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
~~~OPS: Get everyone out of Engineering. essential security personnel only~~~

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::stops and thinks and looks at the Doc: Armus: Question, do you have no idea who your creators are?

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
~~~OPS: And prepare the remaining security officers for immediate evacuation, should it come to that~~~

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> TO: Quiet, little one.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::whispers:: CMO: Can you scan the CO to see of he's okay

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::rifles through the logs of the previous ship to encounter Armus::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
*ME*: What are your demands?

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
Armus: Oh bless Ive never been called a little one before

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
TO: He's ok for now

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> *XO*: Tut tut... ::throws the second engineer across the room, killing him:: Thirty seconds to get down here or it's the Captain's turn.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Taps her badge with one hand, with the other hand typing orders to the crew:: *ALL* Evacuate Engineering, barring essential personnel

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::flinches as she sees another life lost. She knew those engineers::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::nods:: CMO: Not a lot we can do at the moment ::hears the Comm:: CMO: I guess we may be essential personnel?

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::holds her breath...:: Self: Dammit! Transporter Room: Beam me to Main Engineering.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Begins backing up keeping an eye on the goo::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::Is really hoping the XO is not going to come down::

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> TO: Ha ha I like you! You have panache!

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
*XO*: I'm keeping a lock on you too Commander

Host SMurf says:
ACTION: The XO arrives in Engineering.

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
*XO* ::a light bulb goes off in his head as he taps his combadge:: XO: Tell him we'll take him there if he gives up the hostages.

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> XO: Ah. Good. ::releases the Captain::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
Armus: Well we're both lousy at conversation I give you that ... Just do me a favour ... don't hurt anyone it kinda annoys the big bosses

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::paces in:: All: Everyone out!

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Hopes Sumner's suggestion works, as she doesn't really want to send the Kraken command crew into space::

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::moves to the turbolift, decided this was worth getting court-martialed over... again...::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
CMO: this is so not good

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::Crawls on his hand and knees, choking.:: Armus:  I'll kill you....Swear to the Prophets, one way or another....::Coughs.::

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
TL: Shuttle bay.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::sees the CO being released, rushes over, and presses a finger to the side of his neck, checking for a pulse. Holds her breath 'til she sees him breath::

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
TO: Time to go....

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::looks up as Sumner leaves the bridge unexpectedly and looks at Torel without a word::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
CMO: I am not leaving the CO and XO down here

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
Armus: I'm here. ::stands up::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::See's A'an life-signs stabilise as he is released from Armus::

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO/XO: I could easily destroy this ship and everyone on board, then take it to somewhere nice, like Earth.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Sighs:: Self: Heroes....

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
OPS: Why did the Vroa beam Armus to the Kraken? There were other, more effective ways of destroying us, and other ways to transport Armus.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::takes a deep breath, and looks at the black goo, remembering what the logs said about the last encounter with this creature:: Armus: Why would you want to do that? ::keeps her voice neutral, and her mind as calm as she can::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
CMO: Happy to wait over there out of the way though ::grins::

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::steps into the Shuttle Bay and starts up the shuttle with the unstable warp drive::

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  You need a ship Armus, otherwise you'd have left Vagra long ago....You can't survive in space, and you know it.  ::Crawls to his feet.::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Suddenly sees that all sensors and communications are back:: *XO*: Commander, we have all systems back that were previously blocked

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::takes several deep breaths, and thinks back to the building with the flashing lights::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
CMO: you know I think he's just misunderstood

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::looks down at her console: Self: Funny ...

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  And I'm willing to bet flying into the heart of a star would be unpleasant, even for something as powerful as you.

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
TO: You wait here...I'll check to make sure the CO is OK ::moves forward slowly towards where the CO is::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::helps CO up, a look of worry crossing her face before she gets control of herself again:: CMO: Get the Captain away from here.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
Self: Heroes

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO/XO: You don't think the Vroa would provide me with another ship?! Ha ha ha!

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
*XO/CO*/OPS: Readings on Armus fluctuated for a moment there. At the time he released our systems.

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
:Holds up a hand to the CMO, motioning for him to wait.::  Armus:  But, considering I'm less than pleased with your creators, I'll make you a deal....

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
*XO*: There's a shuttle waiting in the bay. Tell Armus to go there.

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: That's been his first potential sign of weakness he's shown..::Momentarily wonders if he is a he, could he be a she?::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::forces herself to be calm and to step towards Armus. Stays silent while the CO speaks, but projects all the calm she can afford::

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
::Scans the CMO but takes no action as per his raised hand::

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::suddenly looks at the co and cringes at what may be coming next::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
OPS: What happened to make him be weak? Something the commanding staff said?

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
*CTO*: Acknowledged... ::spoken calmly and quietly, as she eyes the CO::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: Or could it be controlling as much as he did weakened him, the action of letting go.

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::shakes her head:: OPS: There is something fishy with these readings. I'll run them against the database. ::does so::

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO: Speak...

CTO_Lt_Sumner says:
::lets himself feel the things he doesn't want to feel, hoping the darkness would seem... attractive to a certain avatar of evil::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: Maybe if he took control of more systems, he's be weak to an attack at that point?

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
OPS: Perhaps. But if he controls too many systems there won't be much we can do.

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  You claim the Vroans know where your creators are?  Fine.  You release my people, you return willingly to the surface of Vagra II, and I will personally go to this place and find out if its true.  If it is, I will give you take you to them.  You were in my mind Armus, you know I hold them responsible for everything you've ever done...

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: I just feel suspicious that it may be this easy to lure him off the vessel.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::nods impressed with the CO::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
::aloud:: Self: Oh no .... ::taps her badge:: *XO*: Ix to Suder, are you away from our guest's ears ma' am?

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO: No, I want this ship now.

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  refuse, and you WILL die, your revenge unfulfilled.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::frowns:: *CSO*: One moment... ::steps away reluctantly::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: Tell me, I can pass the information to her telepathically...

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
*XO*/OPS: There was a glitch with Armus and the readings didn't add up. I ran them through the database. They match Vroa technology such as the one found on the disguises in Risa.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::notices negotiations breaking down again and wonders how you deal with him::

Host SMurf says:
<Armus> CO: How many people do you think I could kill before you could stop me?

CMO_Ens_DuPont says:
Listens closely seeing a side of the CO he hasn't seen before::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::face falls:: *CSO*: What does this do to our chances to nullify this threat?

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Smacks herself on the forehead gently:: Self: Why didn't I think of that!

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
*XO*: I would say much harder. For all we know it has a space suit under the disguise.

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
Armus:  We can't stop you from killing us Armus, but you know I mean what what I say.  ::Does his best to concentrate enough for Kesh to hear him.::  Kesh:  ~~ Plan B:  Try to freeze it out.  Open Engineering to space.  ::Starts to move back behind the forcefield towards DuPont and lets him scan him.::

CSO_Ens_Ix says:
*XO*/OPS: The Vroa must want to steal the Kraken for some purpose. They are not simply out to destroy us.

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
*CSO*: Understood.

TO_Ens_Koraz says:
::sees the CO come out ::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
CSO: That isn't going to happen ::Has started to think of the Kraken as her home::

Host XO_LtCmdr_Suder says:
::nods to CO:: ~~~OPS: Open Main Engineering to space.~~~

Host CO_Cmdr_Aan says:
::knows it will likely kill the remaining crew held by Armus, shakes his head in remorse.::

OPS_Ens_Torel says:
::Her hand shakes as she presses the panel to open the ME airlocks::


<<<<<<<<<<Pause>>>>>>>>>>
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